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Dear Hope Community,
A week ago, Rachel and I took a tour of Little Giants early learning center. Lincoln is about a year and a half,
and I think we are ready to take the step and leave him at daycare. This is partly because Rachel wants to return
to work, but the main reason is that he needs to play with other kids. We don't want him to only interact with
mom, dad, and grandma. Which for the past year and a half is who he mainly sees. Now we know we can find
helpful people in the church to watch Lincoln. We know that his grandparents would pick up some slack to
watch him more often. But, that's not really the driving force in us looking for daycare options. The whole point
is for Lincoln to connect and learn with kids his age.
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As we were walking home from the tour and discussing how fun it was to see Lincoln playing with other kids, so
much so that we probably could have left and he wouldn't have noticed, I was struck by how closely Lincoln's
need for other kids mirrors our spiritual needs as Christians. Like Lincoln, we can find people to sit with him one
and one. And those times are precious and should not be discounted. But there are so many things he can’t learn
in that environment. There are so many things he needs to be surrounded by peers to learn. For instance, Lincoln
at home never has to share his toys. They are his. There is no one to share with. The same is not true at daycare.
He can't just have all the toys to himself. He can’t place a toy down and expect it to be there in twenty minutes
when he gets around to it. He only learns that when he is learning with a group. The same is true for us as Christians.
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Sitting alone with a cup of coffee and your bible is vital on the faith journey. It's necessary to spend time in prayer and study to sit one-on-one with the Lord and learn what it means to be a follower of Christ. But, there are so
many things we can’t learn. There are so many ways in which we won't be able to grow if all we have are sweet
hours of prayer with God. Jesus modeled this for us. Jesus made it a mission to find people to walk through life
with. Jesus didn't do one-on-one mentoring very often. No, he did peer mentoring groups. He got all of the
twelve disciples together and taught them. And we hear Jesus walk away for his private prayer time when necessary.
There is something so powerful about being surrounded by brothers and sisters in faith. In fact, it's a necessary
component of the faith life. My dad once told me a story about a man sitting around a fire, and his friend was
discussing how he doesn't go to church anymore and just doesn't really see the value of getting up on Sunday
mornings for church. The man said that he reads his bible every day. He prays often, and he says he feels like his
spiritual life is just as good. The man listening slowly takes a coal out of the fire with a stick and says nothing.
The coal burns for a little while and then goes out. He tells the friend, you are like this coal. You can remain on
fire for the Lord for a little while. But eventually, you burn out. Then he takes the coal and slides it back into the
fire, and the coal erupts into flames. The friend was back in church on Sunday morning.

Just like Lincoln needs to be around other kids to learn, we as Christians need to be surrounded by other Christians to learn. This fall, I want to launch several small groups so we can keep our coals burning! Actually, our
administrative council made a goal of starting six new small groups. So, if you have an idea for a small group, I
would love to hear and support it. These don't have to be bible studies. They are groups of Christians living life
together and learning how to live as Christians. Because, after all, Jesus showed us that living a Christian life is
living life together.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Lee

P age 2

PHage
o pe 2Uni ted Me th odist N e ws

Sharing Hope’s Abundance through Missions!
A truck will be coming soon to collect supplies for UMCOR and Midwest Distribution Center. We don't have a date yet, but we already have collected items from some area churches
to go to Pawnee, Illinois. Open since 2000, MMDC is a partner of The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). When a disaster happens - in the US or anywhere in the world needed supplies are delivered quickly to care for victims of natural disasters like hurricanes
and earthquakes. Supplies also go to provide for mothers with new babies, refugees, micro
businesses, medical clinics and hospitals, and schools.
If you want to know what is needed, go online to www.midwestmission.org/kits-projectspatterns/midwest-mission-kits or follow them on Facebook at Midwest Mission. They welcome personal dignity kits, layette kits, medical supplies, student kits, cleaning supplies, and
feminine hygiene kits. (You can find a list of what is needed for each of these kits on the
church credenza, or go online.) MMDC will accept sewing machines, especial treadle, to repair
and pass on. They will repurpose medical supplies (walkers, crutches, wheelchairs, etc), so
what you have sitting in your garage or basement for "some day" may be needed today by
someone who doesn't have access to medical supplies. And, of course, MMDC can always use
money to purchase needed supplies.
You can receive newsletters from MMDC by subscribing at office@midwestmission.org

August Birthdays
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1- Tim Grathwohl
2 - Ben Roper
3- Brent Murphy
4- Cindy Steinke
Jarett Stauffer
Jordan Weir
5- Rolin Sinn
8- Lois Abel
Judy Murray
Skip Meyers
9- Cole Steinke
10- Riley Helmstetter
11- Melissa Bruellman
Jodie Murray
12- Karen Davids
Walton Ankeny
14- Gavin Bussinger
Bill Farnham

15- Sue Perrizo
29- Taylor Millmann
Josh Frommie
16- Pam Hanson
Sue Mensing
30- Tonia Weir
Nakita Lind
17- Cheyenne Erichsrud
Jayden Dusing
19- Kenneth Breen
31- Colton Erichsrud
Robert Grapevine
Evelyn Burch (Rubatt)
Dylon Steele
20- David Nagel
21- Lee Kramer
22- Buzz Hanson
Jeanette Matheso
Tom Taylor
Travis Fenske
23 - Jade Roper
25- Jalen Ihle
Rachel Miller
27- Charles Olson

August Anniversaries
2- Bill & Karrie Eckles
10- Daniel & Jenny Lundquist
11- Brandon & Megan Asmus
12- Roger & LaDonna Dutton
19- John & Brenna McGregor
22- Joey & Rachel Wilson
23- TJ & Jenny Lewis
Jordan & Rebecca Moen
24- JR & Barb Hanson
Timothy & Becky Dann
25- Kurt & Sherry Abel
26- David & Sandra Murray
27- Mike & Sue Mensing
29 - David & Jade Roper

Judy Clark, Mission Coordinator
Please contact the church and leave a message if you need a ride to
church, or call Al Roesler at 525-0630. Let’s fill the bus!

Thank you
We have a heart for missions, here at Hope UMC,
and we ARE appreciated! We have received a
thank-you from Midwest Missions for our generous giving to those in need. We also open our
doors to groups in the community. We received a
thank-you and an offering from Candace Arends
for use of the church for the Bloodmobile, and for
helping set up the day before the Bloodmobile is
scheduled!
We have a “Resource Table” in the Narthex that has information about Mission Opportunities,
Newsletters, and Sign-up Sheets, as well as other information that we would like to pass on.
Check it out on Sundays! Also, we have recently received some excellent information for Seniors from Thrivent and from the Senior Linkage Line. It contains phone numbers and web pages concerning all things, SENIOR! Thrivent has programs right here, at Hope UMC, such as
Common Scams, which affects us all! Please check out the Resource Table!
"Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes with
you. He will not leave you or forsake you." Deuteronomy 31:6

Volunteering Opportunities
Are you looking for things to do to “plug in?” Something that you know will be
appreciated? Here are some volunteering opportunities here at Hope!


Help with Vacation Bible School!



Serve on a committee! We always need people!



Help with Newsletter mailings—Talk to Marilyn



Meals on Wheels—One week per month—Talk to Maggie Johnson



Lawn Mowing! Sign-up sheet in the Narthex

Music Notes
Attention: All who enjoy singing and good fellowship
Hope's fall choir season will soon begin!
Rehearsals are scheduled following worship on August 21st and 28th.
Plans are to sing for the first time on September 11th. Everyone is welcome!
Check with me if you have any questions!

Bonnie
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Children and Youth

Hope Scholarship Program

Hope UMC has a scholarship program for graduating
seniors who are pursuing further education in a college
or vocational school. The scholarship grant is available
for 2 years post high school education. A total of $2000
can be awarded of the two-year period. For further information and an application, contact the church office at
526-2144. The application needs to be complete before
the school year begins.

A big THANK YOU to everyone who helped out at the Fair Stand! In the
coming days, we will determine the profits from the fair. Those profits will go
to provide scholarships for camp!
Vacation Bible School

Save the date!!! VBS is happening August 8-11 from 5-7:30pm. The Theme is
“Spark Studios! Sign-ups for volunteers and registration for kids are in the
narthex or fill out a form on Facebook. All kids pre-k through 6th grade are
encouraged to sign-up. Invite your friends and family!
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Please lift up in prayer….
 Members

and Friends in Health Care Centers and those at their homes including: Mae
Hove, Merre Kivlin, Lonny Schmidtke, Newt Toland, Caroline Whitney, Jean Nelson, Petra
Steinke, Mike Douglas, Jake Shope, Linda Taylor
 Armed Services personnel and their families, including: Tucker Bottin, Bryce Hanson,
David Miller, Cole Steinke, Terry Keithahn, Kenneth Torgerson, Michael Wohlrabe, and
Brett Sandum, Jonathan Hill

Those We Have Lost: Our sympathy to the Family & Friends of John Gray who passed away
Sunday, July 17th at the St Luke's Lutheran Care Center. A private family service, followed
by a Visitation, was held on Saturday, July 23rd at Patton Funeral Home.

Need Prayer?
We have created a form on our website so that you can submit your prayer requests. You
can choose to be anonymous or not, and you can even choose how your prayer is shared.
Whether you want just Pastor Lee to know or the entire church is up to you! So go to our
website Behopeumc.com and click at the top on the tab that says "prayer request."

UWF (formerly UMW)
And in other news:
National Suicide Hotline Designation Act authorized 988 as the new
three-digit number for the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline.
The Veterans Crisis Line may now be reached by dialing
988 then Press 1.
Spread the Word! It could save a life!
Coffee For the Troops!
Thanks to Books-A-Million and their annual Coffee for the Troops campaign, Soldiers' Angels will
begin shipping tens of thousands of bags of coffee this coming week! You can help get
this coffee to our heroes, past and present, by covering the cost to ship one or more care
packages full of coffee!
Go to: Ship Holiday Stockings to Deployed - Soldiers' Angels (soldiersangels.org)

Sandy’s Scoop
Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer! The summer is flying by! Tristan is back to work at a
new full-time job in Fairmont, the first full-time work he has had in nearly a year! Meanwhile,
Allen had open heart surgery in July. But both of my guys are recovering nicely, so I feel
blessed. My office hours are usually T, Th 10-3. Sometimes I have a conflict so I switch things
around a bit, but I almost always have my cell on me, so if you need anything, give me a buzz:
507-525-0414. I apologize for any problems this may cause.
Sandy

"Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins." 1 Peter 4:8

No UWF meeting in August
Rachel Circle Wednesday, August 17 at 9:30 AM
Joy Circle No Meeting in August
Faith Circle Thursday, August 18 at 9:30 AM
Naomi Circle: No Meeting in August
President’s Piece

“And the second is like it. ‘Love your neighbor as you love yourself.’ - Matthew 22:39 NIRV
Much of our society is experiencing a surge of loneliness. What is our strategy to battle loneliness as a Christian? It is easy to become self-absorbed and neglect the chances to connect
with those around us. Let’s try to actively greet the people we see during the day, and to
make a phone call, text or write a letter or card to someone we know who doesn’t get the
chance to get out and see people in person! It may not seem like much, but when Christians
really try to love God and love others, we CAN make a difference!
Be Blessed!
Nancy
PLEASE NOTE:
Hope UWF/UMW will be hosting The District Fall Gathering on Saturday, September 17. Please plan to
share hospitality by registering, greeting, serving, setting up or helping in some way.

Hope UMC ~ August 2022

"Happiness and prosperity shall be yours. I hope this new month brings you
everything you desire." —Unknown

Sunday

7 9th Sunday After Pentecost
9AM Worship service

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
2 PM Communion at
St. Lukes
2 PM NO UMW

3

4

5

6

8

9

10

11
10:00 AM Bible Study
No Joy Circle

12

13

16

17
9:30 AM Rachel Circle
3:00 pm Membership& History
Committee Meeting

18
9:30 AM Faith Circle
10:00 AM Bible Study

19

20

22

23

24

25
10:00 AM NO Bible
Study

26

27

29

30

31

5:30 PM NO Missions
Committee

10:00 AM NO Bible
Study

Vacation Bible School
Aug 8-11
14 10th Sunday After Pentecost

15

9AM Worship service

21 11th Sunday After Pentecost

Hope Church
delivers
Meals on
Wheels this
week M-F

9AM Worship service

28 12th Sunday After Pentecost
9AM Worship service

“God
God never said that the journey would be easy, but He did say that the arrival would be worthwhile”
worthwhile –Max Lucado

