
Staff 

Pastor Lee Miller - 763-913-4756  (cell)    E-mail: lee.j.miller520@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant Sandy Kitts - 507-525-0414 (cell)  E-mail: hopeumc@bevcomm.net  

Youth Coordinator - Christopher Parker - (757) 646-0141 (cell) Email: youthcoordinatorhope@gmail.com  

Kids Coordinator - Brittany Parker—507-848-1196  Email: kidscoordinatorhope@gmail.com 

Office: 507.526.2144 

Office hours at Hope UMC are 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM Tuesday & Thursday  

Newsletter items are due the 17th of the month.                              

Please send announcements for the bulletin and the newsletter to the above email address or call the church office. 

Please notify the church office of any changes in names, addresses, incorrect birthdays or anniversaries, or if you’d like 

to receive this newsletter via email. 

Sunday Services: 9 AM Worship 
Sunday 9 AM Service is broadcast on KBEW 1560 AM. 

Visit behopeumc.com to stay updated with current events,  
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Dear Hope Friends and Family, 

Last month I wrote to you about needing you to pray for the second service we will be starting at Hope. 
Since that time, a lot has been happening. We have planned a leaders meeting (February 5th) and our 
first preview service (February 26th). We have created a breakthrough prayer that can be found in this 
newsletter. We have created a new Facebook page. We have had many calls and meetings. But we also 
selected a name for this new service. We wanted to pick a name that matched our vision. After throwing 
a bunch of names at the wall, the name that spoke to us was, The Well @ Hope. When we looked at our 
vision for this new worshipping community, the biblical imagery of a well fit the bill.  

Wells are obviously a place for people to gather water, and because of that, their importance to a com-
munity is unparalleled. All throughout the Old Testament, when God sends someone to a new place, one 
of the first things we are told is they built a Well. Again, maybe that's obvious but consider this for a 
moment. It's so obvious, yet the Bible takes great care to tell us about them and name them. Many peo-
ple are mentioned in the Bible but don't receive a name. But over and over, we hear the names of wells. 
That means there is more going on with wells than just providing water.  

You see, the wells meant life. Not just for us who drink it. But for crops and for animals. For the prepar-
ing of food. A well meant a community could survive and thrive. Wells are also the place where the 
community gathered to be the community. You didn't have a personal well. There was a community 
well. You didn't have a private scheduled time for drawing your water. No, you went to the well and 
drew water with whoever else was there. It was a place for the community to find physical nourishment 
and become the community.  

Wells give us life-giving water, providing a place for the community to come together, but most im-
portantly, they are where people encounter God. God appears to Hagar at a well. Jesus asks for the Sa-
maritan woman for a drink at a well. Wells offer moments for us to come face-to-face with God. As all 
of these images came to mind, we felt that is precisely the type of worshipping community we are look-
ing to create. It is a community that meets people's physical needs and where they can find the commu-
nity in which they are yearning and, most importantly, where people can experience Jesus Christ.  

But, even though this is the name of our second service, I believe the message of wells is for our entire 
worshipping community at Hope. What if we became wells for Blue Earth? Places where people can 
find their physical needs met and a place where they feel welcome and that they belong. What if we, 
you and I, became places where people could encounter Christ? Wouldn't it be amazing to see a com-
munity filled with life-giving wells? Yes, the answer is yes!  

So, pray for The Well @ Hope. Maybe even come check out our preview service. But also strive to be-
come a well for Blue Earth. Become a well for Christ and let his living waters flow through us.  

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Lee 

 

 

V o l u m e  1 5 ;  I s s u e  2  

Hope UMC a faith community growing in Christian love through discipleship,    
the inclusion of all, and fellowship  

mailto:youthcoordinatorhope@gmail.com
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       Sharing Hope’s Abundance through Missions! 

 

The Jumpin' Jehosafats will be at Hope United Methodist Church in Blue Earth  
on Sunday, February 19th! 

The Mission Team at Hope UMC will host a concert by The Jumpin' Jehosafats, February 19th at 
7PM.  Come at 6PM for a potluck with the jazz musicians! Everyone is invited to attend the concert 
and potluck! At the concert a free-will offering will be received for a mission to be announced in 
February. The Jumping' Jehosafats have been blending traditional jazz and Gospel for more than 
thirty-five years, raising money for charity and lifting spirits. The men and women of this group 
play several instruments - horns, piano, drums and guitar among them - as well as sing together. 
They have played at community concerts, prisons, riverboats, churches, nursing homes, state fairs, 
and homeless shelters in the Upper Midwest. They have also toured in Haiti and Jamaica, raising 
monies for missions. 

Jumpin' Jehosafats have been featured artists with the Twin Cities Jazz Society Concert Series 
and played for numerous local, regional and national events for the United Methodist Church. They 
have released two CDs, the first entitled "I'm Movin' On" and the second "Blessed are the Peace-
makers," both with traditional and original tunes, the latter written by its members. 

You are invited to come to Hope United Methodist Church on Sunday February 19th for great food 
and a guaranteed toe-tappin' good time! For those who are leery of driving on a winter night, the 
church bus will be available to pick you up. Contact Al Roesler at 507-525-0630 or Linda Taylor at 
507-236-2920. 
 

Safe T Home Progress 

We recently received a very nice Thank You from Go Serv Global for our fund raising for Safe T 
Homes.   It is truly wonderful that Hope shares our abundance and in such a dynamic way.   Between 
last March and December, Hope provided funds (along with some matching funds) to purchase 
4. What a remarkable difference that makes to the families and communities where they are erect-
ed!   We also have a great start on our FIFTH home, more specific, we're over 1/3 of the way there 
on this FIFTH Safe T Home. At $7,500 each, this has been a truly amazing mission project.   Col-
lectively, we can do this! 

Lord's Acre 

If you signed up as either a "farmer" or a "renter" for the 2022 Lord's Acre, let's plan to meet 
right after worship on February 26.   That means that date will be the deadline for a farmer's ONE 
ACRE or a renter's $70 into the offering plate.   We'll decide at the meeting which missions to use 
these funds for.   Last year, among other missions, the Hope Lord's Acre made the first contribu-
tion to our FIRST Safe T Home.   What will we do this year?   Bring your ideas! 

      Breakthrough prayer 

We are asking you to join us in prayer for our second service, The Well @ Hope. We ask that each day at 11am you pause and 
pray this brief prayer. We know the power of prayer and we want to guard this new service in the prayers of our en-
tire community. Let us pray 

"Dear Lord,  

As we begin to discern our new worship service, The Well, we humbly ask You to spread your Living Water to our 
community;  

that through The Well Blue Earth may experience healing and restoration. 

Teach us to worship in Spirit and in truth. 

Protect us as we follow you.  

Guard our marriages, families, and health. 

Help us to remember that our ways are not Yours and to prayerfully discern the vision You have for us. 

Guide us as we establish strong leaders, hand-picked by You and full of your loving Spirit. 

Lastly, we ask You to provide. For You alone have endless resources.  

In Jesus’ name, we pray,   Amen-" 
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2- Scott Steinke 

4- Michael Bussinger 

5- Brandon Ankeny 
     Susan Eckles 

8- Jennifer Roper 
    Jackie Fredrickson 

9- Allan Thompson 

10- Gus Ankeny 
      Haiden Wielenga 
      Lloyd Wallace 

11- Amy Scholtes 
       Gwen Hall 

12. Sherry Stevermer 

13- Linda Taylor 

14- Reese Fenske 
       Nathan Hinton 
       Megan Asmus 

15- Maia Grathwohl 

17- Christopher Murray 
       Sheryl Aukes 

18- Jason Hall 

19- Jill Roesler 
      Joshua Guth 

20- Phyllis Northwick 
       Annika Salisbury 

21- Connor Moen 

22- Kenzi Eckmann 

23- Bethanee Stith 
       Elizabeth Uecker 

24- KayLynn Smith 

25- Rebecca Moen 

28- Jennifer Ankeny 
       Shirley Ensrud 
       Keagan Ihle 
       Fletcher Lundquist 

12- Burdette & Shirley Ensrud 

14- Tom & Linda Taylor 

28- Shaun & Samantha Erichsrud 

"May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit." Romans 15:13 

Please contact the church and leave a message if you know someone who needs a ride to 
church, or call Al Roesler at 525-0630  
or Linda at 507-236-2920                                                          Let’s fill the bus!  

Radio Sponsorship: The radio sponsorship sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. The new radio broadcast will 
be different this year, and the cost is $22. Remember to get your celebrations and memorial days signed 
up! 

Volunteering Opportunities 

Are you looking for things to do to “plug in?” Something that you know will be  
appreciated? Here are some volunteering opportunities here at Hope! 

 Help with Early Release! We need you! Talk to Brittany 

 Help in the Nursery: Talk to Brittany 

 Help with Sunday School: Talk to Brittany 

 Bring goodies for after worship coffee time 

 Help in the kitchen 

 Serve on a committee! We always need people! 

 Help with Newsletter mailings—Talk to Marilyn 

 Meals on Wheels—One week per month—Talk to Maggie Johnson 

Music Notes   
  
Choir practice has started back up. Come to the choir room following church service!   

      Pat Richards, Choir Director 

Sandy’s Scoop 

January has come and gone with lots of exciting weather, as usual! I just keep reminding myself, “Spring 
is “right around the corner!” My world is going well. Another scan coming up on January 30 for Tristan. 
Always nervous around this time. Stay safe and stay well!      Sandy 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/who-is-the-holy-spirit-5-things-you-need-to-know.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/15-13.html
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Hello Hope Family! 

Guess what? Incase you haven’t noticed the Kids of Hope are growing! We had 18 kids in Sunday School, and 
more still in the sanctuary that didn’t come back. This is really exciting! I’ve been roping my husband into 
coming back with me to help teach them, but we are beginning to need to grow into a third classroom. 

 Do you have a heart for children? If you are interested in helping us better serve the children please send 
me an email/text or give me a call. Currently we are serving ages 3 through 5th grade. I’m interested in hav-
ing a separate pre-k class for the little ones, or having someone in the nursery to serve their needs better 
than I can in the classroom.  

My younger students need some help with their projects, so if you want to come lend a helping hand in the 
craft room that would be awesome too. As usual I send the bigger ones over to Christopher in the Choir 
room. They are ready for something a bit more challenging and could use someone to build relationships and 
answer questions.  

If you have a heart for any of these needs we will help you serve where your passion is. I’m only asking for 
once a month, so you don’t need to miss the sermon too often. 

Thank you for your prayers and encouragement which constantly surround me! 

 May the Lord give you Joy this month,   Brittany Parker – Kids Coordinator  

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

We are looking for volunteers to provide nursery care during our services. We want to create a team so 
that people only have to volunteer once every month or so. High School kids are encouraged to help as well.  
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Brittany is looking for extra hands for Sunday School. We have a growing Sunday school and there is a need 
for more help. You would not have to do lesson prep just being available is enough. 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

Blue Earth Area Schools has partnered with the American Exchange Project (AEP) which is a first-of-its 
kind, free domestic summer exchange program for graduated high school seniors. Help join us in our mission 
by serving as a Host Family July 26-August 2, 2023 for the Blue Earth community. As a Host Family, you 
will be given a stipend by AEP, to help facilitate a FREE trip that encourages students to break free of 
their bubble and travel the country. If you would like to learn more or sign up, please contact Brenda Mill-
mann at:   bmillmann@beas.blueearth.k12.mn.us or 507.526.3090 

 

Youth Group 

Well the weather has been quite interesting this winter. It is definitely keeping us on our toes! Even with all 

of the shoveling, cancelations and travel challenges that can come with each snowstorm, it is important to 

stop and recognize God’s beauty! Everything just looks so peaceful and calm when the snow first falls! 

We started to learn about the Trinity as we look at God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. We also 

had a great time watching Soul Surfer for a movie night. We even had a couple of grandparents bless us 

with their presence! It is a great reminder of the importance of family as we study and learn about God! 

We will spend part of February learning about love. No, not Valentine’s Day love. Instead, we will learn a cou-

ple of Greek words for love that are used in the Bible so that we can better understand what God is teach-

ing us. Youth Group is open to all BEA 7th-12th grade students and meets Wednesdays from 6:00-8:00pm. 

Come join us for fun, food, and fellowship! 

Timothy 4:12 Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in 

love, in faith, in purity 

**We could always use volunteers for the After School Program: Wednesdays from 2:30—4:15 

Kids of Hope 
Hello and Happy New Year!  
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Please lift up in prayer…. 

 Members and Friends in Health Care Centers and those at their homes including: Mae 
Hove, Merre Kivlin, Newt Toland, Jean Nelson, Caroline Whitney,  
Petra Steinke, Jake Shope, Linda Taylor, Mike Rubatt 
 Armed Services personnel and their families, including: Tucker Bottin, David Miller, Cole 
Steinke, Kenneth Torgerson, Michael Wohlrabe, Brett Sandum, and Jonathan Hill 

 

Those we have Lost: Our prayers to the family of Molly Paschke. Molly passed away on Jan. 6. 
A celebration of life will be held at Hope UMC on February 11 from 1-3. 

  UWF (formerly UMW) 

UWF:  Meeting Tuesday, February 7th  
Program: Call to Prayer & Self-Denial "Because We Believe" (Remember to bring an Offering) Leader: Marilyn Schaefer     

Rachel Circle No meeting in February 
Joy Circle Thurs. Feb. 9 at 1:30 
Faith Circle No meetings until March! 
Naomi Circle: Always busy in the background!    

President’s Piece   

Philippians 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 

In Philippians we read about Paul, who was in prison waiting to learn of  his trial results. Yet he chose to 
rejoice. What personal suffering or injustice causes you to dwell in your sorrow? How can the truth of a 
living Lord bring you joy? 

Father, raise my eyes above my circumstances. I look to You alone for joy.  (From Our Daily Bread, Mike 
Wittmer) 

May we all find joy by knowing where to look!    
Your sister in Christ, Nancy 

Need Prayer? 

We have created a form on our website so that you can submit your prayer requests. You can 
choose to be anonymous or not, and you can even choose how your prayer is shared. Whether 
you want just Pastor Lee to know or the entire church is up to you! So go to our website     
Behopeumc.com and click at the top on the tab that says "prayer request."  

"I can do all things through him who strengthens me." Philippians 4:13 

The Well @ Hope 

Please like our new Facebook 

 page The Well! 

mailto:bmillmann@beas.blueearth.k12.mn.us
https://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/4-13.html


 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

         

 

 

       

 

 

1 

2:30 PM: Early Release Classes

6-8 PM: Youth Group

7PM: Confirmation 

 

 5  5th Sunday After Epiphany 
 

9AM Worship service  
Choir Practice after service  

10AM Mission CMTE Mtg  
           in Library 

11AM The Well leadership 
meeting  

6 

 

 

7 
 

2PM Church Service 
        & Communion at 
          St. Lukes 

 

2PM UMW/UWF  

8 

2:30 PM: Early Release Classes

6-8 PM: Youth Group

7PM NO Confirmation 

 
 

 

12 6th  Sunday After Epiphany 
 

9AM Worship service 
Choir Practice after service   

     

 

13  

 

 

14 

 
 

15 

9:30 AM NO Rachel Circle

2:30 PM: Early Release Classes

6-8 PM: Youth Group

7PM: Confirmation 

19     Transfiguration Sunday 

 

9AM Worship service 
Choir Practice after service  
             
 
 

20 

 

21 

 

22  

2:30 PM: Early Release Classes

5PM: Ash Wednesday Service

6-8 PM: Youth Group

7PM NO Confirmation 

 
        

 26      First Sunday in Lent 
 

9AM Worship service 
Choir Practice after service  

11AM: The Well @ Hope 
preview service    

27 

 

 
 

28 

 

 

       
 

    

Hope UMC ~ February 2023
"Happiness and prosperity shall be yours. I hope this new month brings you 

everything you desire."

"A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step."

Hope Church 
delivers Meals 
on Wheels this 

week M-F   

Bloodmobile at 
Hope 12-6 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Early Release Classes 

Youth Group 

Confirmation  

2 

10:00 AM Bible Study 
3 

 

4 

Early Release Classes 

Youth Group 

Confirmation  

9 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

1:30 PM Joy Circle  

10 

 

11 

 

 

9:30 AM NO Rachel Circle 

Early Release Classes 

Youth Group 

Confirmation  

16   
NO Faith Circle 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

 

 

 

17   18 

 

   

 

 

 

Early Release Classes 

Ash Wednesday Service 

Youth Group 

Confirmation  

23 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

24  
 

 

25 

 

 

 
  

 

   

Hope UMC ~ February 2023 
"Happiness and prosperity shall be yours. I hope this new month brings you 

everything you desire." —Unknown  

"A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step." —Lao Tzu  


