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Dear Hope Family and Friends, 

 This past week I crumpled up countless post-it notes, closed multiple tabs on my computer, 
and erased the whiteboard in my home office. It was a crushing moment when it felt like I had just 
wasted a month of work. I like to be as honest as possible. It started off as a devastating week. I was 
so excited to plan a welcome back bash, with tons of food and live music, and inflatables for the 
kids. I was so energized to be planning an alternative worship service for us that would take place 
around a dinner table. I had budgets planned out. I had meetings planned. I had excitement growing. 
But, this week, I scrapped it all. I couldn't responsibly plan a service dedicated to eating and a party 
based on eating while the Delta strain of COVID is taking its toll on our county and community. 

Now don't worry; this isn't a rant about vaccines or masking. I'm not going to go on some 
soapbox about what we should be doing in the face of this pandemic. I tell you this just to give you 
a glimpse into my life and let you know that this feeling has faded. I'm still disappointed that we 
won't be able to start dinner church yet. I'm still disappointed I won't get to practice my flips in the 
inflatables. But I'm no longer devastated because I started reading my bible. Who would have 
thought that reading the word of God would be helpful when you are feeling crushed and defeated? 
I started noticing that in the bible, God cares very little about the plans that we make. God didn't 
care about the plans Moses had made. Moses planned to finish out his days tending to the flock of 
his father-in-law when God called him to be a prophet. God didn't care about the plans of the disci-
ples when he called them out of the boat to start fishing for people. God didn't care about the plans 
of Zacchaeus when Jesus called him out of the tree and told him to give away his money. God didn't 
care about Paul's plans when he called him to be his follower. And God didn't care about the plans 
of the disciples when he went to the cross and died for our sins. Basically, the entire bible is humans 
trying to make plans and God saying, let's do this instead. We want to build a giant tower, and God 
says, let's scramble up the voices instead. We want the messiah to come riding in on a warhorse, and 
instead, he comes as a baby.  

 Now, this is not an article about how I am going to stop making plans. That would be irre-
sponsible. This is also not an article about how this flare-up of COVID is God's doing. Rather it's a 
message about dealing with change. We are told in the bible that there is a time for everything. A 
time for life and a time for death. A time for planting and a time for reaping. A time for laughing and 
a time for weeping. And it is not for us to know the time. I'm coming to realize that I often want to 
know the time. I plan, and when something changes, I'm devastated. But knowing the time is not the 
way God has ever worked. We need to make plans, but we need to be able to adjust. Adjust to the 
spirit. Adjust to the call of God. Adjust to the current of love and mercy. So, in the course of the 
week, I went from devastated to excited. I am excited to see where God is calling us—excited to see 
what comes from the ashes of my "wasted" time. I'm not sure what time it is, and I'm okay with that. 
I'm just going to start planning for the new season. And if things change, we will too! 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Lee 
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                   Sharing Hope’s Abundance through Missions! 
                                                         

 ABCs of Missions – Judy Clark, Missions 

A. Hope has two big local missions this fall. They are:  

   (1) The Lord’s Acre – sign up as a farmer or renter. It’s pretty inexpensive but the money goes to many local              
 community missions. Talk with Al Roesler to get all the details. 

   (2) Bundle Up project this fall. Keep cleaning out closets of winter  gear  you aren’t wearing. Bring clean warm 
 clothing and snow boots to the church. Items will be given away to those who need them. If you have         
 questions, talk with AB Russ. 

 B.  A wonderful national United Methodist Women’s mission is Emma Norton Residence in St Paul, MN. It’s a busy 
 place with many new residents, including families with young children. The residence is always in need of  
 paper products (toilet paper, paper towels, napkins, paper plates, paper cups, and personal hygiene products).  
 Perhaps a Circle or a group of people will put a $100 Welcome Basket together? See list of Emma Norton’s 
 needs at  https://emmanorton.org/donate.  Let me know that you bringing paper supplies and Welcome Baskets 
 and we’ll see that they are delivered to St Paul. 
C.  International missions could also use our assistance.  For instance, give a monetary donation to Haiti after a 7.2 
 earthquake struck the island on August 14, 2021. So far  Haiti’s death toll has climbed to some 2,200     
 people, with an additional 12,300 injured. Other loved ones are still missing in the rubble. Over 160,000 homes 
 have been damaged or destroyed. We grieve alongside the people of Haiti at the staggering loss of life and level 
 of devastation.  The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) encourages people to give their gifts for 
 Haiti through International Disaster Response and Recovery.   Mark your check for Haiti UMCOR Advance 
 #982450 and we’ll see that it gets to the correct place. 

    Whatever your investment level in local, national, and/or international missions, God calls us to respond with com-
passion and relief. 

 

Volunteering Opportunities 

Are you looking for things to do to “plug in?” Something that you know will be appreciated? 
Here are some volunteering opportunities here at Hope! 

 

 Lawn Mowers Needed!  

 Meals on Wheels 

 Vacation Bible School 

 Wednesday Release Time 
 

 

 

Hope Scholarship Program 

Hope UMC has a scholarship program for graduating seniors who are pursu-

ing further education in a college or vocational school. The scholarship grant 

is available for 2 years post high school education. A total of $2000 can be 

awarded of the two-year period. For further information and an application, 

contact the church office at 526-2144. The application needs to be complete 

before the school year begins. 
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September Anniversaries 

 

Music Notes   
I am planning to begin the 2021 fall choir season with the first rehearsal 
on Wednesday, September 8th at 6:30 pm at the church. 

Everyone interested is encouraged to attend! We will discuss what re-
hearsal schedule works best for our group, how often to sing for worship 
and anything else relating to this ministry in music. Of course we will do a 
bit of singing besides. 

You don't have to be a professional or have any special training; the only 
requirements are a friendly, smiling face and love of music.  

We have a good time together!                     Bonnie 

1- Eva Steele 

    Cindy Schmidke 

    Nancy Cole 

2- Elijah Goshorn 

    Daryl Murray 

3- Megan Goshorn 

    Kathey Stallkamp 

4- Carter Preuss 

5- Mike Douglas 

6- Renae Miller 

    Matthew Geist 

7- Doug Nagel 

    Scott Stelter 

    Will Jones 

8- Barbara Hanson 

    Allison Dann 

    Brad Frey 

    Daniel Lundquist 

    Jean Nelson 

9- Frances Fenske 

    Thomas Steinke 

12- Shaun Erichsrud 

       Donna Sandum 

14- Morgan Spencer 

15- Malarie Scholtes 

      Jenny Lewis 

17- Ethan Johnson 

18- Jared Ihle 

      Kent Roper 

      Gail Warringer 

20- Henry Ankeny 

      Micah Goshorn 

21- Barbara Ankeny 

       Sarah (Richards) Darula 

22- Ethan Farnham 

      Calli Ferguson 

Sandy’s Scoop  

It has been a crazy couple of weeks at our house. Tristan, my youngest, went to the doctor for what 
we thought was a sinus infection. After a CT scan, a biopsy, and an MRI, he came out with a diagnosis 
of a large orange-sized tumor, extending from his sinus cavity into his brain. We have a trip to Roch-
ester after the printing of this Newsletter, so we will know more then. Needless to say, he is unable 
to work, so he will hopefully be getting help with his medical bills. Also, be watching Facebook for a 
GoFundMe page. He will be living at home during treatment. Please keep my family in your prayers. I’m 
scared.  It’s my baby. I will try to continue office hours as usual, depending on trips to Rochester. 

                                Sandy 

23- Kurt Abel 

       Loretta Sparks 

24- Signe Olson 

25- Alexander Uecker 

       Marcia Daly 

28- Karrie Eckles 

      Justin Schaefer 

      Avery Darula 

      Rylan Storbeck 

29- Marlys Breen 

      Cyla Nowak 

30- Jacci Sparks 

      James Wood 

 

 

       

 

4- Doug & Becky Nagel 

    Brent & Alicia Murphy 

6- Al & Sue Roesler 

     Dale & Sheryl Aukes 

     Mark & Megan Haase 

8- Milt & Donna Steele 

11- Gene & Debbie Murphy 

14- Brandon & Ana Ankeny 

15- Newton & Mary Toland 

21- Vernon (Buzz) & Pam Hanson 

22- Travis & Kim Fenske 

26- David & Jacci Sparks 

27- Travis & Linsey Preuss 

30 – Brad & Kim Frey 

 

Please contact the church and leave a message if 
you need a ride to church, or call Al Roessler at 
525-0630. 

https://emmanorton.org/donate
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Children and Youth   
August 16-19 preschool-3rd grade SEA Agents had a wonderful week of music, crafts, Bible 
story with an object lesson, food, and of course fun with Mission: Deep Sea VBS! The 4th-6th 
graders joined us for worship and supper then broke off to do mini missions like making tie 
blankets for the Linus Project, blessing bags for various groups in the community, making des-
sert for everyone on Thursday and going on a nature walk to Steinburg Park. 

 

This year was different from most in many ways. The most noticeable change was the number 
of kiddos that participated; we were blessed to have about 21 students Preschool-6th grades 
fill our building and outdoor space with their energy. Another significant change was that our 
volunteers outnumbered our kiddos! We had such a great mix of adult and wonderful youth 
leaders that all came together to make VBS a great week for all the kids. 

 

I give a HUGE shout out to all the adults and especially the youth that helped make VBS a won-
derful, Spirit filled week for not only the kids that participated but also for each of us as vol-
unteers. You were all so gracious to roll with the changes and requests. Thank you so much;  you 
are all AMAZING! 

 

God is good all the time. And all the time God is good. 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Early Release Time Volunteers 

Every Wednesday starting October 6th and running through April 27, from 2:15-4:15, our halls and 
rooms will be filled with kids coming for “Sunday School” (but on Wednesday). If you can help lead a 
game, or cut out crafts, or make sure we have enough apple sauce on hand please reach out to Pastor 
Lee!  

Confirmation 

Confirmation is a two-year program for 7th and 8th graders. Please contact Pastor Lee if you have a 7th 
or 8th grader that will be participating in confirmation this year. We will be starting October 6th 
@7pm. 

 

Early Release Time  

Its back! We will be offering early release time. But, you wont find us on the information you re-

ceived from the school. Don’t worry parents you will receive information directly from us at Hope 
soon! 

Hiring Director of Children and Youth Ministry 

We are looking to hire a part-time Director of Children and Youth Ministry. If you are     

interested in what this job entails, please contact tor Lee at 763-913-4756 or 

lee.j.miller520@gmail.com. If you know someone who may be per-

fect for this position, please pass on Pastor Lee's information.  

Community     
 * Fall City-wide Garage     
 Sales: Sept. 10-11 
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Please lift up in prayer…. 

 Members and Friends in Health Care Centers and those at their homes including: Mae 
Hove, Merre Kivlin, Lonny Schmidtke, Newt Toland, Caroline Whitney, Jean Nelson, 
Mary Ochs, Mike Rubatt, Tristan Guth 
 Armed Services personnel and their families, including: Tucker Bottin, Aron 
Goshorn, Bryce Hanson, David Miller, Cole Steinke, Terry Keithahn, Kenneth 
Torgerson, Michael Wohlrabe, and Brett Sandum.  

Fear not, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you. I will 
help you, and I will uphold you.    Isaiah 41:10 

UMW  
 

Think about the things that bring you joy, then make a point of connecting with as many as 
possible as often as possible.  

 

-from “ 365 Simple Reminders : Ways to Keep Life Simple” 

 
The Nursery and the Cry Room are available for use! They have been 
cleaned and sanitized. However, at this time they will not be staffed. Please 
feel free to use these rooms as needed during church!  

Website 

http://www.behopeumc.com/ 

As we are getting back to normal, we are trying to get to know our 
website better and get it updated and more interesting! Please 
check out the website, and if there are improvements or ideas that 
you might have, please don’t hesitate to let us know! If you save 
the website on your computer, there are links to our Facebook 
page and the online donation page, along with a copy of all the 
newsletters from the past few months! So head to the website and 
give us some feedback! What would YOU like to see on our      
Website? Let’s make this website a place that we can go for lots of 
information!  

 

 

Need Prayer? 

We have created a form on our website so that you can submit your prayer requests. You 
can choose to be anonymous or not, and you can even choose how your prayer is shared. 
Whether you want just Pastor Lee to know or the entire church is up to you! So go to our 
website Behopeumc.com and click at the top on the tab that says "prayer request."  

mailto:lee.j.miller520@gmail.com


 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

     
         
 

 

       

 

     

 

 

1 

        

   

 
 

5 
   9AM Worship service    

 
     
 

6 

 
 

7  

5:30 PM Education 
Committee 

 

8 

 
 

 

 

12 
   9AM Worship service  

     

         

 

 

13    

 

 

14 

4:00 pm Membership& 
History Committee 
Meeting 

15 

9:30 AM Rachel Circle

7:00 PM Naomi Circle   

 

    

19   

   9AM Worship service  

     

20     

 

21 

 

22 

      
 
         

26 
 9AM Worship service 

  

 

27 

Hope Church delivers 
Meals on Wheels  

this week M-F  

28 29 

      

 

       
 

Hope UMC ~ September 2021
"Whatever the new month is bringing for you, be it good or bad; al-

ways keep that smile on your face no matter what."

     

    

   

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

 

3 

 

4 

 

9 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

3:00 PM Joy Circle—
masks are recommended 

10 

 

City-wide Garage Sales 

11 

9AM - UMW - masks 
are recommended 

City-wide Garage Sales 

 

Rachel Circle  

Naomi Circle    

16 

9:30 AM Faith Circle 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

 

 

17 
 

18 

 

   

 

 

23 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

 

 

24    
    

 

25 

    

30 

 

10:00 AM Bible Study 

  

        

Hope UMC ~ September 2021 
"Whatever the new month is bringing for you, be it good or bad; al-

ways keep that smile on your face no matter what." —Unknown  

   


