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Dear Hope family and friends, 

 

 Recently my son Lincoln, who is seven months old, began scooting around. He hasn't been able to master 

crawling, but he does have a pretty impressive army crawl working for him. I find myself often saying, "how did you 

get over there?" He is scooting all over the house, and it doesn't take him long. But, even as Rachel and I watch him 

motoring all over the house, we keep waiting and hoping for him to crawl. It's the same feeling we had when he 

could roll from his back to his stomach. We kept wishing for him to be able to roll continuously. It's how we felt 

when he could lift his head, but we wanted him to sit up. I feel the same as I watch him spit sweet potatoes at me, as 

I can’t wait for him to sit on the couch enjoying a Christmas cookie with me in a couple of months. And I'm sure we 

are going to feel the exact same way once he gets his crawling down, as we hope for him to walk or to find some 

words. And for you parents out there, I can only imagine the hoping for the next exciting stage to come doesn't end. I 

know what you are thinking, "life moves fast; enjoy every second; it doesn't last long." I know people are thinking 

this because I hear it all the time. But in this instance, what I am hoping for is for it to move fast. I'm not praying that 

it slows down. I'm looking forward to running around with Lincoln. I'm looking forward to eating popcorn while 

watching a football game. I can't wait to see him running around with our dog, Kona. Slow down? No thanks, I want 

to rush on to the next stage and then the next! 

 I don't think I'm alone in having these feelings. I felt the same way in high school. I couldn't wait to get to 

college. Then once I was in college, I couldn't wait to go to seminary. You get a job, and then you can't wait to be 

able to take a vacation. Whatever it is, we often get to where we want to go, and before we even settle down, we 

wish to be somewhere else. This pandemic is a prime example of this type of thinking. Raise your hand if you have 

said, "I can't wait for this to be over so that I can BLANK." I think everyone one of us has. We are always looking 

forward. Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, "There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens." 

This scripture continues with many different life events, but when I read it, I hear, "there is a time to scoot and a time 

to crawl, a time to spit out sweet potatoes and a time to eat cookies." This scripture reminds us that when we are al-

ways looking ahead. When the goalpost is continuously being moved farther and farther away, we miss the joy 

around us. When we always want what's next, we can't enjoy what is currently happening. When we constantly live 

in the future, we miss the beauty in the present. So as we enter into fall and all that it brings, school, long nights, the 

cold, the holiday season, my encouragement to you is to stay in the moment; to see God's beauty where you find 

yourself right now! Because if you always are looking ahead, you miss God right now! There is a time for every-

thing, don't miss it! 

 
Grace and peace, 

Pastor Lee 

 

V o l u m e  1 3 ;  I s s u e  1 0  
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Sharing Hope’s Abundance through Missions! 
                                                         

Thanks to Maggie and Aiden Johnson, Jan Olberg, Nancy and Kurt     

Steinke, Pastor Lee and myself we loaded UMCOR supplies rather 

quickly on Sept 21. Area churches brought cleaning buckets with 

supplies, school and health kits, and some other items to be deliv-

ered in a truck load to Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Illi-

nois. Members at Hope UMC also sent a substantial check to pur-

chase needed supplies. If you missed this opportunity,  you can still 

give money through the offering.  

 

 

Bundle Up is coming.  Dates for giving away winter 

items have not been set yet, but you can bring winter 

coats, snow pants, boots, hats to Hope UMC at any 

time. 

 

             It’s NOT TOO Late!   
2021 Lord’s Acre is in need of renters!  

A renter contributes $70 into the offering plate and goes into the 

general fund. You do NOT have to operate land. A farmer gives the 

equivalent of one acre of income. At the end of the year, those 

signed up will meet to decide how to distribute the funds to local 

and international missions! Please sign up by the drinking fountain on 

the bulletin board if you would like to take part in this opportunity! 

         Website 
http://www.behopeumc.com/ 

As we are getting back to normal, we are trying to get to know our website 
better and get it updated and more interesting! Please check out the website, 
and if there are improvements or ideas that you might have, please don’t hesi-
tate to let us know! If you save the website on your computer, there are links 
to our Facebook page and the online donation page, along with a copy of all the 
newsletters from the past few months! So head to the website and give us 
some feedback! What would YOU like to see on our Website? Let’s make this 
website a place that we can go for lots of information!  
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October Anniversaries 

Music Notes   
We began our new choir year with a familiar tune, and the congregation 

joined in! It was so nice to hear that joyful noise. Remember, everyone      

interested is encouraged to join us! You don't have to be a professional or 

have any special training; the only requirements are a friendly, smiling face 

and love of music.  We have a good time together!       Bonnie Miller 

1- Karen Cyphers 
    Kacey Rae Smith  

2- Steve Core 
     Charlie Roper  
     Cody Hinton 

3- Bruce Ankeny  
     Aeli Olson 

4- Jerry Amundson 
     Juli Lewis  

7- Donald True 
     Celia Lundquist 

8- Carolyn Kaiser 

9- Jan Farnham 
     Deanne Wallace 
     Trudie Wood 

10- Bonnie Miller 

11- Jeanne Beenken 

12- Carson Salisbury 

14- Susan Roesler 
      Allyson Geist 

15- Sara Roper 

16- Maggie Johnson 
      Nathan Murphy 

17- Lee Kuhn 
      Jennifer Spencer 

19- Bridgette Heenan 
      Koby Ihle 

20- Cindy Krosch 
       Jordan Stelter 
       Natalie Griffey 

22- Mike Mensing 

23- Kellie Hill 

Sandy’s Scoop  

As most of you know, Tristan, my youngest, had surgery in his brain to remove a tumor grow-

ing there. Surgery was 12 hours long on September 2. Unbelievably he was released to go 

home on Tuesday the 7th!  We still have many trips to Rochester over the next few months, 

but he truly believes he has been given a 2nd chance. And my faith in humanity has been re-

stored by all the love, prayers, and financial help we have received to help with all these 

trips, lost work, etc. Tristan is already a walking miracle. Thank you, family of HOPE, for tak-

ing my boy under your wing and helping to see us through this! 

24- Helen Allen 
      Kimberly Frey 
      Autumn Lachinski 

25- Louis Schaefer 

26- Larry Parsons 

27- Gene Murphy 

28- Janet Reko 
       Staci Thompson 
       Dylan Preuss 

29- Doug Storbeck  

31- Ann Hanna 
       Mary Ochs 

 

 

       

 

 

 

1- Jay & Barbara Ankeny 

5- Gary & Gail Keck 

6-  Scott & Lisa Peterson 
     Lucas & Shauna Lunz 

8-  Gary & Wanda Olsen 

10- John & Jane Gray 
      Steve & Beth Core 

15- Roger & Lue Nimz 
      Bill & Staci Thompson 

22- Robert & Carol Grapevine 
      Petra & Amanda Steinke 

    Community     
There will be a Free Faribault 
County Job Fair at the Ag 
Center from 3-7 PM! Food 
trucks will be available. Bring 
your resume! 

The kids at VBS took treats 
to the pool, and we re-
ceived a thank you from 
the  staff to our kids! 
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Children and Youth   
 

     It’s baaaack……. 
      

 

Hope UMC and Trinity Lutheran are teaming up to put together a wonderful event where Trunk-or-Treat meets Fall 
Harvest Festival. There will be games, food, fun for the whole family and of course trick-or-treating.  
A couple of years ago we teamed up and had a wonderful event out at the fairgrounds and we are planning to expand 
upon that. We are hoping to have games leading from the trick-or-treating area to the Trinity food stand where families 
can grab a bite and some hot chocolate or cider. We are also hoping to have a hayride going for folks to enjoy. 
 
What I’m asking of my Hope family: 
1) decorate a trunk, truck bed, tractor (would be so cool!) and pass out candy to our guests (supply your own candy) 
2) You could just set up a table along the game path to hand out candy too instead of a trunk 
3) volunteer to run a game and hand out prizes 
4) donate money (we are helping supply food and stuff as well) 
5) Come out and have fun with us Halloween afternoon, tell your friends, grandkids, neighbors, etc.  
 

If you have any questions feel free to reach out to Jenny Lewis: jenny.a.lewis01@gmail.com or 507-327-
9363. Thanks!!! 

 

Early Release Time  

Its back! We will be offering early release time. But, you wont find us on the information you re-

ceived from the school. Don’t worry parents you will receive information directly from us at Hope 
soon! 

Early Release Time Volunteers 

Every Wednesday starting October 6th and running through April 27, from 2:15-4:15, our halls and 
rooms will be filled with kids coming for “Sunday School” (but on Wednesday). If you can help lead 
a game, or cut out crafts, or make sure we have enough apple sauce on hand please reach out to Pas-
tor Lee!  

Confirmation 

Confirmation is a two-year program for 7th and 8th graders. Please contact Pastor Lee if you have a 
7th or 8th grader that will be participating in confirmation this year. We will be starting October 6th 
@7pm. 

Hiring Director of Children and Youth Ministry 

We are looking to hire a part-time Director of Children and Youth Ministry. If you are     

interested in what this job entails, please contact tor Lee at 763-913-4756 or 

lee.j.miller520@gmail.com. If you know someone who may be perfect for this position, please 

pass on Pastor Lee's information.  
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Please lift up in prayer…. 

 Members and Friends in Health Care Centers and those at their homes including: Mae 
Hove, Merre Kivlin, Lonny Schmidtke, Newt Toland, Caroline Whitney, Jean Nelson, 
Mary Ochs, Mike Rubatt, Tristan Guth, Petra Steinke 
 Armed Services personnel and their families, including: Keagen Ihle, Hunter 
Spencer, Tucker Bottin, Bryce Hanson, David Miller, Cole Steinke, Terry 
Keithahn, Kenneth Torgerson, Michael Wohlrabe, and Brett Sandum.  

"Every moment is a fresh beginning."  —T.S. Eliot  

         

UMW  
Now is the Time: 

In the world and in the United Methodist Church, we are living in a prolonged state of uncertainty. 

In the United Methodist Church, we are uncertain about the future. 

 We are, however, NOT UNCERTAIN that God will be with us as God has been with us in the 
past. 

 We are NOT UNCERTAIN about God’s love for us, each of us and all of us, or that God loves 
the world and all that dwell therein. 

 We are NOT UNCERTAIN that there is plenty of room for all of us to demonstrate God’s love 
by doing good to one another, working for the flourishing of our communities and for justice of 
the systems within which we operate. 

 We are NOT UNCERTAIN that United Methodist Women has a role to play in connecting the 
love of God with faithful action in the world. 

Some things we can be certain about! 

Our calling to create a place for all women who want to come together in mission and ministry on 
behalf of women, children and youth continues. All of us need places of spiritual growth and in-
spiration. Women, in large and small groups, have provided that and will provide that for one an-
other through United Methodist Women. 

  

**We would like to invite you to join us in our United Methodist Women family. Our meet-
ings provide a supportive community where we learn about what is going on in the mis-
sion work of our organization around our country and our world, and what we can do to 
help. Please contact our church office if you would like more information! 

Need Prayer? 

We have created a form on our website so that you can submit your prayer requests. You 
can choose to be anonymous or not, and you can even choose how your prayer is shared. 
Whether you want just Pastor Lee to know or the entire church is up to you! So go to our 
website Behopeumc.com and click at the top on the tab that says "prayer request."  

mailto:jenny.a.lewis01@gmail.com
mailto:lee.j.miller520@gmail.com


 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

     
         
 

 

       

 

     

 

 

        

   

3     19th Sunday after Pentecost 

   9AM Worship service    

 
     
 

4     

 
 

5 - 2 PM Communion 
at St. Lukes 

3-7 - Faribault Co Job 
Fair at the Ag Center 

5:30 PM Education 
Committee 

6  

  6:30 PM NO Choir Practice

   7PM Confirmation

 
 

10 
        20th Sunday after Pentecost 
    

   9AM Worship service  

     

         

11    

 

 

12 

1 PM UMCOR Work 
Day 

4 PM Membership& 
History Committee 
Meeting 

13 

9:30 AM Rachel Circle

6:30 PM Choir Practice

7PM Confirmation

 

17  17th Sunday after Pentecost 

    

    9AM Worship service  

     

18     

 

19 

 

20 

  5 PM Naomi Circle   

  6:30 PM Choir Practice 

  7PM NO Confirmation

     

24    18th Sunday after Pentecost 
  
    9AM Worship service 

  

 

25 

 

26 

 

5:30-7 Food Shelf Open 

27 

      
  6:30 PM Choir Practice

  7PM Confirmation

Hope UMC ~ October 2021
"Whatever the new month is bringing for you, be it good or bad; al-

ways keep that smile on your face no matter what."

31       

       9AM Worship service 

   

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

1 

 

2 

 

6:30 PM NO Choir Practice 

Confirmation 

7 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

3:00 PM Joy Circle—
masks are recommended 

8 

 

9 

   9AM - UMW - masks 
are recommended 

 

 

Rachel Circle  

Choir Practice 

Confirmation 

14 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

 

 

 

15 
 

16 

 

   

 

 

Naomi Circle    

Choir Practice  

NO Confirmation 

21 

9:30 AM Faith Circle 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

 

MEA School Break 

22    
    

 

23 

    

Choir Practice 

Confirmation 

28 

 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

29 30 

        

Hope UMC ~ October 2021 
"Whatever the new month is bringing for you, be it good or bad; al-

ways keep that smile on your face no matter what." —Unknown  

   


