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Dear Hope Family and Friends,
Summer is really heating up, so I was super fortunate to spend a week with Lincoln at the pool for swimming
lessons. The first night was absolutely terrible. He wouldn't even touch the water. Any time I would squat down
to touch the water with his feet (not even to set him down), he would scream cry. He cried the entire time. After
the first day, I really didn't want to go back. I didn't want to listen to him cry. I didn't want to be the parent with a
kid who is afraid of water. He was the only kid who seemed to struggle that first day. I wanted to chalk it up to
him being too young (which would be a lie), and we would try again next year. But we went back.
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On day two, we decided to go to the pool before lessons to get better acquainted with the water and hopefully
have a better time. This day he was able to get in, but he held a tight grip around my neck. But, it was progress.
On day three, we were able to release the grip and float a little. He was able to let me dunk his head under water.
Each day he got a little better. Each day his fears were soothed a little more. Watching it was fun as he became
more comfortable with the water.

We often approach faith, specifically evangelism, like me after day one of the swim lessons. We had one terrible
experience, and the laundry list of excuses came out. I'm too shy, not ready, and not trained. And some of these
may actually be true statements about who you are. Lincoln is young. Lincoln did have a terrible first day. The
water was scary. All of these are true to his experience on day one. But here's the problem, I don't get to see the
joy of days four and five if I let a terrible day one sideline us. The same is true for us spreading the good news of
Jesus. Sure it's hard. It's hard to tell people about Jesus. It's hard to evangelize. It's hard to shout our faith from
the rooftops. And yes, you may have had terrible times before, but each day is an opportunity to take another
step. It's another opportunity to spread the gospel!

Sunday Services: 9 AM Worship
Sunday 9 AM Service is broadcast on KBEW 1560 AM.
Visit behopeumc.com to stay updated with current events,
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Office: 507.526.2144
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Please send announcements for the bulletin and the newsletter to the above email address or call the church office.
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After day one, I didn't rush back to the pool and magically think everything was going to be better. No, I took the
next logical step, touching the water. And after day two, I didn't imagine that Lincoln would be running and
splashing in the water. No, this time, we loosened the grip. It was incremental changes.
All too often, we go big once, and then we stop. We try once, and then we throw our hands up in disappointment.
We meet resistance once, and we take our ball and go home. But, I believe the Christian life is really a journey
into and not away from failure. It's a life that begins with a terrible first day and dares to try again on day two. So
this summer, I encourage you to spread the gospel. Share the good news, and if the first attempt is terrible, oh
well, try again. We cant try once and give up. If we do, we will be sitting on the shoreline, missing all the fun.
Missing the fun of sharing the gospel and seeing God work in this world. Get in the water this summer and
spread the gospel!
Grace and peace,
Pastor Lee
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Sharing Hope’s Abundance through Missions!
I don't know of any specific missions we're working on this month except raising money for
bin homes. I'm sure we'll have a call from the Conference for health and school kits, etc, with
a truck for MMDC arriving sometime this summer. Meanwhile, this article might encourage us
to keep on keeping on.
Our congregation does a lot of mission work. But when we look at the world, we might wonder
what good our efforts do. We donate cans of soup to the food pantry, but stomachs still growl.
We give away warm coats, but people are still cold. We collect for health kits and school kits and
cleaning kits, but it’s never enough. We pray for peace, but bullets zip to their targets, bombs rip
off limbs, children harden into soldiers. We teach love and forgiveness, but hate and vengeance
mock our every word. We grieve that the world chooses violence and death over peace and cooperation. While we want to think that our hard work in the church will pay off, we cry “How long,
O Lord?”
Just as a farmer has to plant seeds and wait patiently for the harvest, so we must wait for
God’s time to bring in a kingdom of peace, wholeness, and justice. We wait, but we do not wait
passively. We plant our seeds. We do our ministry. We feed the hungry. We give money to build
bin homes. We sew blankets and collect supplies to give away. We stand up for those who have
been kicked to life’s curb. We speak words of peace into a wind of violence and hate. For now, we
see only a tiny stalk popping up from our seeds. The harvest has not yet arrived, but we trust that
it will come in God’s time.
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July Birthdays

1- Lois Ankeny
Rebecca Nagel
2- Judy Cerney
3- Craig Johnston
Mackenzie Kramer
4- Cheryl Nesheim
Keith Steinke
7- Eleanor Franke
Wyatt Holland
8- Brandon Farnham
10- Kory Kaiser
Cory Milbrandt
11- Nathan Bailey
13- Lindsay (Sunken)
O’Brien
Lori Grathwohl
14- Dale Russell

15- Gary Keck
16- Chad Hill
Nancy June Noah
17- Pam Krebsbach
Wyatt Jones
18- Tucker Bottin
19- Petra Steinke
Kurt Steinke
21- Avery Teubner
22- Bailee Burns
23- Seth Becker
Laura Borris
24- Melanie Farnham
Parker Meyers
Lue Nimz

JulyAnniversaries
26- John Gray
Sara LaRow
28 -McKinley Hanson
Shauna Lunz
29. Josh Fromme
31-Reta Steele

1- Allan & Nancy Thompson
Terry & Kathy Goodwin
2- Gary & Joy Agren
10- Brian & Tiffany Ankeny
16- Aron & Megan Goshorn
24- Greg & Diane Holland
Kory & Carolyn Kaiser
26- Shane & Laura Becker
27- Collin & Susan Salisbury
Ryan & Laura Borris
Mike & Sharon (Ogilvie)
Douglas
28- Kenneth & Marlys Breen
Ben & Jessica Eckmann

Please contact the church and leave a message if you need a ride to
church, or call Al Roesler at 525-0630. Let’s fill the bus!

Like a farmer we cannot bring the crop to maturity on our own. We cannot start the harvest
until the crop is ready. Yet we trust that God will use our efforts and our ministry in the final
gathering. And we take heart that the harvest will come. Nothing can stop God’s will for peace,
wholeness, and justice. Be patient but keep doing mission work. Our seeds of ministry will eventually bear fruit. Let us do our part with hope and trust as we wait for the sprouting of God’s kingdom. (paraphrased from Parish Publishing, LLC)

Are you looking for things to do to “plug in?” Something that you know will be
appreciated? Here are some volunteering opportunities here at Hope!

Judy Clark



Work at the Fair Stand!



Help with Vacation Bible School!



Serve on a committee! We always need people!



Help with Newsletter mailings—Talk to Marilyn



Meals on Wheels—One week per month—Talk to Maggie Johnson



Lawn Mowing! Sign-up sheet in the Narthex

Thank you
We have a heart for missions, here at Hope UMC, and we are appreciated!
We have received thank-yous from UMCOR and Midwest Missions for our
generous giving to those in need. Periodically we hear from a new mother,
thanking us for the Baby Hugs that she received with the birth of a child.
When we take things to St. Lukes, we usually receive a couple of cards of
thanks. On a personal note, I feel blessed to be a part of a church family
with such kind hearts...Sandy
We have a “Resource Table” in the Narthex that has information about Mission Opportunities,
Newsletters, and Sign-up Sheets, as well as other information that we would like to pass on.
Check it out on Sundays! Also, we have recently received some excellent information for Seniors from Thrivent and from the Senior Linkage Line. It contains phone numbers and web pages concerning all things, SENIOR! Thrivent has programs right here, at Hope UMC, such as
Common Scams, which affects us all! Please check out the Resource Table!

Volunteering Opportunities

Farmers and Renters needed for 2022!
The sign-up sheet for 2022 Lord's Acre is on the bulletin board by the
drinking fountain. Please sign up !!
 Farmers pledge their income from one acre of crop
 Renters pledge $70 under any Farmer
(or Farmers, and sign as many times as you can)!

Music Notes
The choir is on Summer Vacation! I look forward to seeing everyone at that
time! Watch for updates in the August Newsletter. Have a wonderful summer!
Bonnie
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Children and Youth

Hope Scholarship Program

Hope UMC has a scholarship program for graduating
seniors who are pursuing further education in a college
or vocational school. The scholarship grant is available
for 2 years post high school education. A total of $2000
can be awarded of the two-year period. For further information and an application, contact the church office at
526-2144. The application needs to be complete before
the school year begins.

Fair Stand

The Fairbault County Fair is July 27-30 and we are in need of volunteers to help run the
food stand. Jobs include taking orders, handling money, making fries, and divine swine.
Come hang out with us! To volunteer either sign up in the narthex at church or fill out the
form on Facebook.
Vacation Bible School

H o pe Uni ted Me th odist N e ws

Please lift up in prayer….
 Members

and Friends in Health Care Centers and those at their homes including: Mae
Hove, Merre Kivlin, Lonny Schmidtke, Newt Toland, Caroline Whitney, Jean Nelson, Petra
Steinke, Mike Douglas, David Ochs and family
 Armed Services personnel and their families, including: Tucker Bottin, Bryce Hanson,
David Miller, Cole Steinke, Terry Keithahn, Kenneth Torgerson, Michael Wohlrabe, and
Brett Sandum, Jonathan Hill

Those We Have Lost: We would like to keep Stan and Cooky Christ in our prayers for the
loss of their daughter, Shelly on June 14th. Trudie and Jim Wood’s granddaughter Camie
Rose Weber, daughter of Ben and Kayla Weber, was born on March 30th, died on May 24.
They also have another daughter, 1 1/2 year old Hallie Ruth. Please pray for this family during this
time of grieving.

Need Prayer?
We have created a form on our website so that you can submit your prayer requests. You
can choose to be anonymous or not, and you can even choose how your prayer is shared.
Whether you want just Pastor Lee to know or the entire church is up to you! So go to our
website Behopeumc.com and click at the top on the tab that says "prayer request."

Save the date!!! VBS is happening August 8-11 from 5-7:30pm. Sign-ups for volunteers and registration for kids are in the narthex or fill out a form on Facebook. All kids pre-k through 6th grade are encouraged to sign-up. Invite your
friends and family!
The family of Craig Weir wishes to express our sincere thanks and gratitude for the
many acts of love, kindness, and support shown to our family during this difficult time.
Your thoughtfulness was shown in so many ways through phone calls, visits, cards,
food, memorials, gifts, and flowers. The outpouring of support by your presence at the
visitation and funeral will be cherished and remembered by our family in the days and
months to come. Thank you to our friends, and the community for helping us heal
from the loss of one so dear. We truly appreciate the wonderful service given by
Pastor Lee along with his solo and the peppy music Stacy provided for Craig .
Blessings, Tonia

Sandy’s Scoop
Summer is now in full force, with the hot weather to go with it! Hopefully everyone is enjoying the summer weather! My office hours are usually T, Th 10-3. Sometimes I have my newest little helper, Gage, in
the office, and sometimes I have a conflict so I switch things around a bit, but I almost always have my
cell on me, so if you need anything, give me a buzz: 507-525-0414. I apologize for any problems this may
cause.
Sandy

"God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble." Psalm 46:1
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UWF (formerly UMW)
No UWF meeting in July or August
Rachel Circle Wednesday, July 20 at 9:30 AM
Joy Circle No Meeting in July
Faith Circle Thursday, July 21 at 9:30 AM
The Small and Mighty Naomi Circle: Whenever they feel like it!
President’s Piece

(Contact Pat Richards
to join up!)

“And the second is like it. ‘Love your neighbor as you love yourself.’
Matthew 22:39 NIRV
If we look at a garden as a metaphor for growing in Christ, we will be given our seeds of
truth (scripture), instructions for planting (taking it to heart), and watering (application) that
seed. The lord will grow a beautiful garden of his character in our heart!
BeBlessed!
Nancy
PLEASE NOTE:
Hope UWF/UMW will be hosting The District Fall Gathering on Saturday, September 17. Please plan to
share hospitality by registering, greeting, serving, setting up or helping in some way.

"Here's to a month of possibilities, overcoming challenges, and all-round success." —Unknown

Hope UMC ~ July 2022

"Happiness and prosperity shall be yours. I hope this new month brings you
everything you desire." —Unknown

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
10:00 AM NO Bible
Study

3 4th Sunday After Pentecost
9AM Worship service
Vacation Bible School Planning

10 5th Sunday After Pentecost

4
5:30 PM Missions
Committee

11

9AM Worship service

17 6th Sunday After Pentecost

18

Hope
Church delivers Meals
on Wheels
this week
M-F

7th Sunday After Pentecost

2

7
10:00 AM Bible Study
No Joy Circle in July
or August

8
Giant Days

9

12

13
No Naomi Circle July, August
3:00 pm Membership& History
Committee Meeting

14
10:00 AM Bible Study

15

16

19

20

21
9:30 AM Faith Circle
10:00 AM Bible Study

22

23

28
10:00 AM NO Bible
Study

29

30

26

27

9AM Worship service
Faribault County Fair: July 27-30

31 8th Sunday After Pentecost
9AM Worship service

1

6

9:30 AM Rachel Circle

25

Saturday

5
2 PM UMW
2 PM Communion at
St. Lukes

9AM Worship service
2-4 PM Pie and Ice
Cream Social on St. Lukes
Lawn...in case of rain, meet
at HOPE UMC.
24

Friday

