
Happy April, Hope! This is a shortened edition of the April Newsletter. No 
activities are being conducted through the month of April. Be safe   

John Wesley’s “Three Simple Rules”: 
1.  Do no harm 
2.  Do good 
3.  Stay in love with God  (“Attend to the ordinances of God”) 

Historically, those in the United Methodist Church and other related traditions have taken these 
rules as a good guide for life.  They especially apply to us during this time of pandemic. 

The UMC congregations of our parish – Hope Blue Earth, First Winnebago, and Elmore UMC – 
are trying to abide by these rules: 

Do No Harm . . . 

In order to not “Do harm”, in compliance with the request of Bishop Bruce Ough and the 
guidance of the Center for Disease Control, we have cancelled all church gatherings through 
Sunday, May 10.  This extends a bit past the guidelines suggested by our Governor.  But we have 
decided to err on the side of caution.  (If we get an official “all clear”, we will happily re-start 
public gatherings before May 10.) 

Do Good . . .  

 TELEPHONE CALL MINISTRY:  If you have a phone, you have a ministry.  I have 
encouraged people in all our congregations to reach out to one another via phone.  I am 
trying to make calls myself, but this is an “all hands on board” situation.   Especially 

remember those who are alone, vulnerable or in care facilities.  Another option:  SEND 
CARDS & LETTERS. 

 FOOD:  If you or someone you know is without food, please contact me directly, your 
nearest Food Shelf or someone else who can help.  You wouldn’t want someone else to 
suffer alone.  No one wants you to suffer alone.  There are options like school meals for 

children and Meals on Wheels.  WE COULD USE HELP DELIVERING MEALS ON 
WHEELS IN BLUE EARTH, ELMORE & WINNEBAGO.  All three 
communities have meal delivery programs.  Many of the regular 
volunteers are seniors who should NOT be out.  Young adults, can you step 
up and offer an hour or so once a month or once a week?   

 IF YOU ARE IN A LOW RISK CATEGORY, CONSIDER RUNNING ERRANDS 
FOR THOSE WHO SHOULD STAY ISOLATED:  There is risk in being in public, so 
I don’t share this lightly.  However, if you are going grocery shopping anyway, perhaps 
you could check to see if your elderly neighbor needs something picked up.  If you opt to 
do this, please use all the suggested guidelines.   

 BLOODMOBILE:  As far as I know, the April 27 Blood Drive at Hope UMC is still on.  
(I’ve already set up the Fellowship Hall for it.)   It sounds like there is a serious need for 
blood.  Pay attention to all Red Cross guidelines.   



 GIVING:  As you are able, give generously.  All three congregations have greatly reduced 
expenses in the last year, so we are postured to do well if people continue to give.  Hope’s 
online giving option can be accessed via our website. 

Stay in love with God (“Attend to the ordinances of God”) 

We are offering three “Live” Weekly Worship options: 

Sundays, 9 am – Listen on KBEW AM 1560.  If you go to KBEW’s website, you can click 
on “Listen Live”.  So if you have an internet connection, you can listen anywhere in the world.  
Pastor Russ broadcasts from the studio:  Music, Prayers, Scripture and Teaching. 

Sundays, 11 am – Kid Friendly Family Worship Time in Zoom.  Join us for a half hour 
of music, prayer and Bible stories.   This is a great time for families with young children.  After 

the service, there will be some time to informally “hang-out” online.  This service is open to all, 
but you have to use the link to enter in.  The link can be found on Facebook or shared via email.  
Let me know if you need access to the link. 

Wednesdays, 7 pm – Youth & Family Worship Time with Confirmation in Zoom.  
Join us for an hour or so of music, prayer, Bible teaching and application.  Confirmation 
students are expected to participate.  This is a great time for those who like contemporary songs 

and an informal setting.  After the service, there will time to informally “hang-out” online.  
Again, this service is open to all, but you need the link which is available via Facebook or email.   

 

Pastor Russ Jacobsen    507.600.9155   russ.jacobsen@gmail.com 

Russ is at Hope’s office most weekday mornings   507.526.2144 

 

We are having no physical church services throughout the month, but Pastor Russ is still 

conducting church service on KBEW at 9:00 AM Sunday mornings! I miss you all and pray that 
everyone is practicing an abundance of caution! Better safe than sorry, as the adage goes  

Sandy 

 

Online Tri-Congregational Meeting: 

Monday, April 6, 7 pm on Zoom 

 We do not have any pressing business to deal with, but it would be good to have a time for 

updates.  A link to Pastor Russ’s Zoom account will be sent to officers via email or can be found on 

your congregation’s Facebook page.  (It is the same link used for our Zoom Online Worship 

Services).  Meeting is open to all.  This meeting will be updates only.  There will be no major new 

business dealt with in this forum.  Besides giving us a chance to communicate, I think it’s good for 

people to get used to this technology.  I think you’re going to like this option and I bet next winter 

we will happily opt to have some of our committee meetings on Zoom.   


