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Dear Hope family and friends, 
 

I want to let you know how excited I am for this season of Advent. I hope that you were able to join us the 

other weekend for a showing of Dr. Seuss's "How the Grinch Stole Christmas!" I encourage you to put 

aside 30 minutes today and watch the original television adaptation if you didn't. This request isn't just be-

cause it is one of my favorite Christmas movies, but because throughout Advent, we will be looking at our 

faith through the lens of this classic story. It's going to be so much. You are not going to want to miss it!  

There are lots of great parts, but my favorite part is when the Grinch sits up on the top of Mt. Crumpit, and 

he is ready to bask in the cries of all the Whos down in Whoville. He cant wait to hear how sad they are that 

he stole Christmas. But as you know, there is no crying and wailing; rather, there is singing. Joyful singing. 

And the Grinch comments, "And the Grinch, with his Grinch feet ice-cold in the snow, Stood puzzling and 

puzzling. "How could it be so? It came without ribbons! It came without tags! It came without packages, 

boxes, or bags!" He puzzled and puzzled till his puzzler was sore. Then the Grinch thought of something he 

hadn't before. Maybe Christmas, he thought, doesn't come from a store. Maybe Christmas, perhaps, means a 

little bit more!" I'm not one to cry during movies, but this line always gets to me! Don't worry; this isn't go-

ing to be a newsletter article shaming you for buying presents, and the sermon series will definitely not do 

that. What this is is an invitation! An invitation to experience a little bit of what the Whos down in Who-

ville experienced that Christmas morning, a time to sing for joy.  

On Christmas Eve, we will be offering two services. One will be your traditional service, with the great big 

Christmas tree, the candles and lights, and everything you missed out on last year. That service will be at 7 

pm on Christmas Eve. But, before that, at 5 pm, we will gather at the Gazebo in town. Mix in with the cut-

out carolers and have a service of lessons and carols. A service with no props. A service with no instru-

ments. A service as if the Grinch had just ridden through town. We will simply carol together and hear the 

Christmas story, and then we will enjoy cookies and hot chocolate as the Grinch rides back down the side of 

Mount Crumpit. As I looked back on Christmas last year, I can say that caroling out in the cold was one of 

the best Christmas Eve services I have ever been a part of. And nothing worked the way it was supposed to, 

but that didn't matter because Christ comes no matter what, and one of the best ways to celebrate is singing 

loud! 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Lee 
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Sharing Hope’s Abundance through Missions! 
Missions Information by Judy Clark, Chair 

 

During this next couple months of being extra Thankful for all our blessings, we also think of 
others and what we can do to make their lives easier.  Some of our members deliver Meals on 
Wheels. Others help by with Bundle Up to give away winter clothing. Some sew diapers and 
blankets for various missions. Others put together Baby Hugs or provide for Angel Food 
meals. A number of “farmers and renters” are doing the Lord’s Acre which donates to local 
missions. Some people provide money for missions through the local or conference church.   
Jesus said, “Whatever you do for the least of these, you do for me.”  What missions are YOU 
involved in?  

Bundle Up’s first of four Saturdays was successful. An estimated 81 coats and other items for 
winter warmth were given out on November 13th.  Workers included 
AB Russ, Linda Tayler, Al Roesler, Fran   Fenske, Jan and Tricia 
Oberg, and Carol Grapevine. Thanks to AB and Stan Christ who bought 
more winter gear to give away!  Also a big shout-out to Pastor Lee, the 
Wed. afternoon kids, and the Confirmation youth who helped sort and 
hang coats.  Bundle Up continues through December 4th. Who else will 
work on a Saturday morning from 10 am – noon?  
 

United Methodist Student Day special offering is received in November.  Your financial 
gifts underwrite scholarships for United Methodist undergraduate and graduate students al-
lowing them to achieve education goals with financial freedom.  (I was thankful to receive such 
gifts during my seminary years.)               Judy Clark, Mission Coordinator  

 

   
 Habitat For Humanity Request 

Habitat for Humanity is working on a house in Elmore for a single mother and her 7-month-old daughter.  It's 
a house that we actually built back in 2008, and the homeowner moved away and left a lot of stuff to repair in 
the house.  

Much of the work that needs to be done is non-skilled work.  There are a few rooms that are ready to be paint-
ed.  There are a lot of nails and screws that need to be removed from the walls where we have taken sheetrock 
off.  The outside egress window wells need to be cleaned out.  There is a lot of scrubbing and deep cleaning 
that needs to be done.  

We also need to hang some sheetrock yet, do some taping and mudding, and some texturing.  For people who 
don't know how to do this, there are Habitat volunteers ready to instruct whoever wants to help. 

If you would be willing to help please contact the church office and we will set up a time to go over. Or you 
can reach out to Staci Thompson, habitat@bevcomm.net 

If anyone needs a ride and doesn’t like to drive on 
icy roads to church, just call Al Roesler 525-0630 or 
Linda Taylor 507-236-2920 the Saturday before – 
and we’ll gladly pick you up !! 
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December Anniversaries 

Music Notes   
The choir is planning a change in rehearsal schedule beginning November 28th 
and continuing all through December until we take our usual January break. We 
will meet at  8:30 to warm up and check the anthem prior to worship. 

Immediately following worship we return to the choir room for just half an hour to 
sing Christmas music in preparation for the Advent season.  

Everyone who enjoys singing is welcome to join us during these sessions. 
Christmas music is lovely and fun to sing.      Bonnie 

 

1- Gracie Asmus 

    Jennifer Ihle 

    Simon Holland 

    Katelyn Storbeck 

2- Sarah Ferguson 

3 – Paula Winslow 

      Jake Shope 

4- Amy Schepers 

    Issac Goshorn  

5- Eldon Beenken 

    Naomi Goshorn 

6- Carma Sunken 

7- Zachary Murphy 

     David Roper 

9- Steve Scheid 

11- Kasey Kramer 

      Nicholas Uecker 

13- Muriel Hanna 

14- Betty Johnston 

      Riley Kaiser 

15- Ryder Stauffer 

16- Danny Fryman 

18- Aidan Johnson 

      Cullen Holland 

20- Sophia Hall 

      Lyndsey Borris 

      Travis Dann 

      Kathy Goodwin 

22- Carol Grapevine 

       Betty Kay Hulsebus 

       Gaven Bruellman 

       Payten Sorbel 

 

Sandy’s Scoop  

Tristan’s lengthy stay in Rochester came to an end on Friday, November 26! I plan to stick to 

the office hours for the rest of the year. We have lots of trips to Rochester coming up to 

keep an eye on him, in the hopes that all of the cancer is gone. Now it’s time for his body to 

heal. He takes everything by stomach tube for now, hoping his throat will heal quickly and he 

can eat. I just can’t express how much I appreciate the prayers, love, and support that this 

church family has provided. Please keep Tristan in your prayers.   Sandy 

25. Megan Hanson-Haase 

26-  MacKenzie Darula 

       Ethon Steele 

27- Amy Bussinger 

29- Neil Eckles 

      Jay Smith 

      Diane Holland 

      Amelia Schepers 

30- Blake Peterson 

       Mackenzie Erichsrud 

        Dan Brod 

31- Jane Gray 

       Anthony Uecker 

       

 

 

       

 

6- Rose & Jason Hall 

     Mike & Gail Warringer 

12- Thomas & Cindy Steinke 

17- Bill & Jan Farnham 

29- Doug & Melissa Storbeck 

 

Advent Bible Study 

Join us as we dive into Dr. Suess's "How the Grinch Stole Christmas!" with a four-week study 
by Matt Rowle. We will meet Sundays immediately following worship as well as Thursday at 
@10am. If you would like the book for the study, there are some at the church. If you don't 
want to read the book, you can still join us! 

mailto:habitat@bevcomm.net
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Children and Youth   

 

Blue Earth Mobile Pantry: December 18, 2021 9:30 am - 12:00 pm There is no pre-
registration or proof of income required and participants may attend all of the mobile pantries, 
if they so choose. 

Meals on Wheels: UHD provides meal delivered to your home within Blue Earth city limits   
M-F from 11:10 am- Noon. To order a meal, please call UHD at least 24 hours prior to delivery 
time. There are meals for special diets available. Service may be cancelled due to inclement 
weather and cancellations will be announced on KBEW. The meal cost is $3.35 per meal and is 
billed monthly. 507-526-7924.  
 

       

 

         

  Website: http: //www. behopeumc. com/                  

 

 

        Early Release Time Volunteers 

We are looking for volunteers to help provide 
snacks for our early release programming on 
Wednesday afternoons. We have about 30 kids. We 
have snack at about 2:40 on Wednesdays. There is 
no need to serve, unless you wish to! This is a great 
opportunity to be involved in our kids ministry! If 
you are willing and able please contact Pastor Lee at 
lee.j.miler520@gmail.com  

 

   Confirmation 
 

Confirmation will not be meeting the 22nd or the 29th.  

Hiring Director of Children and Youth Ministry 

We are looking to hire a part-time Director of Children and Youth Ministry. If you are     

interested in what this job entails, please contact tor Lee at 763-913-4756 or 

lee.j.miller520@gmail.com. If you know someone who may be perfect for this position, please 

pass on Pastor Lee's information.  

2022 Radio Sponsorship: If you would like to support our radio ministry on KBEW, the 
2022 sign-up sheet is available in the Narthex, or you can call 526-2144. Don’t forget to  
include a message if you are sponsoring for a special reason and would like that acknowl-
edged. Donations can also be made to the Radio Angels Fund without sponsoring a specific 
date. Cost has gone up to $38 per date. 
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Please lift up in prayer…. 

 Members and Friends in Health Care Centers and those at their homes including: Mae 
Hove, Merre Kivlin, Lonny Schmidtke, Newt Toland, Caroline Whitney, Jean Nelson, 
Mary Ochs, the Mike Rubatt family, Tristan Guth, Petra Steinke 
 Armed Services personnel and their families, including: Keagen Ihle, Hunter Spencer, 
Tucker Bottin, Bryce Hanson, David Miller, Cole Steinke, Terry Keithahn, Kenneth Torg-
erson, Michael Wohlrabe, and Brett Sandum.  

 

Those We Have Lost: We would like to keep the families of those who have lost 

loved ones in our prayers: Gerald Henke (12/31/1931-11/09/2021) . Funeral    
services will be held at a later time.  

Meals on Wheels- If you would like to help deliver meals please reach out to the church office.  

 

“Christmas waves a magic wand over this world, and behold, everything is softer and more 
beautiful.” — Norman Vincent Peale  

UMW  

UMW will meet on December 11 at 9AM Join us! 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is near.   Phil. 4:4-5  

 

As we go through Advent preparing for Christmas, let us never lose sight of the joy to be found 
around us every day! 

 

Nancy Steinke, President  

  

**We would like to invite you to join us in our United Methodist Women family. Our meet-
ings provide a supportive community where we learn about what is going on in the mis-
sion work of our organization around our country and our world, and what we can do to 
help. Please contact our church office if you would like more information! 

Need Prayer? 

We have created a form on our website so that you can submit your prayer requests. You 
can choose to be anonymous or not, and you can even choose how your prayer is shared. 
Whether you want just Pastor Lee to know or the entire church is up to you! So go to our 
website Behopeumc.com and click at the top on the tab that says "prayer request."  

tel:5075267924
mailto:lee.j.miler520@gmail.com
mailto:lee.j.miller520@gmail.com


 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

     
         
 

 

       

 

     

 

 

 

1 

  2:30 Early Release 

  7PM Confirmation

 

   

5     2nd Sunday of Advent 

    

   9AM Worship service   
Advent Bible Study follow-
ing worship. 
Choir practice after church  

 

6   
 

6PM: Education  
               Committee 

7   1 PM UMCOR     
Work Day 

4 PM Membership& 
History Committee 
Meeting 

8  

  2:30 Early Release 

   7PM Confirmation

 
 

 

 

12     3rd Sunday of Advent 
    

   9AM Worship service  
Advent Bible Study follow-
ing worship. 
Choir practice after church 

13   

 

 

14 

 
15 

9:30 AM No Rachel Circle

2:30 Early Release 

5 PM Naomi Circle   

7PM Confirmation

19     4th Sunday of Advent 

    

    9AM Worship service  
Advent Bible Study follow-
ing worship. 
Choir practice after church 

20     

 

21 

 

22 

  2:30 NO Early Release 

  7PM NO Confirmation

     

26    1st Sunday After Christmas 
  
    9AM Worship service 
 
Choir practice after church 

  

 

27 

 

28 

 

 

29 

     7PM NO Confirmation
   

Hope UMC ~ December 2021
"Whatever the new month is bringing for you, be it good or bad;      

always keep that smile on your face no matter what."

       

        

   

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Early Release  

Confirmation 

2 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

3 

 

4 

10 - Noon: Bundle Up 

Early Release  

Confirmation 

9 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

3:00 PM Joy Circle 

10 

 

11 

   9AM - UMW  

 

9:30 AM No Rachel Circle 

Early Release  

Naomi Circle    

Confirmation 

16 

9:30 AM No Faith Circle 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

 

 

17 
 

18 

 

   

 

 

Early Release  

Confirmation 

23 

 

 

24  
5PM Christmas Eve 
Service at the      
Gazebo 

 7PM Christmas Eve 
Service at the church 

25  Merry Christmas! 

  

 Confirmation 
30 

 

 

31    

        

Hope UMC ~ December 2021 
"Whatever the new month is bringing for you, be it good or bad;      

always keep that smile on your face no matter what." —Unknown  

   


