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Dear Hope Community, 

 

Are you a "News Years Resolution" type of person? The kind that has probably uttered the phrase 
"new year new me." I'm not. I'm more of a well; I will start that next week kind of person, so my 
resolutions become February 1st resolutions and then April fools resolutions. This year though, I 
want to give it a try. And I want to invite you to join in these resolutions. This year I want to do the 
top four most popular resolutions in the country. They are; eat healthier, exercise more, be better 
with finances, and get more sleep. That's a lot! Actually, I think these resolutions would be great for 
us as Christians. 

Hear me out. Resolutions are not last-ditch efforts. One does not make a New Years Resolution to 
eat better because they have suffered a heart attack. Instead, you create a new year's resolution to eat 
healthier when you start to notice your clothes are not fitting as well as they used to, or when you 
are no longer able to chase kids around. New Years Resolutions are minor reorientations toward a 
better life. A pivot towards a more fulfilling and enriching life. So I offer these Christian resolutions 
to you at the beginning of the year, not because you are terrible Christians (you are not) but rather 
because I think we all could use a minor adjustment.  

The first resolution is "Eating Healthy." For this resolution, I encourage you to read the story of Je-
sus eating with a tax collector in Luke 14:1-12 and then the last supper in Luke 22:7-20.  

The second resolution is "Get More Exercise." For this resolution, I encourage you to read the great 
commission in Luke 10:1-12 and then Exodus 25:8. 

The third resolution is "Be Better with Finances." For this resolution, I encourage you to read about 
the dishonest manager in Luke 16:1-14. 

The final resolution is "Get More Sleep." For this resolution, I encourage you to read Mark 6:31-32, 
46. 

What I have offered here is a tease. You can simply read these passages and call it a day. Or, you can 
join me, on zoom, each week starting January 3rd at 10 am to dive deeper into these resolutions. 
More information will be coming through Facebook and email, so stay tuned. If you have a desire to 
join me but do not have the ability to join, please reach out to me. If you have a computer, laptop, 
tablet, and do not know how to use it for zoom, call me, and I can help. If you don't have a device 
that connects to the internet but wants to join, contact me, and I will help. I want all those with a de-
sire to participate to be able to do so. The number one reason that resolutions fail (in my nonre-
searched opinion) is that we often do them alone. It's hard to eat healthy when your roommate bakes 
a pan of brownies every week. It's hard to get more sleep when your neighbor doesn't stop playing 
music. Resolutions only work when the community is invested. So join me as we reorient ourselves 
on Christ.  

 

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Lee 
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 Sharing Hope’s Abundance through Missions! 
                            

Mission Update  -  During the holy-day we remember our blessings and how we have blessed 
others. One way we blessed others was the Christmas cards and goodie bags created for the 
roughly 270 employees at the United Health District at Blue Earth, Wells, and Fairmont. 
Along with your prayers, these cards of encouragement went to our “adopted” local health 
care workers. This was part of the campaign of the United Methodist Conference to Go Light 
Your World. Thank you to all who prayed, signed cards, made up the goodie bags, donated 
items or money, or delivered these gifts. The power of a simple card can indeed “light up” 
someone else’s world!  

    January brings the Human Relations special offering. This offering supports neighborhood 
ministries. Our monetary gifts are part of building beloved community through faith-based 
volunteer programs, community developers, and programs that work with at-risk teens.  Any 
time in January send your monetary gift to the church with a designation for the Human Rela-
tions special offering.  

     If you know of other mission projects our faith community might get involved in, let some-
one on the mission team know:  Sandy Kitts, Judy Murray, Diana Porter, Al Roesler, Linda 
Tayler, Joni Jenkins, and Judy Clark.  Others in our church who are very involved in 
specific missions include AB Russ, Jacci Sparks, Florence Hacklander, Lois Ankeny, and a lot 
of you!  

For the year of 2020 our Lord's Acre funds total $2,710.00. You still have time to donate a 
"share" to the Lord's Acre before we divide the monies for our local missions. Talk with Al 
Roesler if you have questions about Hope's Lord's Acres project.  

Blessings and virtual hugs.  

Judy Clark, Mission Coordinator  
    ————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————–-————- 

Does anyone have small hangers for children's clothing? We could use some children's hangers 
for Bundle Up next year. It's difficult putting little jackets on big hangers! Thanks. 
    ————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Meals on Wheels 

Churches will again start to deliver Meals on Wheels in 2021! Hope UMC is on a rotation with 
other churches, and we deliver approximately one week per month. If you would be 
able/willing to help with deliveries, please contact the church office, or call Marie Lachinski 
at 507-854-3167. Check our calendar for the week Hope is scheduled. 

— 

 

Thank You 
 We received a Christmas card from Watoto, thanking us for our 

continuing support of their mission. 

 We received a thank-you from the Rothmeier family, for the Ba-
by hugs Gift Bag they received at UHD.  

 We received a thank-you from Mary and Newton Toland for the 
prayers and gifts. 
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January Birthdays  

 

Anniversaries 

UMW  

Happy New Year to my UMW sisters!!  2020 found that our necessary restricted contact with others 
has made many of us feel lonely, isolated and unhappy. We have felt helpless.  But, we know, people all 
over the world still need our help.  United Methodist Women want to help and we DO...  So now we 
want to Thank You for your generous response to our call for financial assistance. Thank You!!  Each 
year we pledge $4000.00 for Undesignated Missions, this is a promise to do our part to help women, 
children and youth all over the world.   

And at the end of each year we traditionally donate to many local organizations. Those chosen for 
2020  were -  Hospice: $200.00; Interfaith Caregivers: $200.00; Food Shelf : $100.00; School Lunch 
Program (assist Children's Meals Fund): $400.00; Pastor's Assistance Fund: $500.00:   Poinsettia's 
(given to St Luke's residents, Homebound, Church workers, etc.): $104.00 

Also sent in to the District during the year were: Call to Prayer & Self-Denial: $370.00;  World Thank 
Offering: $955.00; Gifts in Memory: $20.00; Special Mission Recognition: $40.00  

Thank you to those  who helped deliver the poinsettias!  When we called for help you came through - 
We all know nothing is as joy-giving as helping others.  

Now as we move into the new year, we will keep you informed when it becomes safe to meet together 
again. In the meantime, call, send cards and notes, pray for each other. We all need that more than 
anything else.  God loves each of us and is with us each moment.  Praise Him!  We are so grateful!!    

Maggie Johnson, Treasurer 

3- Madelyn Ferguson 

4- Harold Brooks 
     Lola Lundquist 
     Dale Aukes 

5- Makyah Amundson 
     Brandi Uecker 
     Lucas Lunz 

6- Layne Bottin 

8- Alex O’Brien 

9- Cooper Amundson 

10- Autumn Dickey 

12- Roger Dutton 
       Aron Goshorn 

13- Pastor Judith Clark 
       Collin Salisbury 

 

14- Taylor Aukes 

       Dale Aukes 

15- Peggy Ellis 
       Kristin Frye 
       Betty Livengood 

16- Jay Johnson 

17- Joshua Bruellman 
       Daniel Wong 
       Michael Wong 

19- Jenna Hanson 
       Lehlia Paschke 

20- Becky Dann 

22- Caleb Johnson 
       Hunter Spencer 

 

 

       

Sandy’s Scoop  

I hope everyone was able to enjoy Christmas, in what will go down in the history books as one 
of the craziest years ever...2020! We are ushering that year out, with hopes for a brighter 
2021! But as Christians, we were still able to remember the real reason for the Christmas sea-
son, and that gives us joy, no matter what else is going on. I’d like to thank everyone who 
brought me Christmas cards and gifts. I feel humbled and so appreciative to be remembered. 
Even with no church in January, my hours are steady—Tuesday and Thursday, 9-2. Have a 
great January!     Sandy 

24- Gail Eckles 
       Donna Roper 

25- Cora Moen 
       Tim Murray 

27- Frances Wirth 

28- James Hill 
       Larry Everett 

30- Avery Helmstetter 

31- Kasta Amundson 
       Beth Core 
       Mae Hove 

 

 

 

 

2- Chad & Kellie Hill 

6- Josh & Melissa Bruellman 

8- Neil & Sue Eckles 

17-   Dale & Jeanette Matheson 

19- Bobby Ward & Paula 
Winslow 

23- Sherwood & Cindy Krosch 

27- Tim & Lori Grathwohl 

28- Loyd Jr & Susan Hinton 
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I know 2020 didn’t pan out like any of us thought it would. But I’m going to challenge 
you to not think of all the weird, scary, out right crappy, crazy things that happened. 
Instead, I want you to make a list of all of the cool, wonderful, interesting, exciting 
things that happened in 2020. 

When the disciples decided to follow Jesus they didn’t know what a ride they were in 
for. They didn’t have easy lives or easy deaths for that matter. So what kept them go-
ing? Why did they continue believing in Jesus, spreading his message, and following the 
man when it caused them trouble? 

The same reason people are still dying for his message today. The Good News. His 
promise of Salvation and eternal life. A relationship with our Creator, someone who is 
always walking with you through life, death, loss, and the beauty of the miracles hap-
pening everywhere every day. 

No matter what life throws our way, no matter if we feel like all hope is gone, and the 
world is closing in: there is always Jesus, even when we don’t acknowledge or feel Him. 

A new year tends to give us the feeling of a new beginning, a fresh start. The truth is 
each morning when we wake up is a new beginning a chance to do better than the day before, to make 
changes and adjustments, it all begins with making the decision to start somewhere. 

In December we had a virtual cookie baking and treat making event that was open 
to the youth and confirmation students. One Saturday morning we woke up early 
and hopped on our computers and phones via zoom and spent the morning mak-
ing treats.  

We made one cookie, a cheezy ranch Chex mix, and decorated some Nutter Butter 
treats. The goal was that participants got to keep some of their goodies but then 
with the provided containers, would give some away to a person or persons they 
felt could use a pick me up. We had a lot of fun together and were able to touch 
lives with what      did. That’s what it’s all about. 

In January we will wrap up our last couple of weeks of Adam Hamilton’s Incarnation study then we will 
jump into Bob Goff’s Everybody Always: Becoming Love in a World Full of Setbacks and Difficult People. 

Youth Group will continue to be via Zoom for the time being so grab your comfy blanket (but not too 
comfy, I don’t want you falling asleep on me…..) and a mug of hot chocolate (although I prefer apple ci-
der) and snuggle up to your screen as we gather and grow together in this adventure of life and faith. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Into the Wilderness: The Event 2021 
Wednesday, February 3rd @7pm 

 
Online via Zoom 

Cost: $30 
 

Cost covers event plus swag and materials that we will 
use for our February Sr. High study. 

 
Please let Jenny know by January 9th  

if you are interested. 
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Please lift up in prayer…. 

 Members and Friends in Health Care Centers and those at their homes including:     

Mae Hove, Merre Kivlin, Lonny Schmidtke, Newt Toland, Caroline Whitney, Jean 
Nelson, Mary Ochs, Mike Rubatt, Bea Volz, Diane Holland 

 Armed Services personnel and their families, including: Tucker Bottin, 

Aron Goshorn, Bryce Hanson, David Miller, Cole Steinke, Terry Keithahn, Ken-

neth Torgerson, Michael Wohlrabe, and Brett Sandum.  

Those We Have Lost: We would like to keep the family of Lee Nelson in 

our prayers.  

——————————————————————————— 
We need you!  With another period of Covid shutdowns and suspensions, many in our church 
family become lonely. We would like to start a network of people to be in a network that regularly 
calls our church family members to check on each other and just chat! Please email, call, or send a 

note if you would like to be on this network. We really need to keep in touch with 
each other OFTEN, but especially at this critical time. While you’re at it, get 
those creative juices flowing and help us think of a name for this network!  The 
Hobknob Hub? As you can see, I need help :)                                       

—————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Technical Help: 

As we prepare for an extended period of online church and virtual meetings, some of you may be feeling 
overwhelmed by the prospect of attending an online bible study. If you don’t know how to use zoom, or if 
you have any other concerns in regards to accessing our online content please call Pastor Lee @ 763-913-
4756. We want everyone to have access to what is happening online and Pastor Lee wants to work with 
you to make that a reality. So please don’t hesitate to call and voice concerns, we want to help!  
 

 
   Our Virtual Kid’s Bible Club adventures continue!  

This month we will be exploring the “Subscribe Now!” se-
ries from our Grow curriculum. 

Join us on the KBC YouTube page or Like Hope Kid’s Bible 
Club Facebook page to stay up to date on what’s happening 
with lessons for kiddos in our elementary grades! 

We understand that everything is crazy right now. 
Parent’s, you didn’t need anything more on your plates. 
Kid’s the last thing you want is more time in front of a 
screen. 

Know that we’re praying for you. If you have ideas on how 
to make this ministry more fulfilling please don’t hesitate 
to reach out. We’d love to help in anyway possible. 

      God bless you on your journey! 

 

 
Children’s  
Ministry 

News 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

 

In-person church services 
are suspended until further 
notice.  

 

       

 

     

 

   

        

   

3  Epiphany Sunday 

 
   9AM Worship service on 
Facebook Live 

    

4 

 
 

5  

 

6 

   4:00 pm Membership & History            
Committee – Hope UMC, Library
     7:00 PM —Confirmation
 

10  Baptism of the Lord 
 
   9AM Worship service on    
Facebook Live 

 

 

11 

 
12 

 
13        

        7:00 PM —Confirmation

 

        No Rachel Circle

  

17  2nd Sunday after the    
Epiphany 

 

   9AM Worship service on 
Facebook Live 

 

18    Martin Luther  
       King Jr. Day 

 

 

19 

 

20     

 

24    3rd Sunday after the 
Epiphany 
 
  9AM Worship service on 
Facebook Live 

25 

Hope Church delivers 
Meals on Wheels this 
week M-F  

26 27 

      
 

Hope UMC ~ January 2021

   "Be strong. Be brave. Be fearless. You are never alone." 
Joshua 1:9 

31    4th Sunday after the 
Epiphany 

   

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

  

1 

 

2 

 

Membership & History            
Hope UMC, Library  
—Confirmation 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

 No UMW  
Activities this 

month 

7:00 PM —Confirmation 

No Rachel Circle 

14 

 

 

 

 

15 
 

16 

 

   

 

 

21 22    
    

 

23 

    

28 29 30 

        

Hope UMC ~ January 2021 

"Be strong. Be brave. Be fearless. You are never alone." - 
Joshua 1:9  

   


