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Dear Hope family and friends,
Address Service Requested

Sunday Services: 9 AM Worship
Sunday 9 AM Service is broadcast on KBEW 1560 AM.
Visit behopeumc.com to stay updated with current events,
Staff
Pastor Lee Miller - 763-913-4756 (cell)

E-mail: lee.j.miller520@gmail.com

This month Rachel and I will be leaving Lincoln overnight for the first time. For the last 14 months, at least one
of us has spent the night with him. We have left him with relatives so that we could go for dinner, but we always
have been able to wake him up in the morning. But in May, we are leaving him with his grandmother for two
nights so that we can go visit exotic Des Moines, Iowa. Yes, all the way to Des Moines is where we are taking
our first "real" vacation since Lincoln arrived. We chose Des Moines because we wanted somewhere we could
drive to and still make it home if anything went wrong. Unless we get a blizzard at the end of May, we could
make it back if we needed to. You see, built into our plans is nervousness. An escape plan if either of us can't
handle the experience. We can abort our vacation with little sweat. I'm excited, but I wish we didn't leave ourselves this safety net. The escape plan would not be functional if we were in Florida, North Carolina, or even just
a few more hours away. There would be no going back. We would be seeing the trip through no matter what.
This got me thinking about the Israelites when they were standing on the other side of the Red Sea. They have
walked across the dry ground with water on either side. They are staring back when the water crashes back down
all of a sudden, and their path is no more. Yes, I know this wiped out the Egyptian army coming after them, but I
bet there were more than a few who this was not a welcome sight. Because now there was no turning back! And
don't think they didn't want to turn back. They ask for it later in the story. They ask to go back to Egypt. I can
imagine Moses saying, "do you not remember that the path back is no more? The only way to go is forward."
I believe in life, as we have done with our vacation, and in the church, we often prefer it if the water doesn't
crash down. We prefer to have the past be an option if the future gets a little scary. If the newness God is leading
us into gets a little bumpy, we know we can always reverse course cause the water has not crashed down.
As we continue to discern where God is leading us, I think we must be willing to go all-in for the kingdom. We
have to be able to go both feet forward to where God is leading us. Having an accessible exit ramp keeps us from
fully living into the new vision God has for us. If the going gets tough, we can simply revert back to the way
things were. We will do that each and every time. When the option to go back to what is safe and known is there,
we will do it. I'm not advocating for us to throw everything out. I'm not advocating that we change everything.
But maybe what I'm suggesting is that the Christian life, the life of the church, is marked with death and new
life. For new life to happen, we need some death. Just think about our baptismal vows. We die to sin and are
raised to new life. We, as Christians, are people that experience new life when we let something else die. So my
question for you is, what needs to die from your life to live into God's newness? What escape plan do you need
to throw out to fully live into God's calling for you? And what things as a church do we need to leave on the other side of the Red Sea behind a whole bunch of water so that we can find new life? I think you will find it's freeing to know that we cant go back! And as the Israelites found out, the land of milk and honey was forward, not
backward!

Administrative Assistant Sandy Kitts - 507-525-0414 (cell) E-mail: hopeumc@bevcomm.net

Office: 507.526.2144
Office hours at Hope UMC are 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM Tuesday & Thursday
Newsletter items are due the 17th of the month.
Please send announcements for the bulletin and the newsletter to the above email address or call the church office.
Please notify the church office of any changes in names, addresses, incorrect birthdays or anniversaries, or if you’d like
to receive this newsletter via email.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Lee
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Sharing Hope’s Abundance through Missions!
This past month has been an exciting one for missions! The congregation gave a total of $7,170.00 for
special missions, including $4,000 gifts awarded from the Lord's Acre!
Lord's Acre gifts
Congregation gifts
Go Serve Global for Safe T Home (bin) $2,500
$1,000
Midwest Mission, Springfield, MO
500
Ukraine Relief through UMCOR
500
1,770
Haiti: LaSaline Clinic, OC Ministries
200
Blue Earth Food Pantry
500
UMCOR Sunday special offering
200
The congregation has been challenged to raise $7,500 for one Safe-T Bin Home. To date we have sent
$4,500. See the bulletin board near the water fountains to learn more about this project.
Also, a new Lords Acre poster has been created for Farmers and Renters to sign up for 2022. We
hope YOU will be consider being involved in this mission ministry.
We thank the congregation members for bringing in items for the Baby Hugs. At this time we have
plenty of items for Baby Hugs, but if you find sales on Onsies or socks, bring them in!

May Birthdays
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1- Tammy Davis
Susan Hinton
Jonathan Hill
4- Susan Salisbury
Audrey Brod
5- Florence Hacklander
Loyd Hinton, Jr.
6- Jennifer Johnson
Allen Maloney
7- Thomas Nesheim
Caroline Whitney
Beverly May
8 - Gibson Haase
9- Brenda Millmann
10- AB Russ
Terri Burns

The Mission Committee will Monday night May 9th at the church at 7:00 p.m. Anyone else who is interested in missions is invited to attend.
Judy Clark, Missions Coordinator
2022 Love Offering
Each year churches in the Minnesota United Methodist Annual Conference receive a Love Offering for missions as a
generous expression of God’s wild and extravagant love. Fifty percent of the 2022 Love Offering will address food
insecurity be supporting Minnesota United Methodist food ministries. Monies will be divided among three ministries: Holy Grounds at Centenary UMC in Mankato; Simpson Food Pantry in Minneapolis; and West African Family
and Community Food Shelf in Brooklyn Center. Each of these food ministries is unique.
Red Bird Missionary Conference in Appalachia, eastern Kentucky will receive forty percent of the Love Offering.
RBM acts as a hub to transport volunteers, ministry dollars, and hope to the places where they are needed most.
Love Offering funds will be used for disaster response after recent severe flooding damaged churches and homes.

12- Jessica Eckmann
13- Robin Parsons
Gordy Bruellman
14- Kathy Anderson
16- Judy Bailey
17- Mark Haase
Mike Warringer
18- David Berndt
TJ Lewis
Lisa Frommie
19- Ben Eckmann
20- Chase Davis
JR Hanson
Aiden Haase

21- Julianna Lewis
Eldon Steele
22- Roger Davis
Kerrie Nesheim
23- Dale Matheson
Mollie Paschke
25- Ron Fox
Linda Berndt
28- Ayla Warmka
29- Lucille Christensen
Mavis Scheid
Avery Asmus
Samantha Erichsrud

May Anniversaries
5- Terry & Jody Johnson
14- Nicholas & Crystal Uecker
17- Tim & Sue Perrizo
20- Pastor Lee & Rachel Miller
22- David & Linda Berndt
24- Jarett & Alesha Stauffer
27- Alan & Nancy Huff
29- Dale & Francine Russell

Please contact the church and leave a message if you need a ride to
church, or call Al Roesler at 525-0630. Let’s fill the bus!
Volunteering Opportunities
Are you looking for things to do to “plug in?” Something that you know will be appreciated? Here are
some volunteering opportunities here at Hope!


Serve on a committee! We always need people!



Help with Newsletter mailings



Meals on Wheels—One week per month—Talk to Maggie Johnson



Lawn Mowing!

The final ten percent will go for Volunteers in Mission scholarships for first-time VIM participants.
Three ways to donate to the Love Offering:

How can you go to Church...Let me count the ways!

- Give a gift through Hope UMC congregation (indicate it’s for “Love Offering”)
- Send a check to Minnesota UMC , 122 W. Franklin Ave, Suite 400, Minneapolis, MN 55404 (write “Love Offering” in
memo line)
- Online - https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO

Of course, we really want to see you at church, but there are other ways you can attend! Don’t forget
about our radio sponsorship! With Covid and winter driving, many in our congregation and our community rely on the radio to listen to church service. KBEW increased the cost of radio sponsorship from
$35 to $38. The radio sponsorship form is on a clipboard on the table in the Narthex. Mark a special
day by donating a Radio Broadcast!
Also, our service is streamed LIVE each week on Facebook. https://www.facebook.com/Hope-UnitedMethodist-Church-Blue-Earth-MN-487544858022833
Check out https://www.facebook.com/Hope-United-Methodist-Church-Blue-Earth-MN487544858022833/videos and you can choose any video you would like to see from the past. They go
back to November of 2020! See you at church!

In addition to the Love Offering, congregations can collect supplies and make kits for the Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) and for United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). Needed kits include: Cleaning Kits,
Hygiene Kits, School Kits, Personal Dignity Kits, Student Kits, Feminine Hygiene Kits, Layette Kits, Home Care Kits,
Birthing Kits, and Tornado Kits.
Go online to https://www.midwestmission.org/ and https://umcmission.org/umcor-relief-supplies/
For further information for any of these ministries, see flyer on the credenza at Hope UMC.

Music Notes
The choir will be singing for Mother’s Day! Join us at 8:30 for warm-ups!
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Hope Scholarship Program
Summer is coming and that means camp is coming! Hope
UMC wants to help send kids to camp. We are offering
scholarships to help supplement the cost of one camp per
kid. These scholarships will be for $200. All we need is
for you to send us proof that you have signed up and paid
and we will send a check for reimbursement. If you need
additional financial help please reach out to Pastor Lee,
lee.j.miller520@gmail.com. Our hope is that every kid is
able to make it to camp!
th

Graduation Sunday-

On June 12 , during worship, we at Hope would like to recognize all of our graduating seniors! If your student will be available to join us in worship please email the church office,
hopeumc@bevcomm.net. If you are not available to be in worship that Sunday please still
reach out so we can make sure to send a gift! More information will be emailed directly to
you!
Summer Staff: Are you or is someone you know looking for an amazing summer job? Camp Minnesota camps
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Please lift up in prayer….
 Members

and Friends in Health Care Centers and those at their homes including: Mae
Hove, Merre Kivlin, Lonny Schmidtke, Newt Toland, Caroline Whitney, Jean Nelson, Petra
Steinke, Mike Douglas,
 Armed Services personnel and their families, including: Tucker Bottin, Bryce Hanson,
David Miller, Cole Steinke, Terry Keithahn, Kenneth Torgerson, Michael Wohlrabe, and
Brett Sandum, Jonathan Hill
Those We Have Lost: We would like to keep the families of those who have lost loved ones in
our prayers: Craig Weir on March 11
Need Prayer?
We have created a form on our website so that you can submit your prayer requests. You
can choose to be anonymous or not, and you can even choose how your prayer is shared.
Whether you want just Pastor Lee to know or the entire church is up to you! So go to our
website Behopeumc.com and click at the top on the tab that says "prayer request."
Annual ConferenceAnnual Conference is being held in St. Cloud May 24-25. Please pray for all those attending.

are hiring! Northern Pines Camp, Koronis Ministries, and KoWaKan Adventures are now hiring cabin leaders,
program leaders, support staff, and health care staff.

We thank the congregation members for bringing in items for the Baby Hugs! At this time we have plenty of items for Baby Hugs, but if
you find sales on Onsies or socks, bring them in!

Farmers and Renters needed for 2022!
The sign-up sheet for 2022 Lord's Acre is on the bulletin board by the drinking fountain. Please sign up !!
 Farmers pledge their income from one acre of crop
 Renters pledge $70 under any Farmer
(or Farmers, and sign as many times as you can)!
The 2021 "crop-produced" was $4,000 and was
recently divided between our local Foodshelf, UMCOR-Ukraine and
UMCOR Midwest Mission
Distribution Center. A special amount was also put toward our newest mission project, a "Safe T Home".
You can donate an offering to the Safe T Home at any time - with or without signing up for
Lord's Acre. The cost of one is $7500 and Hope is already at $4500. Watch the poster (also
by the drinking fountain) as we make progress on Hope's goal to shelter those in need!
Sandy’s Scoop
Tristan is recovering nicely, so this spring seems very bright! My office hours are usually T, Th 10-3.
Periodically I have a conflict so I switch it around a bit, but I almost always have my cell on me, so if you
need anything, give me a buzz: 507-525-0414. I apologize for any problems this may cause.
Sandy

UWF (formerly UMW)
UWF Tuesday, May 3 at 2 PM
Rachel Circle Wednesday, May 11 at 9:30 AM
Joy Circle Thursday, May 12 at 1:30 PM
Faith Circle Thursday, May 19 at 9:30 AM
President’s Piece
Philippians 4:5 (NIV) Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.
Let us remember to be gentle with others. Each of us has difficulties we don’t necessarily
share. Let’s keep that in mind and be kind to others and not too quick to judge or think badly
of someone else. And let’s also be kind to ourselves and not be too self critical.
Enjoy the Spring and witness the Earth’ awakening!
Nancy

“Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God
is with you wherever you go.”– Joshua 1:9
“God loves each of us as if there were only one of us” –Augustine

Hope UMC ~ May 2022

"Happiness and prosperity shall be yours. I hope this new month brings you
everything you desire." —Unknown

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 3rd Sunday of Easter

2

3
2 PM UMW
2 PM Communion at
St. Lukes

4

5

6

7

8 4th Sunday of Easter
9AM Worship service

9

10

11

12
10:00 AM Bible Study
1:30 PM Joy Circle

13

14

15 5th Sunday of Easter

16

19
9:30 AM Faith Circle
10:00 AM NO Bible
Study

20

21

26
10:00 AM NO Bible
Study

27

28

9AM Worship service
Confirmation Sunday

9AM Worship service

22 6th Sunday of Easter

5:30 PM Missions
Committee

7th Sunday of Easter

9AM Worship service

4:00 pm Membership& History
Committee Meeting

17

18
9:30 AM Rachel Circle

Pastor Lee on Vacation

23

9AM Worship service
UWF Sunday (formerly
UMW)
(Pastor Lee on Vacation)

29

10:00 AM NO Bible
Study

30

24

25
5 PM The small but mighty Naomi
Circle: This is their usual time,
but they meet whenever they can
all get together and do stuff like
clean the kitchen! Thanks so much!

