
Staff 

Pastor Russ Jacobsen - Email: PastorRuss@bevcomm.net...cell 507-600-9155 

Administrative Assistant Sandy Kitts - E-mail: hopeumc@bevcomm.net 

Visitation Pastor Jan Redman - E-mail: pastorjan@bevcomm.net, Cell 507-430-1448 
 

 

Office: 507.526.2144 

Office hours at Hope UMC are 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM Tuesday & Thursday  

Bulletin items are due 12:00 PM on Wednesday.  Newsletter items are due the 17th of the month.                             

Please send announcements for the bulletin and the newsletter to the above email address or call the church office. 

Please notify the church office of any changes in names, addresses, incorrect birthdays or anniversaries, or if you’d like 

to receive this newsletter via email. 

Sunday Services: 9 AM Worship 
10 AM Fellowship Time  

Sunday 9 AM Service is broadcast on KBEW 1560 AM 
Wednesday Services: 6:30 PM Worship 

Visit behopeumc.com to stay updated with current events,  
bulletins & newsletters. 
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This prayer from Billy Graham, written for The Saturday Evening Post in 2008, is just as 
relevant more than a decade later. 
 
Our Father and our God, as we stand at the beginning of this new year we confess our need 
of Your presence and Your guidance as we face the future. 
 
We each have our hopes and expectations for the year that is ahead of us—but You alone 
know what it holds for us, and only You can give us the strength and the wisdom we will 
need to meet its challenges. So help us to humbly put our hands into Your hand, and to trust 
You and to seek Your will for our lives during this coming year.  
 
In the midst of life’s uncertainties in the days ahead, assure us of the certainty of Your un-
changing love. In the midst of life’s inevitable disappointments and heartaches, help us to 
turn to You for the stability and comfort we will need. In the midst of life’s temptations and 
the pull of our stubborn self-will, help us not to lose our way but to have the courage to do 
what is right in Your sight, regardless of the cost. And in the midst of our daily preoccupa-
tions and pursuits, open our eyes to the sorrows and injustices of our hurting world, and help 
us to respond with compassion and sacrifice to those who are friendless and in need. May 
our constant prayer be that of the ancient Psalmist: “Teach me, O Lord, to follow your de-
crees; then I will keep them to the end” (Psalm 119:33). 
 
We pray for our nation and its leaders during these difficult times, and for all those who are 
seeking to bring peace and justice to our dangerous and troubled world. We pray especially 
for Your protection on all those who serve in our armed forces, and we thank You for their 
commitment to defend our freedoms, even at the cost of their own lives. Be with their fami-
lies also, and assure them of Your love and concern for them. 
 
Bring our divided nation together, and give us a greater vision of what You would have us to 
be. Your Word reminds us that “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12). 
As we look back over this past year we thank You for Your goodness to us—far beyond 
what we have deserved. May we never presume on Your past goodness or forget all Your 
mercies to us, but may they instead lead us to repentance, and to a new commitment to make 
You the foundation and center of our lives this year. 
 
And so, our Father, we thank You for the promise and hope of this new year, and we look 
forward to it with expectancy and faith. This I ask in the name of our Lord and Savior, who 
by His death and resurrection has given us hope both for this world and the world to come.   
Amen. 

V o l u m e  1 2 ;  I s s u e  1  
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January Missions 

OC Ministries is a mission arm of the United Methodist Church in Minnesota, working in partnership with 
children and their families in Haiti, Jamaica, Liberia and Sierra Leone.  One of the “C”’s in OC Ministries 
stands for classrooms. The eighth school in Sierra Leone has been built in the village of Baiwalla.  The 
Rick Ormsby Junior and Secondary School has space for eleven classrooms, four offices, a library, sci-
ence lab, computer lab and an auditorium.  It opened in September with 127 students, four teachers and 
Principal Amara Fomba (pictured). Total capacity is 600 students. 

The  challenge now is furnishing the building, supporting students and teachers, and providing basic sup-
plies to increase capacity and keep things running. It costs $450 to support a student for a year and 
$2,400 to support a teacher annually. Custodians, office personal, and cooks also need to be paid. Spe-
cific items needed include 25 refurbished computers, a heavy-duty printer, classroom desks, and a gen-
erator.  Each of the students currently receive one meal per day throughout the school year.  

A farm is being developed, in consultation with Paul Webster, to help the school become self-sustaining 
in 3-4 years. Vegetables, oil palms, chickens and a piggery are part of the effort. It is a win-win-win pro-
ject: food for the students, income for the school, and agricultural classes for the students and commu-
nity.  

Nelson Madela said “education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the 
world.”  Schools in this part of the country are underfunded and crowded.  Facilities are poorly main-
tained with a lack computers and science equipment. Certified teachers  are poorly paid and hard to 
find.  OC Ministries aims to change all of that through up-to-date technology, small class sizes, and 
teaching expertise.      

                                     Report of Hope UMC Mission Projects for 2019 
 

Angel Food mission – 15 meals  cooked and delivered 
Sewing group made and sent these items to Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Pawnee, Illinois:  
     196 fitted and 96 regular diapers, 89 blankets, 10 children’s shorts and gowns. Plus 89 health kits, 
    36 school kits, one sewing machine, 3 large blankets, and 1 large box of assorted fabrics. 
 

Sewing group also 12 filled school bags for the local BEA. 
 

Baby Hugs – 54 kits delivered to UHD with blankets and burp cloths sewn by sewing group. 
 

Bundle Up -  an estimated 870 winter wear items distributed on six Saturdays at Hope UMC. Other winter wear 
items given to the elementary school, Winnebago Adolescent Treatment Center, and a homeless shelter in Roch-
ester. 
 

Two Thrivant Grants of $200 each were used to purchase items for school kits and health kits. 
Thanks to each person who was involved with Hope’s mission projects. If you worked, sewed, donated items for 
kits, cooked, or gave money for missions, you helped one of the “least of these.” Your time and efforts are ap-
preciated.  As Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.” (Matthew 25:40) 
 

 

Sandy’s Scoop! 

Holiday bulletins and activities galore! That is how my first 2 months looked! I’m also still making plenty of mistakes, 
but everyone has been so kind. I received some Christmas cards and gifts, and I can’t begin to tell you how much they 
were appreciated. The office hours I am trying to stick to are TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS, 8:30 AM – 11:30 PM, alt-
hough I am usually here until I head to KBEW at 1:30 or so. I am coming in other random times to complete my work. 
Pastor Russ usually is here Wednesday mornings for office hours, as well. If I am not in the office at those designated 
times, I will put a note on the door. My cell is 507-525-0414 if you need me to know something fast! 
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Hope Service Groups 

Thank you so much to everyone who serves the Hope congregation in this way. We are starting a new system.  
 If you have questions about serving please contact the Judy Whitney (507-319-4767)  

or Nancy Thompson (507-525-3716). 

Worship Assignments   
 
Liturgist Jan. 5th & 12th:  Leon Hixon  
  Jan. 19th & 26th:    
                                                      
Greeters Jan. 5th & 12th:   Mike Douglas & Sharon Ogilvie-Douglas  
  Jan. 19th & 26th:  Craig & Tonia Weir 
 `  
      
Ushers       Jan. 5th & 12th:  Kory & Carolyn Kaiser, Brian & Jean Millman  

  Jan. 19th & 26th:  Al & Nancy Thompson, Roger & LaDonna Dutton 
      
Children’s Message Jan. 5th:     Jan. 12th:  Jenny Lewis 
   Jan. 19th:    Jan. 26th:  Pastor Russ   
            

       January Birthdays 
3- Madelyn Ferguson 

4- Harold Brooks 

     Lola Lundquist 

5- Makyah Amundson 

    Brandi Uecker 

    Lucas Lunz 

6- Layne Bottin 

8- Alex O’Brien 

9- Cooper Amundson 

10- Autumn Dickey 

12- Roger Dutton 

      Aron Goshorn 

13- Pastor Judith Clark 

      Collin Salisbury 

14- Taylor Aukes 

       Dale Aukes 

15- Peggy Ellis 

      Kristin Frye 

      Betty Livengood 

16- Jay Johnson 

17- Joshua Bruellman 

      Daniel Wong 

      Michael Wong 

19- Jenna Hanson 

       Lehlia Paschke 

20- Becky Dann 

22- Caleb Johnson 

      Hunter Spencer 

24- Gail Eckles 

       Donna Roper 

25- Cora Moen 

      Tim Murray 

27- Frances Wirth 

28- James Hill 

       Larry Everett 

30- Avery Helmstetter 

31- Kasta Amundson 

      Beth Core 

      Mae Hove 

Anniversaries 
 

 

 

2- Chad & Kellie Hill 

6- Josh & Melissa Bruellman    

8- Neil & Sue Eckles 

17-   Dale & Jeanette Matheson 

 

       

 

19- Bobby Ward & Paula Winslow 

23- Sherwood & Cindy Krosch 

27- Tim & Lori Grathwohl 

28- Loyd Jr & Susan Hinton 
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 Thank You! 

A HUGE Thank-you to all the wonderful people that have been  working with our 
Kids Bible Club kids over the last few weeks to put on a successful Christmas Pro-
gram!  Because of their love and support this was a great experience. Thank you, 
Jodie Murray 

——————————————————————————————————–———- 

We received a letter of thanks from Midwest Mission Distribution Center. They 
wished to thank Hope UMC for our donations of school kits, general kit supplies, 
and the treadle sewing machine. “It is due to your generosity and partnership 
with Midwest mission that we can touch so many lives for Christ around the world 
and around the corner.” 

——————————————————————————————–——————— 

Prayer Chain 

We are looking to update our Prayer Chain. As a family of Christians, prayer is 
essential in helping and caring for each other. If you are interested in being a 
part of the Prayer Chain, please leave a message with the church office, or con-
tact Carol Grapevine at 526-3193.  

————————————————————————————————— 

Community 

A reminder: United Hospital District in Blue Earth provides a delicious and nutri-
tious meal delivered to your home by volunteer drivers within Blue Earth city lim-
its. Meals on Wheels are available Monday through Friday (excluding Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas and New Year’s Day) between 11:10 a.m. and 12:00 noon. To order a 
meal, please call UHD at least 24 hours prior to delivery time. There are meals 
for special diets available. Service may be cancelled due to inclement weather 
and cancellations will be announced on KBEW.  The meal cost is $3.35 per meal 
and is billed monthly. Please contact the Food Service Department with any ques-
tions, concerns or cancellations at 507-526-7924.  

 
 

 

 

Music Notes   

Thanks to everyone who sang in Hope's choir this fall  

season and those who participated in the cantata. You  

blessed many with your music! The choir takes the 

month of January off before resuming for the spring  

season.     Bonnie Miller 
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Please lift up in prayer…. 

 Muriel Hanna 

 Merre Kivlin 

 Peter Ochs  

 In the service of our coun-
try: Tucker Bottin, Aron Goshorn, Bryce Hanson, David Miller, Cole Steinke, Terry Keithahn, 
Kenneth Torgerson, Michael Wohlrabe, and Brett Sandum. 

 Armed Services personnel and their families. 

 Members and Friends in Health Care Centers and those at their homes including: Mary Fenske, 
Mae Hove, June Scheid, Caroline Whitney.  

 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

UMW 

 January 11 – 9:00 a.m.   
 Program: A Call to Prayer & Self-Denial  “We Rise: Meeting God’s Call to Transform Communities”    

      Leader – Marilyn Schaefer   Serving – Nancy Steinke & Wanda Olsen  

      Circle Meetings: 

Faith, Joy, Rachel Circles – No Meetings in January 

Naomi Circle – Wednesday, January 15, 7:00 p.m. ; Pat Richards, serving 
 

Online Giving 

Visit the church website at: www.behopeumc.com 

 Locate the Giving button with a heart farthest to the right, 

 Click on the Giving button and you will be redirected to our giving website,  

 Click on the Create Profile button, then follow the onscreen instructions to create an 
online profile and to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions at all please don’t hesitate to contact Sandy in the office at       
507-526-2144.  She will be glad to help you set up your online giving. 

 
 

Service Group Schedule 
January 5: Bruce & Bonnie Ankeny, Chad & Kelli Hill, David & Jacci Sparks 
January 12: Herb & Judy Whitney, Bruce & Kayla Lawrence, Betty Fenske 
January 19: Buzz & Pam Hanson, Kasta & Cooper Amundson, Mae Kiehm 
January 26: Daryl & Judy Murray, Jim & Trudie Wood, Lois Ankeny 
 

Ministry Opportunities  

2020 Radio Sponsorship: If you would like to support our radio ministry on KBEW, the 2020 
sign-up sheet is available in the Narthex, or you can call 526-2144. Don’t forget to include 
a message on the second page if you are sponsoring for a special reason and would like that 
acknowledged. Donations can also be made to the Radio Angels Fund without sponsoring a 
specific date. Cost is $35 per date. 

 Lonny Schmidtke               

 Doug Richards  

 Newt Toland 

 Don True 

 Diane Holland 

tel:5075267924


 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

 

 

 

 

 

 

1  

       No Activities
        Happy New Year!
      

 

5 
 

    9 AM Worship  

    10:10 AM Sunday School 
 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 2:30 pm KBC

    4:15 pm Membership & History 
Committee – Hope UMC, Library

    5:45 pm 

    6:30 pm 
Worship Service and Confirmation

 

12  

 

    9 AM Worship  

    10:10 AM Sunday School 

 

13 

 

 

 

 

14 

1:00 pm UMCOR 
work day 
 

 

15    2:30 pm 

       5:45 pm 

        7:00 PM

                    Pat Richards, serving

 

  

19 

 

    9 AM Worship  

    10:10 AM Sunday School 

 

 

20  

Martin Luther King Day 

  

6:30 pm Trustees 

7:00 pm Administrative        
Council  

21 

 

22   2:30 pm 

      5:45 pm 

      6:30 pm 
Worship Service and Confirmation

      7:00 pm 

  

26 

    9 AM Worship  

    10:10 AM Sunday School 

27 28 29    2:30 pm 

       5:45 pm 

       6:30 pm 
Worship Service and Confirmation

  

Hope UMC ~ January 2020

  “We are called to follow Jesus Christ and serve all people 
as we make  disciples of Jesus Christ.”

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       No Activities 
        Happy New Year! 

2 

  

3 

 

4 

    

pm KBC 

pm Membership & History 
Committee – Hope UMC, Library  

5:45 pm Supper 

6:30 pm Contemporary-
Worship Service and Confirmation 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

    9 AM: UMW  

Leader: Marilyn Schaefer    

Serving: Nancy Steinke  

& Wanda Olson 

2:30 pm KBC 

5:45 pm Supper 

:00 PM.  Naomi Circle - 

                    Pat Richards, serving 

16 

 

 

17 
 

18 

 

    

2:30 pm KBC 

5:45 pm Supper 

6:30 pm Contemporary-
Worship Service and Confirmation 

7:00 pm Missions Committee     

23 

 

 

24 

 

25 

    

2:30 pm KBC 

5:45 pm Supper 

6:30 pm Contemporary 
Worship Service and Confirmation 

30 31  

Hope UMC ~ January 2020 

We are called to follow Jesus Christ and serve all people 
as we make  disciples of Jesus Christ.” 


