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Dear Hope Community, 

 

Recently, our District Superintendent, Fred Vanderwerf, asked me to talk about a time when we as Hope 
had to make a pivot because of COVID. The "assignment" was in a one-minute video to describe a problem 
that we as a community were faced with, how we pivoted to resolve this problem, and what we can take 
with us towards the future. There was so much to say that I couldn't fit in in one minute, so I want to expand 
on my one-minute pivot here with you all. In the video, I described the dilemma we were faced with when it 
came to "Bundle Up." For a while, it seemed like we might have to cancel the program for a season. I want 
to thank the missions team for saying we are holding this event no matter what! So, they pivoted. 

We are now doing Bundle Up on only two Saturdays instead of the usual six or seven, and we are doing it 
in the garage instead of the building. Now they didn't say the actual words "no matter what," those are my 
words, but I think they would agree that was their mentality. People need warm clothes, and just because 
there is a pandemic doesn't mean we can do nothing. So what do I think we take to the future, as shown in 
the mission teams pivot? I think it's that we have to do something! Sure, Bundle Up isn't going to be as big 
of an event as it has been in the past. Sure, it might get a little cold out in the garage. But that's a whole lot 
better than the alternative of doing nothing. Jesus, when describing what it would take to gain an inher-
itance of the Kingdom, described simple actions such as bringing someone a cup of water, or a sandwich, or 
a shirt, or visiting a prison cell. Small acts of love towards our neighbors. You see, we often think we have 
to feed the entire town, or it wasn't a success. Or we have to raise thousands of dollars for disaster relief, or 
what's the point. Or have two months of Bundle Up. And while that is what we strive for, the reality is 
sometimes the call is just to do something.   

 As we pivot and look towards the future, the mentality I want us to have as a church is we have to do 
something. We can't do nothing. We have to hand out cups of water and sandwiches. We have to make vis-
its, even virtual visits, to those that are homebound. We have to gather for worship even if it is smaller and 
different and more than likely in a different place. The ministry of us as Christians has far too often been an 
all or nothing affair. If it cant be huge, polished, and professional, what's the point? The point is that there 
are people who need coats, and the church's work does not stop. So let's strive for greatness and realize that 
doing something for those who are hungering, thirsty, and lonely is always better than nothing. Church, a 
pandemic won't stop the church's work as long as we realize that we must do something; we can't do noth-
ing! 

 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Lee   

 

"Recently the Bishop recommended that we suspend in-person worship because of the recent rise in 
COVID infections across our state. Hope's COVID task force met and we decided that for the moment we 
would continue to worship in-person, with strict social distancing and masking policies. The task force also 
decided that we would suspend in-person worship if our infection rate is at or above 40 infections per 
10,000. As of October 22nd Faribault county is at approximately 32 infections per 10,000. Know that we 
have not made this decision lightly and any decision that comes in the future will be done through prayerful 
discern in keeping with Christ's commandment to love our neighbors." 
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 Sharing Hope’s Abundance through Missions! 

 Bundle Up: Do you know anyone who could use winter outerwear? Bundle Up will be held in 
the church garage on October 31 and November 7 from 10:00 am – noon each of these Satur-
days. Winter items available include coats for all ages, boots, mittens, hats, scarves, snow 
pants….all free for those who need them. Some of the confirmands and youth helped the 
adults set up for this project.  Talk with A.B. Russ or Al Roesler. 

 Sewing:  A few women met to cut and sew more baby blankets, some of which went to 
UMCOR, others went for Baby Hugs. During this past month a half dozen Baby Hugs were put 
together and dropped off at the local Hospital as gifts for newborns and their parents.  We’ll 
create a couple dozen more Baby Hugs before the year is done. If you’d like to sew or cut ma-
terial, talk with Florence Hacklander. 

The Lord’s Acre signup is near the drinking fountain. Farmers don’t have to be actively farm-
ing, but they can contribute whatever returns from an acre of crop. Farmers who collect cash 
rent from a tenant may be willing to share one acre of rent.  Renters each contribute a mini-
mum of $70 for the year. This is a modification from the original – meant to include everyone, 
regardless of how connected to farming they are.  Giving for The Lord’s Acre is down this 
year, but we managed to send a significant monetary gift to each of the following: Faribault-
Martin Habitat for Humanity, Interfaith Caregivers, Riverside Cemetery, and music for the 
Cantata. Those who sign up meet annually to decide which missions receive the collective 
funds the following year.  Questions? Talk with Al Roesler. 

 UMCOR:  We had a wonderful in-gathering of supplies for UMCOR  at the end of October.  
Lyndy Zabel collected from around the state and then at Blue Earth everything was trans-
ferred from his rental truck to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) truck to 
haul to Illinois. Thanks to everyone from across the district who brought blankets, tools, 
medical supplies, hygiene kits, and cleaning supplies. We appreciate the confirmands, youth, 
and adults who lent their muscles to this mission. And thanks to Jenny Lewis for supplying 
warm drinks on a cold day! 

News from Baiwalla, Sierra Leone: The two-story, twelve classroom Rick Ormsby Junior and 
Secondary School is going well; teacher’s housing was secured; a 22-acre farm produced its 
first crops; volleyball and soccer fields have been completed; and a computer lab was in-
stalled. Now they’d like to start a community store to buy goods wholesale in the city to bring 
back to the village to sell at retail prices. They need $17,000 for this project. If you are in-
terested in helping support this initiative, contact Ann Carlson at carlsonaj99@gmail.com. She 
would be excited to provide PowerPoint and tell you more! 

    Thanks to you, we continue to share our abundance through missions. 

    Judy Clark, Missions Coordinator 

 

Community 

Giving Tree: Due to the Covid-19 outbreak, the Giving Tree program for 2020 has been can-
celled. If you are interested or know of anyone who may be interested in managing the Giving 
Tree for the 2021 calendar year, please call 526-5494 and leave a 
message.  

Blue Earth Senior Center will be having an Election Night Supper 
Fundraiser, Nov. 3: 4-8:30 pm; Chicken Noodle or Veg Beef Soup,  
Turkey, Ham, or Egg Salad Sandwich; Bar; Water or Coffee. Call 526-
3850 for take out. Free Will Donation! 

Page 7  

 

November Birthdays  

 

Anniversaries 

 Worship Assignments   
 

Ushers November 1 & 8: Mark & Megan Haase; Pam & Buzz Hanson 
  November 15 & 22: Florence Hacklander, Jacci Sparks; Debbie & Gene Murphy 
  November 29: Sherry & Kurt Abel; David & Sandra Murray 
 

Greeters   November 1 & 8: McKinley Hanson; Aidan & Gibson Haase 
  November 15 & 22: Linda Taylor, Betty Kay Hulsebus 
  November 29: Craig & Tonia Weir  
 

Liturgist     November 1  & 8:Jake Shope  
   November 15 & 22: T.J. Lewis 
   November 29: LaDonna Dutton   
   

Children’s Message:  Pastor Lee  
 

Accompanist: November 1 :  Staci November 8: Gail 
     November 15: David November 22: Staci 
     Thanksgiving: Gail November 29: Gail 

 

1- Slater Peterson 

     Allen Kitts 

2-Jay Ankeny 

3- Erica Hanson 

    Michael Rubatt 

    Amelia (Amy) Lewis 

    Janelle Jacobsen 

7- Emerson Rose Oliver 

    Clark Lundquist 

    Bucky King 

8- Derek Abel 

    Brady Farnham 

    Bobby Ward 

11- Bill Eckles 

      Kaley Kaiser 

12- Lukas Poetter 

13- Alesha Stauffer 

      Brian Johnson 

       Preston Jones 

14- Cass Davis 

      Ana Ankeny 

      Michael Darula 

15- Taylin McDonald 

19- Alan Roesler 

20- Jenny Lundquist 

      Gerald Cyphers 

      LaDonna Dutton 

21- Brian Millmann 

      Shane Becker 

       Maci Frommie 

23- Sylvia Poetter  

24- Faith Eckles 

 

 **November/December Upper Rooms are here! ** 

———-——————————————————————————————————————- 
Sandy’s Scoop! 

Happy November! Holiday Season is here, and we had our first taste of the white stuff! The 
office hours are Tuesday and Thursdays from 9-2. If you have something pressing, please 
text or call my cell phone  507-525-0414, or Pastor Lee’s phone number is 763-913-4756.  

25- Kip Murphy 

      Kyler Goldberg 

26- Lisa Peterson 

27- Richard Sinn 

28- David Murray 

       Blayze Goldberg 

29- Bruce Lawrence 

30- Lester Brooks 

      Daren Sandum 

       Rose Hall 

 

 

 

 

19- Michael & Sarah Darula 

12- Jay & Jennifer Johnson 

21- Eldon & Reta Steele 

27- Todd & Mara Olson 
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Wednesdays @ 7pm 

Join us as we continue our journey through the Love Does 

study by Bob Goff. (No pre-reading required  . If you’ve missed 
some, it’s okay you can pick up right where we are!) 

Advent (preparing our hearts for the Christmas season and what 
it means for the birth of Jesus), will bring the study from Adam 
Hamilton, Incarnation. 

Habitat for Humanity Workday 

Saturday, November 14th 

Time to be announced 
 

We will be doing some demolition on a habitat house, no experi-
ence necessary. Wear work clothes, bring eye protection, work gloves, and of course masks. 
 

Just a reminder, as long as school is meeting in person so are we, even hybrid. However, if school 
goes full online, we will not be meeting. I’m hoping this doesn’t happen but we will figure it out if it 
does. 

Kid’s Bible Club (KBC) 

KBC is our Wednesday programming in which we’ve previously 
had 60-70 students fill our church. This year, like so many other 
things, has changed and we made the decision to go virtual. With 
the help of Pastor Lee and his wonderful wife Rachel, we’ve 
launched a video series using a curriculum called Grow. 

Each month participating families are invited to pick up activity 
packs which include weekly activities or crafts to go with the les-
sons and a snack for the month. Then they can tune into the KBC 
YouTube channel each week and watch the video lesson which 
has and introduction, Grow curriculum lesson video, lesson con-
nection question answered by people from our congregation, 
wrapped up by a closing and explanation of packet materials. 

The wonderful thing about going online is that families can tune in 
whenever it works for them.  

Each month has a new and exciting theme to tie in with the Bible stories and the activities and crafts. 

Sunday School:  Suspended until further notice  

With Covid cases on the rise in our county, we’ve made the decision to suspend Sunday school for the time being. Stu-
dents are invited to tune into our KBC lesson and pick up materials from the church if they haven’t typically for KBC. 
 

If you feel called to help with Sunday school once we get going again feel free to reach out. Classroom leaders and as-
sistants are always welcome! 

Jenny’s contact info;    Cell phone: 507-327-9363      HopeumcKBC@gmail.com 
 

 

UMW will not hold in-person meetings  
through December.   

 

 

 

 

Children’s  
Ministry 

News 
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Please lift up in prayer…. 

 Members and Friends in Health Care Centers and those at their 

homes including: Mary Fenske, Mae Hove, Merre Kivlin, Lonny 
Schmidtke, Newt Toland, Caroline Whitney, the family of Mary 
Ochs, Mike Rubatt. 
  

 Armed Services personnel and their families, including: Tucker 
Bottin, Aron Goshorn, Bryce Hanson, David Miller, Cole Steinke, 
Terry Keithahn, Kenneth Torgerson, Michael Wohlrabe, and Brett 
Sandum. 
  

 

 

Volunteers Needed 

We are searching for a few people who feel a desire to 
help Kid's grow in their faith to be Sunday School teach-
ers. We are using a curriculum called GROW Kids that 
makes for leading a Sunday School class easy and enter-
taining. If you would like to assist but not be a teacher, 
that is great as well. If you are interested, please let Pas-
tor Lee know! 
                                             

What’s Happening at Hope? 

Do you feel out of the loop? Are you wanting to get connected but not sure how? Well,  
Pastor Lee would love to get you in contact with the right people. If you are looking to vol-
unteer, just want to meet people or have a passion that needs an outlet, contact Lee at 
763-913-4756 or lee.j.miller520@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

UHD Auxiliary: St Luke's has a Bladder Scanner for the 
cost of $2,200 on their Wish List.   Since the Auxiliary was 
unable to hold their usual Fundraisers this year, they would 
really appreciate your help with this project.  If you able to 
make a donation at this time, please make your check paya-
ble to the St Luke's Auxiliary and either mail it to St 
Luke's, 1219 South Ramsey Street, Blue Earth MN 56013 or 
hand it to Marilyn Schaefer, your St Luke's Auxiliary Rep-
resentative.   Your help is greatly appreciated.  Thank You.  

mailto:HopeumcKBC@gmail.com
mailto:lee.j.miller520@gmail.com


 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

1 All Saints Sunday 

 

   9AM Worship service 

   10AM No Sunday School 

2 

       

3 

 

 

4   

        

  7:00 PM —Confirmation

 
 

8    23rd Sunday after  
       Pentecost 

   
   9AM Worship service 

   10AM No Sunday School 
     
 

9 

 
 

10    

    7 PM Zoom 
Charge Conference 

11 

   4:00 pm Membership & History            
Committee – Hope UMC, Library
     7:00 PM —Confirmation
 

 

15   24th Sunday after  
          Pentecost 
 
   9AM Worship service  
    10AM No Sunday School 

 

 

 

16 

1PM UMCOR Work Day 
17 

 
18        

        7:00 PM —Confirmation

 

         

  

22   Christ the King 
      Reign of Christ 

 

   9AM Worship service  
    10AM No Sunday School    

 

23 

 

 

24 

 

25      

     7:00 PM —Confirmation

29  1st Sunday of Advent 
 
  9AM Worship service  
   10AM No Sunday School    

30 

 

  

      
 

Hope UMC ~ November 2020

   "Be strong. Be brave. Be fearless. You are never alone." 
Joshua 1:9 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Confirmation 

5 

  

6 

 

7 

 

Membership & History            
Hope UMC, Library  
—Confirmation 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

 No UMW  
Activities this 

month 

7:00 PM —Confirmation 

19 

 

 

 

 

20 
 

21 

 

   

 

 

 

7:00 PM —Confirmation 
26 Happy Thanksgiving! 27 

 

28 
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"Be strong. Be brave. Be fearless. You are never alone." - 
Joshua 1:9  


