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Hope Community,  

A few weeks back, I realized that I had not read much of anything since I graduated from seminary. 
Sure, I have been reading my bible, and commentaries, and lots of articles. But not an actual book, 
so I went from zero to 100. I got on Amazon, and I bought seven books. One of those books I pur-
chased was Tod Bolsinger's Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory. I 
bought this one based only on the name. Canoeing the mountains, what an intriguing concept. The 
driving metaphor for Bolsinger is Lewis and Clark's search for the northwest passage, specifically 
when Lewis is looking over Lemhi Pass. Instead of finding a winding river down to the coastline, 
they found miles upon miles of harsh mountain peaks. Bolsinger sums up that moment for Lewis by 
writing, "What would he do now? Lewis and Clark and their Corps of Discovery were looking for a 
water route, but now they had run out of water. How do you canoe over mountains?" (pg. 34) The 
answer is as obvious as you would assume, how do you canoe over mountains? You don't! Bolsinger 
says, "ditch the canoes, ask for help, find horses and cross the mountains. And when the time comes, 
we make new boats out of burnt trees."  

Church, we have been paddling along, and now the water is gone. And we can either keep paddling 
or step out on the dry land and find a new way. The goal does not change for us as a church. The 
goal for Lewis and Clark did not change because the water ran dry. No, the ways they accomplished 
that goal did. One of the most insightful things I gained from this book, so far, is that the answer 
was not to try harder. Lewis and Clark could have tried their old, practical ways, harder and that 
would have done them no good. The answer is not to try harder but to start a new adventure. 
Church, that is the opportunity that I would like to invite you on. A new adventure! God is continu-
ally calling the people to start a new thing, not to revive the old thing in a fancy way. We have a 
choice, to keep carrying our canoes (our old habits, our old systems, our old strategies) or we can 
leave them where there is water and start climbing mountains. Start looking and dreaming forward 
with our eyes ever on the goal of bringing about the kingdom of God. The goal never changes, and 
when we keep the goal of reaching new people for the transformation of the world as the essential 
thing, then I think it becomes easier for us to leave our canoes behind. Lewis and Clark's goal was 
to get to the other side, and for a time, canoes helped but not anymore.  

So, Pastor, that's all great, so what's next? I'm not sure! No one has been where we are right now! 
We are standing at Lemhi Pass looking out, but I can tell you is I'm excited for whatever it looks 
like because the spirit moves when we are willing to live into the newness that God is always creat-
ing. As Romans 12:2 says, "Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed." Our Christian 
calling should always be one of newness and transformation. This is just another moment, a moment 
to transform from canoers to climbers. I'm excited about this new adventure. I'm excited to see what 
God makes possible for us at Hope. Sure, it will be scary and different, but adapting gets a little eas-
ier if our eyes are always on the goal. Let's drop the canoes, and we can grab them again when the 
water comes back and join me for a new adventure. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Lee  
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 Sharing Hope’s Abundance through Missions! 
                            

                                              February Mission Article 

    Although Hope’s Mission Committee isn’t physically meeting during this Covid time, we have 
been doing “good works” in your name. During January the Angel Food ministry was provided 
for one family.  A number of Baby Hugs have been given to families with new babies via the 
local hospital. If you want to do some mission work, we could use your monetary gifts to pur-
chase items for Baby Hugs. It’s estimated that each Baby Hug costs about $25 to create. 
Your monetary gift will help us keep making/giving Baby Hugs. 

     Our church has agreed to be a permanent drop site for Midwest Mission Distribution Cen-
ter.  This means when there are collections,  churches/individuals can drop needed supplies 
at Hope UMC where they will be loaded on a truck to be delivered to MMDC near Springfield, 
IL.  If you have needed supplies to drop off between state-wide collections, our nearest Per-
manent Collection Point is the residence of Lyndy Zabel at 8964 Inland Lane N, Maple Grove, 
MN. (952-465-2140) 

   The Lord’s Acre project has not distributed funds to local missions for the past two 
years! Thus we have $5,820 waiting for a decision as to where the monies will be donated.  If 
you have been involved in the Lord’s Acre project in the past two years and would like to help 
determine where our money goes, you are invited to join a Zoom meeting.  Contact Sandy in 
the church office and she’ll send you the Zoom link. The Zoom meeting will be February 9th 
@7pm Watch for information for the 2021  Lord’s Acre project. Questions? Talk with Al 
Roesler. 

Judy Clark, Mission Coordinator  
    ————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————–-————- 

Does anyone have small hangers for children's clothing? We could use some children's hangers 
for Bundle Up next year. It's difficult putting little jackets on big hangers! Thanks. 

 
    ————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Meals on Wheels 

Churches are delivering Meals on Wheels in 2021! Hope UMC is on a rotation with other 
churches, and we deliver approximately one week per month. If you would be able/willing to 
help with deliveries for even one day, please contact the church office, or call Marie Lachinski 
at 507-854-3167. Check our calendar for the week Hope is scheduled. The way the schedule 
falls, Hope UMC does not deliver in February, but will be responsible to deliver the first week 
of March!  

 
Pastor Lee's Paternity Leave Update 

Pastor Lee and Rachel's baby is due February 25th. Once the 
baby comes, Pastor Lee will be taking the following three 
weeks off. During this time, others in the Hope community 
will be preaching for our Sunday services. Listen for the an-
nouncements in worship for who will be providing pastoral 
care during these three weeks.  
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February Birthdays  

 

Anniversaries 

UMW  

Shared from Response Magazine (January/February). Taken, in part, from Learn by Faith...  

 

The Letter to the Hebrews, written to Jewish Christians, reminds readers that Jesus is the 
savior, the answer and the future, and that it's to him they should look when they falter or 
fear. 

The early Christians were persecuted because their faith challenged power (specifically, the 
power of the Roman Emperor Nero in the second half of the first century). Today we see our 
faith used to maintain power. Like those the Letter to the Hebrews was written for, we too 
must turn to Christ when we falter or fear. We too  must stand up to systems of oppression, 
even when it's our own religious structures and practices. 

It's a new year with new challenges and joys ahead. We are faith, hope and love in action -- 
and none can stand alone. 

 

Shared by Nancy Steinke, Hope UMW President 

 

 

 

2- Scott Steinke 

4- Michael Bussinger 

5- Brandon Ankeny 

    Susan Eckles 

8- Jennifer Roper 

    Jackie Fredrickson 

9- Allan Thompson 

10- Gus Ankeny 

      Haiden Wielenga 

      Lloyd Wallace 

11- Amy Scholtes 

       Gwen Hall 

12. Sherry Stevermer  

13- Linda Taylor 

14- Reese Fenske 

      Nathan Hinton 

      Marva Russell 

      Megan Asmus 

15- Maia Grathwohl 

17- Christopher Murray 

       Sheryl Aukes 

18- Jason Hall 

19- Jill Roesler 

      David Sparks 

      Joshua Guth 

 

 

Sandy’s Scoop  

Happy February! My hours are steady—Tuesday and Thursday, 9-2. Have a great February!     
Sandy 

20- Phyllis Northwick 

      Annika Salisbury 

21- Connor Moen 

22- Kenzi Eckmann 

23- Bethanee Stith 

      Elizabeth Uecker 

24- KayLynn Smith 

25- Rebecca Moen 

28- Jennifer Ankeny 

      Shirley Ensrud 

      Keagan Ihle 

      Fletcher Lundquist 

 

12- Burdette & Shirley Ensrud 

14- Tom & Linda Taylor 

27- John & Sylvia Poetter 

28- Shaun & Samantha Erichsrud 

 

 

 

 

Thank You 
               We received a Thank you from UHD Hospice for an  

                             anonymous donation of $200. 



Page 6  

 

 
 

 

 

We’re back…. Live and in person! 
That’s right friends, we are able to meet together in all our quirky glory. I 
can’t wait to see your smiling faces, where you can’t mute me or turn your     
cameras off and I don’t have to worry about technical difficulties…oh the small 
things in life.  Masks are required and social distancing will be practiced. Grab 
a friend and join us on Wednesdays @ 4pm in the youth/ choir room. So far we 
have had a small squad that this time has worked for, if there is more interest 
that this time won’t work for we can make adjustments. 

We just started our Everybody Always study by Bob Goff and will be taking a 
brief break in that during Lent to jump into Mike Slaughter’s study Renegade 
Gospel: The Rebel Jesus: The Radical Road to the Cross. Super excited about 
both of these studies. 

 

Operation Goodie Drop 2.0 
Youth 7th-12th Grades 

Saturday, February 6th  9a- 10:30a 
We’ll gather at the church to assemble goodie bags for 
local businesses and service personnel to show our ap-
preciation for being a part of our community and every-
thing they do.  

Again masks will be required and social distancing will be 

          in place.   We hope you can join us!    

 

Lent begins this month. Lent is another time of preparation. Howev-
er, unlike Christmas, Lent leads us to the cross and Jesus’ death, 
which ultimately leads us to His resurrection but first we need to 
walk to the cross. 

Lent is a time of reflection, of self-denial, and of confession. What 
is something you can give up (something important to you) for the 40 
days of Lent? 

Hopefully you will be receiving a daily family devotional for Lent in 
the mail. The devotions are short and would make great bedside 
reads, with a short scripture and prayer. If you don’t receive on 

      please contact the church and we will get one out to you. 

            KBC’s theme this month is Challenge Accepted!  
                  Tune in to find out who accepted what challenge….. 

Children’s  
Ministry 

News 
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Please lift up in prayer…. 

 Members and Friends in Health Care Centers and those at their homes including:      

Mae Hove, Merre Kivlin, Lonny Schmidtke, Newt Toland, Caroline Whitney, Jean 
Nelson, Mary Ochs, Bea Volz, Diane Holland 

 Armed Services personnel and their families, including: Tucker Bottin, 

Aron Goshorn, Bryce Hanson, David Miller, Cole Steinke, Terry Keithahn,      

Kenneth Torgerson, Michael Wohlrabe, and Brett Sandum.  

 

Those We Have Lost:  We would like to keep the family of  

     Peggy Ellis and Todd Heenan. 

          

——————————————————————————— 
                                  

COVID UPDATE FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

Hope's taskforce met on January 9th to check-in on where we stand regarding starting up 
in-person worship. The taskforce maintained its earlier decision to wait until the county's 
infection rate drops below 40 per 10,000. To find this number, you can go to Community 
Health and Human Services of Faribault and Martin Counties' Facebook page. They post a 
daily "estimated" case rate. Once that number dips below 40, we are looking for a trend 
below that number. We do not want to have to flip flop weakly between in-person and online 
worship. Our goal is to keep everyone safe, and when we come back to in-person worship, we 
want to go back for good! Thank you for your patience and understanding.  
 

 

IN-PERSON SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES 

 Starting the week of February 8th 

 

  Tuesdays @10am- Prayer Group 

  Thursdays @10am- Guided Bible Discussions 

  Sundays @10am- Lectionary Bible Study 

 
If you are interested in attending any of these offerings, please  
contact the church so that we can plan accordingly. Thank you!  

 

Remember to keep in touch!  Many in our church family become lonely  
during the shutdowns. Please continue to call our church family members to check 

on each other and just chat! We really need to keep in touch with each other OFTEN, 
but especially at this critical time.  

 

 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

 

In-person church services 
are suspended until further 
notice.  

1 

       

2     

     

 

 

 

 3  

 7:00 pm —Confirmation

   

 
 

7    5th Sunday After  
         Epiphany  

 
   9AM Worship service on 
Facebook Live 

    
     

8 

 
 

9  

5:30 pm -Education 
                    Meeting 

7:00 pm -Lord’s acre 
zoom meeting  

10 
 
 7:00 pm —Confirmation
 

 

14  Transfiguration Sunday 
 
   9AM Worship service on    
Facebook Live 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 
 

15 

 
16 

7pm -Board Meeting  

17       Ash Wednesday
     

  7:00 PM —Confirmation

         

  

21  1st Sunday in Lent 

 

   9AM Worship service on 
Facebook Live 

 

22     

 

 

23 

 

24  

7:00 pm —Confirmation

28    2nd Sunday in Lent 
 
  9AM Worship service on 
Facebook Live 

 

 

  

 
 

Hope UMC ~ February 2021

   "Be strong. Be brave. Be fearless. You are never alone." 
Joshua 1:9 

   No Meals on Wheels this month 
for delivery by Hope UMC

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Confirmation       

4 

  

5 

 

6 

 

Confirmation 

11 

 

12 

 

13 

 No UMW  
Activities this 

month 

Ash Wednesday 

Confirmation 

18 

 

     No Faith Circle-
(They are hoping to meet 
in March!) 

 

19 
 

20 

 

   

 

 

 

Confirmation 

25 26    
    

 

27 
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"Be strong. Be brave. Be fearless. You are never alone." - 
Joshua 1:9  

No Meals on Wheels this month 
for delivery by Hope UMC 

   


