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Dear Hope Community, 

 A few weeks ago, we celebrated Ash Wednesday and with it the beginning of this Lenten season. I never re-
alized it until I was sitting alone in the fireside room, preparing my sermon, that Ash Wednesday was the last Chris-
tian holiday we celebrated in-person. With it, we launched into, as the memes were saying, "the lentiest lent we have 
ever lented." Lent is the period of the Christian journey in which we renew our focus on Jesus, and with that comes a 
scraping away of all the other stuff that gets in the way of us being like Jesus. We focus more passionately on prayer 
and acts of charity. We try to reorient ourselves to Christ as we journey with him towards the cross. This past year 
has felt like a Lenten experience, and so what does it look like for us to enter another lent when it may feel like we 
never left? I think we can learn a little from a monk named Thomas Merton.  

Merton introduces the season of lent and specifically Ash Wednesday in this way "Ash Wednesday is full of 
joy…the source of all sorrow is the illusion that of ourselves we are anything but dust." Kate Bowler, who among 
other extraordinary achievements is a professor at Duke, said in a recent video about this quote that "on the face of it 
sounds very depressing, but I think what it's saying is now that we are here, what do we see, what do we know?" In 
this time of endless Lent, we are more than aware of our finitude. We are acutely aware that there is sin in this world. 
We could not be more attuned to the idea that we are lacking. And as Bowler says, that could be a very depressing 
thing, but as Merton reminds us, Ash Wednesday is our yearly reminder that when everything has been stripped 
away, and we are left bare and vulnerable, the one thing remains: is Jesus. And let's be honest, that's a pretty fantastic 
thing to be left with. Sure, ashes to ashes and dust to dust, but we are ashes and dust that have been breathed into by 
the very breath of God. 

 So, we enter another Lent season, and Im not sure when this lenty like year, going on more, will end. But 
maybe there is hope in that. Perhaps it's what we as Christians need at this time. As I said this year on Ash Wednes-
day, we are entering lent without our ashes, and maybe that's the perfect way to enter into a Lenten journey. With 
nothing but Jesus. That's where the joy is anyways. The joy is in knowing that we are dust, but we are beautiful 
amazing dust because Jesus said so. So maybe let us not make this Lenten journey more than it has to be. Perhaps the 
thing for us to do this lent is find the joy in the ashes. To find the joy in the places where we haven't before. I would 
love to hear where you have found joy in the ashes in this Lenten year we have all experienced. Ashes to ashes and 
dust to dust can be a rather depressing thing, but once we claim our identity as dust, we can see the joy in the cross.  

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Lee 

COVID/ Paternity Leave Update: 

 As many of you know, Rachel and I are expecting our first child at the end of February. When 
that day arrives, I will be taking off three Sundays. During those three Sundays, we will still have 
worship online and on the radio. I preface my COVID update with this detail because it informs the 
Taskforce’s thought process. Recently we dipped below the threshold of a case rate of 40 per 
10,000. We have been trending in the right direction of late, and we are praying that this trend con-
tinues. Because of the timing of us dipping below the threshold and our child's   arrival, we are in a 
tricky position. Most of you will agree that it will be hard to get in-person worship up and running 
for the first time in 4 months without a pastor, and so for that reason, we will wait until after I re-
turn from paternity leave to hold in-person worship. If this positive trend continues, the hope would 
be that when I return from paternity leave, we will return to in-person worship. Thank you for your 
patience and grace as you have watched many community churches hold worship and other business-
es open while we remain online. I thank you for caring for your neighbors and showing the love of 
Christ by being gracious during this time. While I can't give you a set date yet, I want to be trans-
parent that the planning is on going and hopefully, if we stay below the threshold, after my three 
weeks off, we will be back together.  

V o l u m e  1 3 ;  I s s u e  3  
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 Sharing Hope’s Abundance through Missions! 
Do you know one way to spell church? It’s M-I-S-S-I-O-N –S   

    Some of the church’s missions are visible, but there all kinds of missions going on behind the scenes without much 

fanfare.  Many people doing good things for others is like an iceberg – often you only see the tip of what the church is 

doing in missions for others in the name of Jesus.  

    For example, you can read about local missions like Blessing Bags and the distribution of The Lord’s Acre monies in 

the newsletter. They are local missions done in your name and in the name of Jesus by members of Hope UMC. There 

are also church friends working on sewing projects, especially for baby Hugs; those who keep connected with others 

via cards/phone calls/emails; the local UMW’s “Snowball letter” raising money for missions; our Pastor’s Discretionary 

Fund; on-line and radio worship services; driving for Meals on Wheels; Angel food meals; etc.  

   Speaking of food – Jesus said “You give them something to eat.” (Matthew 14:16). There are too many people going 

hungry in our world. One of the missions you might get involved in is called Bread for the World (BFW). It’s a collec-

tive Christian voice urging our nation’s decision makers to end hunger at home and abroad by changing policies, pro-

grams, and conditions that allow hunger and poverty to exist. BFW partners with many faith-based organizations in-

clude the United Methodist Church.  Why not make a gift of money through our local church for BFW and mark it Ad-

vance #982325.    

    A great mission passage to read again is Matthew 25:31-40 “Lord when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 

thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and 

clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?” And the Lord shall answer them, “Just as you 

did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”  

In M-I-S-S-I-O-N with you,   

Judy Clark for the Mission Team  

    ————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————–-————- 

Lord’s Acre met on February 9 via Zoom. They had 2 years of funds to distribute. They de-
cided on the following recipients, with the total divided equally among them:  

 Riverside Cemetery                                       727.50 
 Mujila Falls Ag Center Advance 15016A    727.50 
 Cantata Music                                                727.50 
 Habitat for Humanity                                    727.50 
 MMDC                                                            727.50 
 Local Food Shelf                                            727.50 
 Blessing Bags (new)                                       727.50 
 Pastor’s discretionary fund (new)                727.50 

 

      March 14th is UMCOR Sunday when we are invited to respond globally to persons in need. Your monetary gifts 
ensure that UMCOR can respond quickly and in compassion to disaster and devastation. You support the daily busi-
ness allowing UMCOR to keep the promise that 100% of any gift will go toward that project.  Three ways to give:  
(1) send a check to the church office at PO Box 125, Blue Earth 56013,  
(2)  give online to Hope UMC at behopeumc.com  and click on top right corner to give, or  
(3) find more information and give directly to UMCOR at ResourceUMC.org/UMCOR    
  Any way and any time you give both UMCOR and you will be blessed! 
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March Birthdays  

26- Milton Steele 

      Terry Johnson 

27- Joy Agren 

      Janet Maloney 

28- Alan Huff 

      Nancy Huff 

29- Gail Keck 
Anniversaries 

  UMW  

Our February program: Knit Together Against Violence 

Objective:  To learn about the structural sin of racism and how it affects young women and girls, through the experience 
of a young unnamed woman in scripture, and to respond to God's call to love justice with our lives and actions. 

The story of Jephthah and his daughter is a tragedy. Women and girls in Israel held an annual lament ritual lasting four 
days in her memory. Read Judges 11:9-40 for  the account of her  unnecessary sacr ifice in the cause of war . 

Today, United Methodist Women continues to pray and take action against unjust structures that trap women and girls, 
keeping them from living abundant lives. One of the issue priorities for UMW is interrupting the school-to-prison pipe-
line. (We have talked about this before.) Many of the estimated 200,000 youth who are tried, sentenced or incarcerated 
as adults each year first interacted with the criminal justice system due to infractions in schools such as truancy or 
"defiance." And this number doesn't include the young people who are tried, sentenced and incarcerated as minors/
juveniles. Black, Latinx and Native American/Alaska Native or Indigenous girls are disproportionately suspended from 
class, which impacts their access to education. Access to education for girls who were marginalized was one of the very 
first programs Methodist women organized for mission and is an urgent need in the United States today. 

Taken from the UMW Program book 2020-2021 (Knitted Together for God's Good Work) 

I will be sending out via email this lesson, which is so much needed - including online and social media sources you can 
look up.  If you are interested (you don't need to be a member of UMW - or even a female!!) please send your email 
address to Nancy Steinke:  nesbe3@gmail.com and I will include you on the mailing list. 

Submitted by Nancy Steinke, Hope UMW President 

1- Bobby Russell 

3- Bill Thompson 

5- Adam Steinke 

6- Ty Peterson 

     Brandon Spencer 

7- Nicole Meyers 

10- Jonathan Hinton 

      Korissa Kramer 

11- Logan Stelter 

      Blair Lunz 

 

12- Natalie Dahl 

      Teresa Erichsrud 

      Crystal Uecker 

       BrieAnna (Lewis) Melcher 

13- Sharon (Ogilvie) Douglas 

14- Burdette Ensrud 

       Jody Johnson 

15- Judy Hamson 

      Teresa Johnson 

17- Debbie Murphy 

18- Brett Sandum 

      Leah Becker 

Sandy’s Scoop  

Happy March! Spring is coming! My hours are steady—Tuesday and Thursday, 9-2. Have a great March!     
Sandy 

19- Todd Olson 

       Kayla Lawrence 

20- Sandy Kitts 

21- Jan Oberg 

      Jazmyn Lunz 

22- Colleen Gore 

       Nathan Scheid 

23- Nathon Steele 

24- Gertrude Paschke 

       Mollie Olson 

25- Oliver Ankeny  

 

 

10- Karen & Gerald Cyphers 

15- Daryl & Judy Murray 

17- Bruce & Kayla Lawrence 

28- Taylor & Brenda Millmann 

     Come and go baby shower (At the church)   
       March 23, 2-4PM  

We’re all tired of ice and snow, And the covid lockdown life; 
But God is sending Hope a miracle, Thanks to Pastor Lee and his wife. 
 

Every baby is a miracle, With their tiny hands and feet, 
Even if they cry all night, And keep everyone from sleep!            

March 23 could still be cold,  Blizzards can always come. 
But a baby shower between 2and 4 PM, Should be a lot of fun! 

Please come and visit a few minutes, Fill the church with joy. 
Pray for weather warm with sun, And a healthy baby boy! 

mailto:nesbe3@gmail.com
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We’re back…. Live and in person! 
Youth Ministry: The last week of February we began the Lenten study from Mike 
Slaughter, Renegade Gospel: The Rebel Jesus. In the weeks leading up to this study I asked 
the students to Google images of Jesus. I challenged them to look for images that were dif-
ferent from what they’ve typically seen hanging in the churches they’ve attended and to look 
into images from different cultures. We brought the images together and decided on which to 
use to create our own image of Jesus. It’s a work in progress, none of us claim artistic talent 
but we are letting the Spirit lead us in our endeavor as we work through our study and more 
of Jesus is revealed to us. 

Following the Lenten season we will finish up our Bob Goff study Everybody Always then 
lead into John Pavlovitz’s book A Bigger Table.  

All of these studies have been selected to help us see ourselves and others in a new light. To 
open our eyes to those around us and how Jesus wants us to love and live in community. It’s 
bringing things back to the basics. Our last few meetings will focus on the future; where we 
want to be as a youth group, how we can grow deeper in faith and in service, what we want 
to do and what we can do.  

I want our youth to take an active role in not only their faith but also their faith community 
and their surrounding communities, to take ownership of where they are going and what they 

are doing; I believe that’s a vital piece of their faith journey and life as a whole.  
———————————————————————————————————————————— 

Virtual KBC will continue through the end of April as it would if we were meeting in 

person with videos online and packets available for pick-up. 

This is both an amazing and frustrating time in ministry. 

It’s amazing because the doors have been blasted off innovation, creativity, and possi-
bility. The slates have been cleared for what we can do. We can trial and error, we can 
experiment, and try new things. Truly the Spirit’s the limit! 

The frustrating part is in an already declining time in ministry coupled with families 
that are being pulled in 100 different directions with a thousand different stressors on a 

non-pandemic day then throw in a world-wide pandemic with the applecart not just being upset but pretty 
much blown to pieces and I think you all get the picture. 

Parents who are already working full-time jobs are now thrown into positions of coming home and trying to 
help their elementary age students with homework they don’t understand from teachers who are trying their 
best to teach their students in a format none of them have done before. Everyone is frustrated and at wits end 
and the last thing mom and/or dad want or need is one more thing to add to the list of things to do and the kids 
for sure don’t want to sit in front of a screen for another lesson all the while trying to stay safe while social dis-
tancing and isolating from the people you care for and limiting your interactions and schedule changes every 
week. 

So how do we meaningfully engage people, where they are, how they need to be reached, in a way that works 
for them and their crazy schedules because that’s what Jesus did and still does today. 

Jesus doesn’t make people come to him on his schedule. He meets us right where we are in our chaos and cra-
zy, in the midst of our mess he’s there, and that’s where we need to be too. 

We are in a time of visioning and dreaming for the future of our ministries.  

   Save the date: Vacation Bible School 

 Monday, August 16th- Thursday, August 19th       5-7:30pm  
Stay tuned for theme announcement and more information about registration and volunteer  
opportunities. We are hoping to be able to host VBS in person this summer unless something 

happens with the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Children’s  
Ministry 

News 
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Please lift up in prayer…. 

 Members and Friends in Health Care Centers and those at their homes including:      

Mae Hove, Merre Kivlin, Lonny Schmidtke, Newt Toland, Caroline Whitney, Jean 
Nelson, Mary Ochs, Bea Volz, Diane Holland 

 Armed Services personnel and their families, including: Tucker Bottin, 

Aron Goshorn, Bryce Hanson, David Miller, Cole Steinke, Terry Keithahn,      

Kenneth Torgerson, Michael Wohlrabe, and Brett Sandum.  
 

Those We Have Lost:   

    We would like to keep Betty Johnston and family 

in our prayers at the death of her grandson, Jeremy Schutrop.  

Also, AB Russ and family at the death of his brother, Bob 

Russ. And Brandon Spencer and family, as Brandon’s father, 

Douglas died. Donna Sandum was his sister.   

Updated Committee Members  

     2021 Class  2022 Class  2023 Class 
 

Finance/ Stewardship   Larry Everett  Cory Milbrandt* Herb Whitney 
     JR Hanson  Tim Murray  Bruce Lawrence 
     Daryl Murray (treasurer) 
      

Trustees    Bob Grapevine  Kory Kaiser*  Steve Scheid 
     Carol Grapevine Lucas Lunz                     Karen Davids 
     Brian Millmann* Judy Murray                   Bruce Ankeny 
     Craig Weir (Board Chair)  
 
Education     Sarah Ferguson                   Carolyn Kaiser   
     Jenny Lewis   
      

SPRC     Gail Keck                 Maggie Johnson                Tonia Weir 
     Jean Millmann                  Missy Storbeck                  Judy Whitney 
     Travis Preuss                                        Megan Hanson-Haase 
     Sue Perrizo* 
     

Missions    Sandy Kitts  Judy Clark*                          Linda Taylor 
     Judy Murray  Al Roesler                            Joni Jenkins 
     Diane Porter 
    

Membership/ History   David Murray                Marilyn Schaefer                Deann Wallace 
        
Memorial     Thelma Smith  Sherry Abel                         Sandra Murray    
LaDonna Dutton (chair)   Al Thompson  Cheryl Nesheim                  Mavis Scheid 
     
Lay Leadership   Carolyn Kaiser                                 Jeanette Matheson  
     Nancy Steinke                                 Nancy Thompson 

*Gail Keck (lay leader) 
 

 

  



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

 

In-person church services 
are suspended until further 
notice.  

1 

       

2     

     

 

 

 

 3  

 7:00 pm —Confirmation

   

 
 

7 3rd Sunday in Lent  

 
   9AM Worship service on 
              Facebook Live 

10:00 AM- Lectionary Bible 
                Study 

8 

 
 

9  

10:00 AM- Prayer Group 

 

10 
 
 7:00 pm —Confirmation
 

 

14  4th Sunday in Lent 
 
   9AM Worship service on 
              Facebook Live 
10:00 AM- Lectionary Bible 
             Study 

 

15 

 
16 

10:00 AM- Prayer Group 

 

 

17        
     

   

7:00 PM —Confirmation

        No Rachel Circle

        St. Patrick

21  5th Sunday in Lent 

9AM Worship service on 
              Facebook Live 

10:00 AM- Lectionary Bible 
                Study 

22     

 

 

23 

10:00 AM- Prayer Group 

2—4 PM:  Baby Shower 
                    (church) 

 

 

24  

7:00 pm —Confirmation

28 Palm Sunday 

9AM Worship service on 
              Facebook Live 

10:00 AM- Lectionary Bible 
                Study 

29 Monday of Holy Week 

 

30 Tuesday of Holy Week 

10:00 AM- Prayer Group 

31 Wednesday of Holy Week

 

 
 

Hope UMC ~ March 2021
"Let all that you do be done in love." 

   

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

7:00 pm —Confirmation       

4 

  

5 

 

6 

 

7:00 pm —Confirmation 

11 

10:00 AM- Guided Bible 
                    Discussions 

12 

 

13 

 No UMW  
Activities this 

month 

 

7:00 PM —Confirmation 

No Rachel Circle 

St. Patrick’s Day 

18 

10:00 AM- Guided Bible 
                    Discussions 

 

     No Faith Circle-
(They are hoping to meet 
in April!) 

19 
 

20 

 

   

 

 

 

—Confirmation 

25 

10:00 AM- Guided Bible 
                    Discussions 

26    
    

 

27 

    

Wednesday of Holy Week April 1   3 

        

Hope UMC ~ March 2021 

"Let all that you do be done in love." 1 Corinthians 16:14 

    

https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/16-14.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/16-14.html

