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November 2021  

 
Dear Hope family and friends, 
 

Fall is probably my favorite season. I love the colder weather and everything that comes with it. In fall, we get to 

have carb-loaded hot dishes and hearty soups and chilis. I get to unpack the comfortable sweaters and the nice warm 

hat and mittens. Fall brings football season, Halloween, Thanksgiving, and of course, all the beautiful leaves. Now, 

this may be heretical, but as I was sitting in the deer blind the other day, I wished that all the leaves were gone. I look 

out my window here as I write, and I see full green silver maples, and I dream of them falling before the snow starts 

to fly. I enjoy the beautiful leaves, but there’s something almost magical about the world when the leaves have all 

fallen. You can see things that you had never noticed before or at least forgot existed. You can see farther. When the 

leaves have fallen, I catch myself looking at other things. The leaves are no longer this beautiful distraction. I can see 

the houses in my neighborhood. I can see the people. I love my fall walks because I get to bundle up, throw on a 

podcast, and see my neighbor with new eyes.  

I have been reading Luke Edwards’ book “Becoming Church: A Trail Guide for Starting Fresh Expressions,” He 

talks about this practice called “Lectio Vicinitas,” or neighborhood reading. This is a practice to be done while walk-

ing or driving through a community. Neighborhood reading has five movements; prepare, read, meditate, pray, and 

contemplate. In the Prepare movement, you invite the Holy Spirit to guide your steps and open you to the experience 

and the community. The Read movement invites you to observe the neighborhood. Notice where the people are gath-

ering or not gathering. Notice the signs that are up. Look if people are moving or homes are for sale. This movement 

focuses on reading the community. In the next movement, Meditate, you are encouraged to find a park bench and 

reflect upon what you have read. What feelings did you have as you walked? Where did you see God at work? What 

stood out the most? Then you Pray about it in the next movement. Ask God some questions and ask God for clarity 

about your reflections. Then in the final movement, Contemplate, you write down newly discovered insights. You 

take time to wrap up your walk and to see if God revealed anything. In these five movements of neighborhood read-

ing, we open up our awareness of the community.  

As the leaves fall and our views change this fall, I encouraged you to take this opportunity to do some Lectio Vicini-

tas to read your neighborhood. Even if you have lived here your entire life, the community is constantly changing. 

There are things that you have not noticed before because the leaves may have been in the way. Jesus teaches us that 

if we want to reach people with the gospel, we must walk the streets we minister. We have to sit at the tables of our 

neighbors. We have to have conversations, and we walk. So join me this fall in a practice of neighborhood reading 

and see where God is calling us. 

 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Lee 

V o l u m e  1 3 ;  I s s u e  1 1  
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Sharing Hope’s Abundance through Missions! 
                                                         

                        Missions Information by Judy Clark, Chair 

Last month more Baby Hugs were put together to donate to par-
ents giving birth at our local hospital. Joni Jenkins has taken on 
this project. Thanks to Lois Ankeny, we never have to purchase ba-
by hats!   
 

Thanks to Jill Roesler for hauling donated items from our 
church to Emma Norton,  the national UMW mission in Minneso-
ta.  When you have additional items to donate to Emma Norton, put 
them in the marked basket at the church. 
 

Bundle Up is just around the corner.  Our 
church will give away winter coats and accessories on Saturday  
November 13, 20, 27, and December 4 from 10:00 am to noon.  Bundle 
Up will again take place in the church garage. If you can help sort and 
setup for Bundle Up, we’ll be doing it the week prior to Nov 13. Call 
the church office to leave your name/phone number so we can reach 
you when setup time/date is scheduled!  If you can work during Bundle 
Up, talk with AB Russ or Al Roesler. 
 

United Methodist Student Day special offering is received in November.   Your financial 
gifts underwrite scholarships for United Methodist undergraduate and graduate students al-
lowing them to achieve education goals with financial freedom.  (I was thankful to receive such 
gifts during my seminary years.) 

 

  

      It’s NOT TOO Late!   
     2021 Lord’s Acre is in need of renters!  

A renter contributes $70 into the offering plate and goes into the general 
fund. You do NOT have to operate land. A farmer gives the equivalent of one 
acre of income. At the end of the year, those signed up will meet to decide 
how to distribute the funds to local and international missions! Please sign up 
by the drinking fountain on the bulletin board if you would like to take part in 
this opportunity! 

        Website: http://www. behopeumc. com/ 

 

If anyone needs a ride and doesn’t like to drive on 
icy roads to church, just call Al Roesler 525-0630 or 
Linda Taylor 507-236-2920 the Saturday before – 
and we’ll gladly pick you up !! 
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November Anniversaries 

Music Notes   
The Hope choir continues holding rehearsals at 6:30 each Wednesday even-
ing. We plan to sing during worship on Sundays, October 31st, November 
14th and either November 22nd or 28th.  

With Advent and Christmas coming soon, choir rehearsals will center 
around the lovely seasonal music that is so enjoyable to sing. You are wel-
come to join us. Just attend any rehearsal to see if choir is a good fit for 
you. 

                                                                                                Bonnie 

1- Slater Peterson 

     Allen Kitts 

2-Jay Ankeny 

3- Erica Hanson 

    Michael Rubatt 

    Amelia (Amy) Lewis 

7- Emerson Rose Oliver 

    Clark Lundquist 

    Bucky King 

8- Derek Abel 

    Brady Farnham 

    Bobby Ward 

11- Bill Eckles 

      Kaley Kaiser 

12- Lukas Poetter 

12 Lukas Poetter  

13- Alesha Stauffer 

      Brian Johnson 

       Preston Jones 

14- Cass Davis 

      Ana Ankeny 

      Michael Darula 

15- Taylin McDonald 

19- Alan Roesler 

20- Jenny Lundquist 

      Gerald Cyphers 

      LaDonna Dutton 

21- Brian Millmann 

      Shane Becker 

       Maci Frommie 

Sandy’s Scoop  

I continue to stay in Rochester during the weekdays to help Tristan navigate all of his appointments 

and his radiation and chemotherapy. I have been coming home on the weekends, and I have been com-

pleting and printing the bulletins on Saturday afternoons. On Sundays we have been counting the con-

tributions and trying to keep up with other tasks, like the Newsletter! Because of this schedule, those 

who receive the bulletin in the mail are not receiving them until AFTER church is over.  I do apologize 

for this, but at this time, I feel that I need to be with my son. He will be finished with treatment on 

November 24, so maybe things can get back to a little bit of normal?? Anyway, thank you all for your 

patience and understanding at this time.  

23- Sylvia Poetter  

24- Faith Eckles 

25- Kip Murphy 

      Kyler Goldberg 

26- Lisa Peterson 

27- Richard Sinn 

28- David Murray 

       Blayze Goldberg 

29- Bruce Lawrence 

30- Lester Brooks 

      Daren Sandum 

       Rose Hall 

 

 

       

 

9- Michael & Sarah Darula 

12- Jay & Jennifer Johnson 

21- Eldon & Reta Steele 

27- Todd & Mara Olson 

  Community     
 

A free holiday play 
is being offered this 
year! Get into the 
holiday spirit by 
attending! 

NOVEMBER 27 is the 
scarfing of the Green 
Giant! 

The Town and 

Country Players 

Holiday “Two-fer” 

coordinates with 

the Holiday Sam-

pler, also on  Nov. 

12! 
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Children and Youth   
 

       
 Early Release Time Volunteers 

Every Wednesday starting October 6th and running through 
April 27, from 2:15-4:15, our halls and rooms will be filled 
with kids coming for “Sunday School” (but on Wednesday). 
If you can help lead a game, or cut out crafts, or make sure 
we have enough apple sauce on hand please reach out to  
Pastor Lee!  

Confirmation 

Confirmation is a two-year program for 7th and 8th graders. 
Please contact Pastor Lee if you have a 7th or 8th grader that will 
be participating in confirmation this year.  We meet on Wednes-

Hiring Director of Children and Youth Ministry 

We are looking to hire a part-time Director of Children and Youth Ministry. If you are     

interested in what this job entails, please contact tor Lee at 763-913-4756 or 

lee.j.miller520@gmail.com. If you know someone who may be perfect for this position, please 

pass on Pastor Lee's information.  

A little  

Thanksgiving fun! 

1 Chronicles 16:34  

Oh give thanks to 
the LORD, for 
He is good; for 
His steadfast love 
endures forever! 
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Please lift up in prayer…. 

 Members and Friends in Health Care Centers and those at their homes including: Mae 
Hove, Merre Kivlin, Lonny Schmidtke, Newt Toland, Caroline Whitney, Jean Nelson, 
Mary Ochs, the Mike Rubatt family, Tristan Guth, Petra Steinke 
 Armed Services personnel and their families, including: Keagen Ihle, Hunter 
Spencer, Tucker Bottin, Bryce Hanson, David Miller, Cole Steinke, Terry 
Keithahn, Kenneth Torgerson, Michael Wohlrabe, and Brett Sandum.  

"The best and most beautiful things in this world cannot be seen or even 
heard, but must be felt with the heart." –Helen Keller 

UMW  
Our UMW has met our district pledge of $4000, largely thanks to the wonderful response 
to the Snowball letter which went out early in the year. We are grateful.  

 

In November we would like to raise money for our local end of year giving that is our cus-
tom.  

 

How about a Bakeless Bake Sale? Do you groan to yourself when you need to contribute to a 
bake sale? You  go through planning what to make, buying ingredients, actually making and 
packaging the goodies - then feeling guilty for all the forbidden things you bought & 
ate!  Maybe even extra walks or exercising to “burn it off.” Instead, just donate what you 
would have spent and feel good about it! Remember it is also the time for thank offer-
ings.  Please make any checks to UMW, or, if you give online designate your giving to UMW.  

 

We thank you for your help in our giving to local  mission concerns!  

 

Nancy Steinke, President  

  

**We would like to invite you to join us in our United Methodist Women family. Our meet-
ings provide a supportive community where we learn about what is going on in the mis-
sion work of our organization around our country and our world, and what we can do to 
help. Please contact our church office if you would like more information! 

Need Prayer? 

We have created a form on our website so that you can submit your prayer requests. You 
can choose to be anonymous or not, and you can even choose how your prayer is shared. 
Whether you want just Pastor Lee to know or the entire church is up to you! So go to our 
website Behopeumc.com and click at the top on the tab that says "prayer request."  

mailto:lee.j.miller520@gmail.com


 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

     
         
 

1 

       

2 

9 - 2 PM Communion 
at St. Lukes 

     

 

3 

  6:30 PM Choir Practice

  7PM Confirmation

 

   

7     24th Sunday after Pentecost 

    

   9AM Worship service    

 
     
 

8  9:30 AM: “The 
Group” meeting in the 
Conference Room 

      Bloodmobile  
 

6PM: Education  
               Committee 

9 

1 PM UMCOR Work 
Day 

4 PM Membership& 
History Committee 
Meeting 

10  

  6:30 PM Choir Practice

   7PM Confirmation

 
 

 

14 
        25th Sunday after Pentecost 
    

   9AM Worship service  

    2PM Town & Country  

            Players Free Show 

15   

 

 

16 

 
17 

9:30 AM Rachel Circle

5 PM Naomi Circle   

6:30 PM Choir Practice

7PM Confirmation

21  26th Sunday after Pentecost 

    

    9AM Worship service  

     

22     

 

23 

 

24 

   

  6:30 PM Choir Practice 

  7PM NO Confirmation

     

28    1st Sunday of Advent 
  
    9AM Worship service 

  

 

29 

 

30 

 

 

 

      
   

Hope UMC ~ November 2021
"Whatever the new month is bringing for you, be it good or bad; al-

ways keep that smile on your face no matter what."

       

        

   

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Choir Practice 

Confirmation 

4 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

5 

 

6 

 

Choir Practice 

Confirmation 

11 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

3:00 PM Joy Circle 

12 

3 - 9 PM: Holiday 
Sampler  

7:30 Town & Country 
Players Free Show 

13 

   9AM - UMW  

 

Rachel Circle  

Naomi Circle    

Choir Practice 

Confirmation 

18 

9:30 AM Faith Circle 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

 

 

19 
 

20 

 

   

 

 

Choir Practice  

NO Confirmation 

25 

 

 

26   
    

 

27 

 10AM: Scarfing of  
                 the Giant 

 

 

 

  

        

Hope UMC ~ November 2021 
"Whatever the new month is bringing for you, be it good or bad; al-

ways keep that smile on your face no matter what." —Unknown  

   


