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Dear Hope Community, 

 As many of you know, on March 3rd, Rachel and I welcomed into the world our first child, Lincoln Jude. I 
want you to know that this story has a happy ending, but the beginning was a bit rocky. At about 6:00 am, the doc-
tors were not pleased with the way things were progressing, and it was determined that Lincoln was experiencing 
some distress and they would need to perform a C-section. This was the first of many moments that we were not ex-
pecting on this day. They quickly rushed Rachel out of the room and left me alone. At about 7:07 am, a nurse came 
in to tell me that I was a dad to a healthy and happy baby, and in a few minutes, I would be able to see him. A little 
bit later, another nurse told me that Lincoln was having trouble getting enough oxygen. They had to give him oxygen 
to support his breathing. At this time, I was able for the first time to see my beautiful baby boy sitting under a heat 
lamp, connected to wires and monitors with a mask over his tiny face. I wasn’t able to hold him; I was only able to 
place a cautious hand on his head as doctors and nurses discussed what to do next. Rachel was still recovering when 
a doctor asked me if I wanted to send Lincoln to Sioux Falls, the cities, or Rochester. I quickly said Rochester, and it 
was settled that Lincoln would be taking his first helicopter ride to the NICU at St. Mary’s.  

 It was about this time that Rachel was being wheeled out, not knowing anything about what had transpired 
for the last hour or so. But she got her first glimpse of Lincoln through a window at the hospital. The hospital staff 
was excellent, and they cleared out the nursery so that Rachel could be wheeled in, and they maneuvered all the 
wires so that Rachel could spend a little time holding our son. An hour later, the flight team had arrived, they had 
done their tests, and Lincoln was gone. We were left sitting in a hospital in Blue Earth while our son was taken to 
Rochester.  

 I was able to get into my car and drive to Rochester, but Rachel was stuck in Blue Earth for the next couple 
of days. When I got to the NICU, the number of wires had doubled. He had a feeding tube in his nose. He had tape 
all over his face to keep the oxygen tubes in and monitors on his chest and legs. I just sat and stared, not knowing 
what I could do—not knowing if I could touch him or hold him. But then the nurse offered to help me hold my son 
for the first time. It took two nurses and about 10 minutes to get everything ready for him to be placed on my chest. 
They wrapped us both up, leaned me back in the chair, turned out the lights, and I was able to hold Lincoln finally. 
At that moment, the tubes and the wires and even the idea that I was in the NICU went away. I was holding my son, 
and everything was going to be ok. The headache from crying and lack of sleep seemed to fade, and all that was left 
was him and me. And we sat like that for an hour or so before more tests needed to run and reality set back in. Over 
the next few days, as Lincoln continued to progress but was still hooked up to all the monitors, it was those moments 
when the nurses placed him in my arms that I knew everything was going to be alright. On Sunday, we were able to 
go home, and we could hold him as much as we wanted.  

 I think it was fitting that we got released on a Sunday because Sundays for us as Christians are those when 
the crying, the stress, the worries, the cares, the headaches, and everything seems just to fade away, and we know 
that everything is going to be just fine. It is Sunday that makes the crying and the headaches a little easier. It doesn’t 
make them go away. Holding Lincoln for a few minutes didn’t take away the wires and the monitors, but it did re-
mind me that everything was going to work out. The same is true for us when we gather on Sundays. It doesn’t make 
everything go away, but it does remind us who is in charge and that everything will be ok. As we prepare for Easter, 
that may be the best example of what I was experiencing at the hospital. We go through Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday, all to reach Easter. But then there is Monday. All the disciple’s problems didn’t go away because of Easter, 
but what did go away was the fear and trembling. Everything was going to be ok. So I write this letter to you with 
Lincoln strapped to my chest, knowing that there will be struggles and problems ahead, but I know everything will 
be ok. Easter is coming, and everything will be ok! 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Lee 
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 Sharing Hope’s Abundance through Missions! 
One mission perspective…. 

In reporting for the Minnesota United Methodist Conference, Lyndy Zabel writes about how the United Methodist 

Women (UMW) make a huge impact all over the world. Through the UMW, women in a variety of missions can be 

found in local churches all around the globe. Having been involved with a number of mission projects, Lyndy says that 

the majority of the ministries he’s encountered have been started by women.  I encourage you to read his “Mission 

Minute: Women’s Ministries” dated March 15, 2021 found at lyndy.zabel.mnumc@brtapp.com  

I bet most of you already knew that women in our denomination are known for their mission work all around the 

world. That’s not to say that men and youth are not also involved in mission work, but…. Just take a look at our con-

gregation’s missions. The youth are doing local mission projects like the Blessing Bags and helping to load MMDC 

trucks. But besides AB Russ and Al Roesler can you name other men who are very involved in mission work? We are 

thankful that many men and women give financially to missions, but the majority of our hands-on mission work is ac-

complished by our women at the local and district levels. At the conference level, we see additional men joining wom-

en in mission work. 

Don’t feel badly, guys. The United Methodist Women’s entire program and organization has always focused on mis-

sions. And after all these years, we’re pretty good at what we do. (Just ask us!) One example is the National UMW 

Mission Emma Norton ministries in St Paul. Locally, I think of the Baby Hugs and Angel Food ministries. So, let me is-

sue a challenge to the men of our congregation to get more involved in mission work! One such project might be as a 

farmer or renter with The Lord’s Acre. You will find it rewarding. For more info, talk with Al Roesler. 

Thank you for all the mission work done and gifts given in Christ’s name by each person reading this! We have an add-

ed opportunity to give through a half dozen church-wide Special Offerings. In April we celebrate Native American Min-

istries Sunday when we recognize and support Native Americans. Your financial gifts allow United Methodists to 

collaborate with existing native ministries, create programs, and support seminary scholarships for United Methodist 

Native Americans. You may send your offering for this special mission to the church office. For additional information 

go to ResourceUMC.org/NAMS  

Judy Clark for the Mission Team 

    ————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————–-————- 

Thank-you 
We received thank you cards from Madonna Gjerde and Sharlette Goodrich for 
the Valentine’s Day bags that were delivered to them! They said they listen to 
our services on the radio, and that the treats brought a ray of sunshine!   

We also received a thank you from Betty Johnston for the food that Jacci and 
Florence brought her after the sudden death of her grandson, Jeremy Schutrop 
from Estherville. She said that the funeral was at Pattons, and Judy Clark offici-

ated. She wanted to share that Jeremy has two sons, ages 11 and 4. and is also 
survived by his mother, Suzanne, and a brother, Jason.  

We keep this family in our prayers.  
 

Last month, Hope UMC distributed funds from our Lord’s Acre program, and we have been  receiving 
heart-felt thank-you notes from those projects. 

 
       Marilyn would like to thank everyone for their thoughts, prayers, cards, and the prayer shawl she 

received during her recent hip surgery.  
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April Birthdays  

28- Betty Fenske 

29- Elsie Olson 
      Dan Poetter 

30- Elly Nowak 

 

Anniversaries 

UMW  
 

In February 2020 our conference sent out 2,500 postcards to MN legislators, senators, and governor, 
regarding funding for Maternal Mortality and Morbidity. Many of you helped address postcards   
after church one Sunday. The postcard had a picture of a newborn crying and read:  "I want my 
Mommy." 

A bill (see below) will be introduced to the state, both houses. The bill would give Public Health the  
information about pregnant, intrapartum and postpartum Medicare patients that they have NOT had 
since the mid 70s!! It also asks for postpartum coverage to be extended for one year instead of 6-8 
weeks. There is a subsection that requires hospital training on implicit bias in the house bill.   

Legislative Update: 
The Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC) bill on maternal health and access to Medicaid data to 
improve outcomes has been included in the "Dignity in Pregnancy and Childbirth Act" (HF 660 - Rich-
ardson). The bill was heard in the House Health Finance and Policy Committee and passed unanimously. 
Next stop is the Committee on the Judiciary and Civil Law. The bill addresses the health inequity    
surrounding pregnancy and childbirth; Indigenous women in MN are 4 times as likely to die in or as a 
result of childbirth as white women. For Black women, the likelihood is 3 times as high.  The bill       
requires study of those cases which involved serious medical issues but the mother survived. It also 
authorizes expanded access to data to learn how to improve outcomes. Contact your legislators to    
encourage them to support HF # 660. 

2- Laura Becker 
    Newton Toland 

3- Timothy Nesheim 
    Bob Berndt 

4- Berkley Wielenga 
    Mary Toland 
    Gavin Storbeck 
    Ryon Steele 

5- Florin Jordahl 
    Caleb Goshorn 
    Mason Mensing 

6- Ray Wigern 

7- Brody Eckmann 
    Sarah Murray 
    John Roper 

8- Jane Brooks 
    Kimberly Fenske 
    Kinsley Steele 

9- Scott Peterson 
    Jeff Schaefer 
    Gavin Millmann 

10- Courtney Dutton 
      Pat Richards 
      Terry Goodwin 
      Judy Whitney 
      Addison Dusing 

11- Susan Reynolds 

15- Rachel Thompson 

16- Jacob Murray 
      Amanda Steinke 
      Gary Olsen 

17- Tyrone Johnson 

18- LaDonna Johnson 
      Alicia Murphy 
      Jaxton Dusing 

19- Bonnie Ankeny 

       

Sandy’s Scoop  

I really feel like Easter is extra special this year. We are starting to believe that there is light at the 
end of the Covid tunnel. AND we get to celebrate Easter together and in-person!  My hours are 
steady—Tuesday and Thursday, 9-2. Have a great April!     Sandy 

20- Nolan Millmann 

21- Jeff Campbell 
      Alexis Poetter 
      Tim Perrizo 
      Ryan Borris 

22- Cale Borris 
      Erica Sunde-Nowak 

23- Sherry Abel 
      Bailey Hanson  
      Jordan Moen 
      Nancy Thompson 

24- Amanda Steele 
      Jean Millmann 
      Marilyn Schaefer 
      Leon Hixon 

25- Rachel Wilson 

26- Mara Olson 
      Abigail Uecker 

 

2- Timothy & Jodie Murray 

3- Howard & Mollie Paschke 

5- Craig & Lora Johnston 

9- Dan & Shellie Poetter 
    Brandon & Melanie Farnham 

15- Kent & Sara Roper 

16- Bucky & Melissa King 

17- Skip & Nicole Meyers 

23- Lester & Jane Brooks 

24- Bruce & Bonnie Ankeny 
      Allen & Janet Maloney 

      

Mark you calendars! Confirmation will be held May 2  

 

mailto:lyndy.zabel.mnumc@brtapp.com
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Children and Youth at Hope UMC 

                     Jenny Lewis - Children and Youth 

 

             Youth Group meets Wednesdays @ 4pm  

                    (til the end of April - Last classroom on the left)                                  

All youth 9
th

-12
th

 grade are welcome to join us for Bible time and chats! 

 

Registrations for 2021 are OPEN! 

Both Camp Minnesota and Camp Okoboji are planning to hold 
camps this year and the registration “doors” are open.  

Each camp has different guidelines being as they are in differ-
ent states so check out the websites below for all the details 
before making decisions as to which camp you’d like to send your 
campers to.  

We will not be sending home paper brochures this year so please 
check out the websites: 

www.campminnesota.org 

                                                                                                   okobojicamp.com  
 
Campership Update: For many years the students that participate in any Hope UMC program have 
been able to attend summer camp at little or no cost through the generous donation of an anonymous 
donor. This incredible blessing for our students and their families has always been a year-by-year deci-
sion and has touched the lives of so many of the children and youth that have participated in the minis-
tries of Hope UMC.  

Thank you! You will never fully know the reach of your generosity and the gift you gave or the seed you 
planted and that is the burden of being a partner in ministry, more often than not we never see the 
fruits of our labor. 

I know we never would have been able to send Amy to horse camp without your gift. She has loved hors-
es forever and she knew that she needed to participate to be able to go to horse camp. Amy may not 
participate in the youth ministries at Hope but because Hope brought RidingLight Ministries in to talk 
about what they do, she is now connected with a mentor and participates in the ministries there and 
gets to work with horses, which she LOVES. Someday she hopes to go into equine therapy to work with 
people with developmental as well as physical disabilities. Because of your gift, Amy’s love of horses was 
fostered beyond just toys, clothes, and blankets; she got hands on time, started learning the responsi-
bility of caring for horses, their moods and behaviors, and now can’t get enough. Thank you for helping 
foster her love of horses and making her dreams become more real! 

Our donor has decided not to continue with their gift this year. The church has some money set aside 
for camps but is trying to decide how to divide it out since we have  historically had a number of stu-
dents go to camp. Please stay tuned for more information. 

Save the date: Vacation Bible School 
Monday, August 16th- Thursday, August 19th       5-7:30pm  

Stay tuned for theme announcement and more information about registration and volunteer  

opportunities. We are hoping to be able to host VBS in person this summer unless something 
happens with the Covid-19 pandemic. 
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Please lift up in prayer…. 

 Members and Friends in Health Care Centers and those at their homes including:      

Mae Hove, Merre Kivlin, Lonny Schmidtke, Newt Toland, Caroline Whitney, Jean 
Nelson, Mary Ochs, Bea Volz, Diane Holland 

 
 Armed Services personnel and their families, including: Tucker Bottin, 
Aron Goshorn, Bryce Hanson, David Miller, Cole Steinke, Terry 
Keithahn, Kenneth Torgerson,  
Michael Wohlrabe, and Brett Sandum.  
 

  

 

Community 

 

KJLY will be having a Women’s Conference, called Fierce Faith, Saturday, April 24 at Hosanna Lutheran 
Church, Mankato. The conference begins at 8:30 AM The cost is $37 per person.  

Registration is now open at KinshipRadio.org or call 1-800-810-5559.  

Shiloh Lutheran Church in Elmore will be having their 19th Annual Polka Service, Sunday, April 11 at 
2:45 with Chuck Thiel & the Jolly Ramblers. This is for a freewill offering. Due to Covid, they are not 

planning for a meal this year.  
 

 

Easter Garden 

Anyone wanting to donate flowering plants or Easter Lilies: you can bring them in the week of Easter 
during my work hours - Tues. and Thurs. 9-2 and Saturday, April 3. The church will be unlocked at 9:00 
AM and the Easter decorating volunteers will be here at 10!  

 

Here are the Easter Lilies and plants honoring loved ones: 

Pat Richards: in memory of Doug, from Pat Richards and family 

Nancy Steinke: in memory of Bob Steinke 

Jan, Maggie, & Nancy: in memory of Herb & Helen Reko  

2 Easter Lilies given by Louis & Marilyn Schaefer in memory of loved ones 

Maggie Johnson: in memory of Greg who died almost 2 Years ago 

Mary Ochs: in memory of her son, Peter Ochs, who died last year 

Burdette & Shirley Ensrud: in memory of their parents 

                Roger & LaDonna Dutton: in memory of Ralph and Ilean Dutton 

                Mavis Scheid: in memory of her son Chris Uecker who died on Easter last year 

http://www.campminnesota.org


 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

Back to In-person Church! 

 
 

Monday of Holy Week 

       

    Tuesday of Holy Week 

     

 

 

 

  Wednesday of Holy Week

   

 
 

4    Easter Sunday  
 

9AM Worship service  
 

 
     
 

5 

 
 

6  

10:00 AM- Prayer Group 

6:00 PM - Finance Meeting     
@ church 

 

7 
 4:00 - Youth Group

 7:00 pm - Confirmation
 

 

11 Second Sunday of Easter 
 

9AM Worship service  

10:00 AM- Lectionary Bible 
             Study 
 
2:45 - Polka Service at Shiloh 

12 

 
13 

10:00 AM -  Prayer Group 

5:30 PM - Education Com-
mittee Meeting 

 

 

14        

 4:00 - Youth Group

 7:00 pm - Confirmation

        No Rachel Circle

         

18 3rd Sunday of Easter 

Native American 
   Awareness Sunday 
9AM Worship service  

10:00 AM- Lectionary Bible 
                Study 

19     

 

 

20 

10:00 AM- Prayer Group 

 

 

21 
9:30 am Faith Circle meets

4:00 - Youth Group

7:00 pm - Confirmation

25 4th Sunday of Easter 

9AM Worship service  

10:00 AM- Lectionary Bible 
                Study 

26  

 

27  

10:00 AM- Prayer Group 

28  

4:00 - Youth Group

7:00 pm - Confirmation

 
 

Hope UMC ~ April 2021
"Let all that you do be done in love." 

   

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Wednesday of Holy Week 1 

  

2 

 

3 

 

Youth Group 

7:00 pm - Confirmation       

8 

10:00 AM - Guided Bible 
                    Discussions 

3:00 PM -Member—     
ship/History meeting  

9 

 

10 

 9:00 AM - UMW meets 
in person!  

 

Youth Group 

7:00 pm - Confirmation       

No Rachel Circle 

15 

10:00 AM- Guided Bible 
                    Discussions 

 

      

 

16 
 

17 

 

   

 

 

 

Faith Circle meets 

Youth Group 

- Confirmation       

22 

10:00 AM- Guided Bible 
                    Discussions 

 

23   
    

 

24 

    

Youth Group 

- Confirmation       

29 30  

        

Hope UMC ~ April 2021 

"Let all that you do be done in love." 1 Corinthians 16:14 

    

https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/16-14.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/16-14.html

