
Staff 

Pastor Lee Miller - 763-913-4756  (cell)    E-mail: lee.j.miller520@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant Sandy Kitts - 507-525-0414 (cell)  E-mail: hopeumc@bevcomm.net  

Youth Coordinator - Christopher Parker - (757) 646-0141 (cell) Email: youthcoordinatorhope@gmail.com  

Kids Coordinator - Brittany Parker—507-848-1196  Email: kidscoordinatorhope@gmail.com 

Office: 507.526.2144 

Office hours at Hope UMC are 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM Tuesday & Thursday  

Newsletter items are due the 17th of the month.                              

Please send announcements for the bulletin and the newsletter to the above email address or call the church office. 

Please notify the church office of any changes in names, addresses, incorrect birthdays or anniversaries, or if you’d like 

to receive this newsletter via email. 

Sunday Services: 9 AM Worship 
Sunday 9 AM Service is broadcast on KBEW 1560 AM. 

Visit behopeumc.com to stay updated with current events,  
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Dear Hope Family and Friends, 

Christmas music has started in my house; yes, it is before Thanksgiving as I write this. I came 
home from work the other day and asked Rachel and Lincoln how their day was, and the first thing I 
was told was they listened to Christmas music. Almost as if they did something terrible. I laughed and 
admitted that I, too, had listened to a little Christmas music that day. Christmas music is almost like 
Pringles' "Once you Pop, you can't stop." Once you start humming that first little tune, it's like the flood-
gates are open, the seal is cracked, and there is no stopping the Christmas music. You are afraid to start 
listening because you know it's over for your household once you do. You are now in the Christmas sea-
son, and there is nothing you can do about it.  

  The activity, excitement, and work that goes into Christmas music are immense. At Hope UMC, 
you have so many opportunities to enjoy Christmas music. On December 11th at 2pm, we will be host-
ing a Community Christmas service of lessons and carols. On December 15th, we have the honor of 
hosting Genesis Classical Academy and their Christmas program @7pm (All are welcome). Then we 
turn around on December 18th and have our children's Christmas program during our 9am worship. 
That's not to mention our Christmas Eve (4pm) and Christmas day service (online only) that will be 
filled with music. Christmas is so musical, and we spend a lot of time and energy over the next month to 
consume as much as possible. If you don't get your fill of Christmas music this season at Hope, that's on 
you.  

 But it all makes me wonder. Would it be possible to be like this all year round? Not necessarily 
playing Christmas music and having Christmas concerts but this energy and enthusiasm. Could we cap-
ture a bit of the Christmas spirit and use it throughout the year? Come December 26th, everyone in the 
Church is so tired. We are emotionally and physically spent and can't imagine planning another thing. In 
fact, I can almost guarantee that right after Christmas, I will get sick because it's the first time I have 
stopped to breath in a month. And I know many of you are the same. It all makes me wonder if it's too 
much.  

 We hear of a time when Jesus was surrounded by people who needed healing. They are pressing 
in on him. He could have worked and worked and worked, but he does something hard for us to hear. 
He walked away. He left all those people. There were so many needs. Just like us, there are so many 
things to do during this time. So many concerts to see. So much Christmas music to enjoy. Could you 
imagine just walking away? Well, it's what Jesus does. He walks away because he needs to pray! To do 
the vital work, he needs to step back and pray. So that he can do more work. I wonder if we may forget 
this lesson in the rush of Christmas. That we need to pray. All these concerts and activities are lovely, 
but if they leave us so dead that we can't do the work the next day, maybe there will be a problem.  

 I'm not telling you to cancel your Christmas concerts. I'm very much looking forward to them all. 
I am suggesting that if we want to capture the Christmas energy for the whole year, we need to be     
centered in prayer. We need to rest so we can return and do the work. If Jesus can do it, I think we can 
as well. So sing and sing and sing, but don't forget Jesus may not be back on Christmas, and we will still 
have work to do.  

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Lee  
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Hope UMC a faith community growing in Christian love through discipleship,    
the inclusion of all, and fellowship  
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Included in this newsletter is a Gift Certificate. This is for anyone who might be on your Christmas list, and you just 
don’t know what to get them! Why not consider donating to our Safe-T Bin Home Mission? Just make your check 
payable to Hope UMC with a memo to Safe-T Bin Home in honor of your recipient! Then give the gift certificate to 
your friend. We will make sure your donation gets sent straight to GoServGlobal toward their Bin Homes! It’s that 
simple! We have more of these certificates printed, so grab as many as you like.  
 

 

       Sharing Hope’s Abundance through Missions! 

Thank you to the dozen people who came out to load the MMDC truck at Hope. It was plenty 
cold, so we were thankful we didn't have to repack from one truck to the other as we normally 
do.  We carried boxes of school and health supplies, bikes, cleaning supplies and buckets, sew-
ing machines (including three treadles), bedding, and medical supplies including crutches, walk-
ers, etc. What a haul from our district churches! I was amazed at how fast we got the job 
done so Lyndy could get on his way!   

Bundle Up is going well. Over the past three Saturdays we have given out 446 items! And I 
write this we still have one Saturday to go. It's exciting to see families coming in to get win-
ter gear, and many of them have brought items which their kids have outgrown so our supply 
is constantly changing! Thanks to all of you for your generosity as you cleaned out your closets 
and shared gently used items for cold weather. We find the most needed items are snowpants 
for all sizes, boots, and children's coats. It you find some of these in a thrift store, why not 
buy them for next year's Bundle Up! Thanks to the faithful workers who setup, take down, 
and work the Saturdays we're open.  Special thanks to Fran and Al who say they're stepping 
down next year. Who will take their places? 

It was great to hear from Chris Caswell about GoServGlobal and SafeT homes as he shared in 
worship one Sunday in November. We are presently collecting donations to pay for our fourth 
bin home! You can learn more about Safe T Homes at www.goservglobal.org   If you have 
someone on your Christmas list who's hard to buy for, consider giving a Gift Certificate to-
wards a SafeT home. 

Doesn't it feel wonderful to be Jesus' hands and feet as we do missions?  

           Judy Clark  

 

Volunteering Opportunities 

Are you looking for things to do to “plug in?” Something that you know will be  
appreciated? Here are some volunteering opportunities here at Hope! 

 Help with Early Release! We need you! Talk to Brittany 

 Sing in the choir! We can use more voices to make a joyful noise! 

 Bring goodies for after worship coffee time 

 Help in the kitchen 

 Serve on a committee! We always need people! 

 Help with Newsletter mailings—Talk to Marilyn 

 Meals on Wheels—One week per month—Talk to Maggie Johnson 
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Music Notes   

The fall choir season is coming to a close with a busy Advent season. We 
are singing for worship on November 27th and December 4th. 
 

On December 11th at 2 o'clock in the afternoon, Hope Church is hosting  
a special Christmas program featuring area musicians accompanied by John 
Engesser. The program is a service of lessons and carols including vocal and instru-
mental solos and duets, scripture readings, congregational carols. And choir selec-
tions from the cantata "Were Y ou There on That Christmas Night?"  
A time of fellowship will follow the service. 
  

Hope Choir will sing Alfred Burt's "Star Carol" for the Christmas Eve service. Guests are welcome to join us 
in singing this familiar carol.  
 

The choir takes a break in January - this is an opportunity to volunteer  
to provide special music for worship.     

1- Gracie Asmus 
     Jennifer Ihle 
     Simon Holland 
     Katelyn Storbeck 

2- Sarah Ferguson 

3 – Paula Winslow 
      Jake Shope 

4- Amy Schepers 
     Issac Goshorn  

5- Eldon Beenken 
     Naomi Goshorn 

7- Zachary Murphy 
     David Roper 

9- Steve Scheid 

11- Kasey Kramer 
       Nicholas Uecker 

13- Muriel Hanna 

14- Betty Johnston 
      Riley Kaiser 

15- Ryder Stauffer 

16- Danny Fryman 

18- Aidan Johnson 
      Cullen Holland 

20- Sophia Hall 
      Lyndsey Borris 
      Travis Dann 
      Kathy Goodwin 

22- Carol Grapevine 
      Betty Kay Hulsebus 
      Gaven Bruellman 
      Payten Sorbel 

Sandy’s Scoop 

I don’t have much to add, except that I am Thankful... 

My office hours are usually T, Th 10-3. I have been pulling Grandma duty so I switch things around 
sometimes, but I almost always have my cell on me, so if you need anything, give me a buzz:  
507-525-0414. I apologize for any problems this may cause.            

25. Megan Hanson-Haase 

26- MacKenzie Darula 
      Ethon Steele 

27- Amy Bussinger 

29- Neil Eckles 
      Jay Smith 
      Diane Holland 
      Amelia Schepers 

30- Blake Peterson 
      Mackenzie Erichsrud 
      Dan Brod 

31- Jane Gray 
      Anthony Uecker 

6- Rose & Jason Hall 
     Mike & Gail Warringer 

12- Thomas & Cindy Steinke 

17- Bill & Jan Farnham 

29- Doug & Melissa Storbeck 

 

Please contact the church and leave a message if you know someone who needs a 
ride to church, or call Al Roesler at 525-0630  
or Linda at 507-236-2920                                                          Let’s fill the bus!  

Exploring a Second Service: 

We at Hope at looking to start a second worship experience. If this is of any interest to you scan 
this QR code with your phone and fill out the form. You can also find the form on our Facebook 

“The way you spend Christmas is far more important than how much.” — Henry David 

http://www.goservglobal.org
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                                                                Our Christmas Program is on December 18 at 9AM! 

      Hello Everyone! 

I Hope you all had a lovely Thanksgiving! Today when I opened my computer to type this up my son  
Jadon (age 10) asked if he could help me write it. It was really sweet of him, and when I thought about it I  

realized it might be fun for you to hear a child’s take on it. So in his own words: 

“This is Jadon. I’m writing the newsletter for my mom. I’ve been enjoying Early Release a lot, all the kids 
there seem to be having lots of fun! We get a Fun Day on the last Wednesday of every month, this 
month all of the kids at early release are working on a Christmas program. I’m a wise man and my  
sister is an angel and a singer.  Lately on Sunday we’ve been getting a lot more kids than usual, we  

normally have about five or ten kids but last Sunday we had around sixteen kids we had so many that 
we didn’t even have enough crafts for everyone!”  

So what did you think? Was it fun to hear about it from a child’s perspective? Should we consider adding a kids’ 

column to our newsletter written by the Kids of Hope? When children within a church family feel heard, 
loved, and known they are more likely to stay when they grow up. I believe a kids’ page on our newsletter 

could be a wonderful way to help the children feel they ARE an important part of who we are, and it would en-
courage parents to open this little letter up to find out what their kids are writing!   

                          Brittany Parker – Kids of Hope Coordinator 

 

Youth Group 

In November we finished our study on Ekklesia and watched the movie “I Can Only Imag-

ine.” Now December is upon us. Instead of getting lost in the busyness of the season, we 

will learn what it’s all about during our study on Advent. Youth group meets on Wednesdays 

from 6-8pm and is open to all students in 7th-12th grade. 

On Sunday, December 11 we will have a fun game night! Bring a friend and a favorite board 

or card game. I will be waiting to challenge anyone to a game of Chess! 

Please note that we will not have youth group on December 28.  

Timothy 4:12 Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in 

speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.    Christopher Parker—Youth Coordinator 

**We could always use volunteers for the After School Program: Wednesdays from 2:30—4:15 

Community Event 

Interfaith Caregivers is initiating a grief support group beginning December 1 at 10:00 am at the  
Interfaith office, 301 N Main (entrance on north side).  The group will meet the first and third 
Thursdays of each month. As an ongoing support group, participants will attend as long as they 
wish and new participants may start at any session.  Terri Hanson, PhD, retired Psychologist will  
facilitate the group. Contact her at 701-537-0611 or call the Interfaith office at 507-526-4684. 

Kids of Hope 

Stay tuned! Starting next month, we will bring back some kids and youth activities/puzzles in 
our newsletter! Gotta keep those kids engaged! 
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Please lift up in prayer…. 

 Members and Friends in Health Care Centers and those at their homes including: Mae 
Hove, Merre Kivlin, Newt Toland, Jean Nelson, Caroline Whitney,  
Petra Steinke, Jake Shope, Linda Taylor, Mike Rubatt 
 Armed Services personnel and their families, including: Tucker Bottin, Bryce Hanson has 
retired! David Miller, Cole Steinke, Terry Keithahn, Kenneth Torgerson, Michael Wohl-
rabe, Brett Sandum, and Jonathan Hill 

 

Those we have Lost: Remember  the families of Mike Douglas, LaDonna Johnson and Carma  
Sunken. We have several in our church family who have lost loved ones recently. Please keep those 

families in your prayers: Barb Hanson lost her sister, Joyce Lawrence Hubbard. She is also the cousin of 
Bruce Lawrence. Barb also lost a brother earlier in the year. Mae Kiehm lost her brother; Gary Keck lost 
his father recently. Also, Audrey Brod and Bob Grapevine lost a sister in recent days. 

   UWF (formerly UMW) 

UWF meets December 6 at 2PM.  

Rachel Circle Wednesday, December 13 at 9:30 AM 
Joy Circle Thursday, December 8 at 1:30 PM 
Faith Circle No meetings until March! 
Naomi Circle: Always working behind the scenes    

President’s Piece   

As we transition from fall to winter and from Thanksgiving to Christmas, let us keep our focus 
on gratitude for God’s blessings and anticipation of our celebration of Jesus’ birth - the su-
preme gift to humanity from a loving God! Take moments away from the holiday busy-ness to 
think about and cherish our journey to the manger! 

Your sister in Christ,                                      

Nancy Steinke, President of Hope UMW 

    

Need Prayer? 

We have created a form on our website so that you can submit your prayer requests. You can 
choose to be anonymous or not, and you can even choose how your prayer is shared. Whether 
you want just Pastor Lee to know or the entire church is up to you! So go to our website     
Behopeumc.com and click at the top on the tab that says "prayer request."  

“Joy to the world, the Lord is come, let earth receive her King.” – “Joy to the World”  

Advent Devotion: If you are looking for a free advent devotional I encourage you to check out Kate Bowler's "The 
Season of Waiting (and waiting...and waiting)" A free 4-week advent devotional. You can find it at this link kate-
bowler.com/advent2022/. Or there is a link on our Facebook page! If you would like us at Hope to print a copy please 
sign-up in the back.  



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

(Nov 27) 

 
Advent Bible Study following 
worship 

 

       

(Nov 29) 

10AM:Advent Bible 
           Study  at 
           Cabin Coffee 

(Nov 30)  

4:30PM Choir Practice

 
 

 4     2nd Sunday of Advent 

9AM Worship service  

Choir Practice following  
          worship  

Advent Bible Study following 
worship 
1PM: Choir Practice 

5 

6PM: Finance Meeting 

7PM:Ad Council Meeting  

 

 

6 
10AM:Advent Bible 
           Study  at 
           Cabin Coffee 

2PM UMW/UWF  

2PM Church Service 
at St. Lukes 

7 

2:30 PM: Early Release Classes

4:30PM Choir Practice

6-8 PM: Youth Group

7PM Confirmation 

 

11    3rd Sunday of Advent 
9AM Worship service  

Advent Bible Study following 
worship 

2PM: Community Christmas 
Program at Hope 

     

12    

 

 

13 

10AM:Advent Bible 
           Study  at 
           Cabin Coffee 
 

14 

9:30 AM Rachel Circle

2:30 PM: Early Release Classes

6-8 PM: Youth Group

7PM: Confirmation 

18 4th Sunday of Advent 

9AM Worship service:  
            Kids of Hope! 
Advent Bible Study following 
worship 

 Charge Conference  
following worship  

 

19 

 

20 

10AM:Advent Bible 
           Study  at 
           Cabin Coffee 

21 

2:30 PM: Early Release Classes

6-8 PM: Youth Group

7PM Confirmation 

 
        
      

25       No Services 26 

 

 
 

27 

 

28 

2:30 PM: Early Release Classes

6-8 PM: Youth Group

7PM Confirmation 

       
 

    

Hope UMC ~ December 2022
"Happiness and prosperity shall be yours. I hope this new month brings you 

everything you desire."

“Peace on earth will come to stay, when we live Christmas every day.

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Choir Practice 

1 

10:00 AM Bible Study 
2 

 

3  

Early Release Classes 

Choir Practice 

Youth Group 

Confirmation  

8 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

1:30 PM Joy Circle  

9 

 

10 

 

 

Rachel Circle 

Early Release Classes 

Youth Group 

Confirmation  

15   

9:30 AM Faith Circle 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

16   17 

 

   

 

 

 

Early Release Classes 

Youth Group 

Confirmation  

22 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

23  
 

 

24 

4PM: Christmas Eve 
Service—choir sings 

Early Release Classes 

Youth Group 

Confirmation  

29 

10:00 AM Bible Study 
30 31 

 

   

Hope UMC ~ December 2022 
"Happiness and prosperity shall be yours. I hope this new month brings you 

everything you desire." —Unknown  

Peace on earth will come to stay, when we live Christmas every day.” — Helen Steiner Rice   


